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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Legal Affairs calls on the Committee on Constitutional Affairs, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Underlines the fact that the Citizens’ Initiative is the first tool of participatory democracy 
that confers the right for EU citizens, based on at least one million statements of support, 
to take the initiative and ask the Commission to submit, within the framework of its 
powers, an appropriate proposal on matters on which citizens consider that a legislative 
act is necessary to implement the treaties;

2. Considers it essential that citizens can contribute to the exercise of the legislative 
prerogatives of the Union and be involved directly in the initiation of legislative 
proposals;

3. Notes that more than six million EU citizens have participated in a Citizens’ Initiative and 
that three initiatives, namely ‘Right2Water’, ‘One of Us’ and ‘Stop Vivisection’, were 
successful; points, however, to the various practical difficulties which the organisers have 
encountered since the entry into force of the regulation in April 2012;

4. Calls on the Commission to ensure comprehensive support, including non-binding legal 
advice – for example, by creating a point of contact responsible for the Citizens’ Initiative 
in the Commission representations in all Member States – in view of the difficulty faced 
by organisers in identifying the relevant treaty and legal provisions on which to base a 
valid initiative;

5. Calls on the Commission, furthermore, to revise the list of its competences on its internet 
portal and make it more comprehensible and user-friendly, given that the registration of a 
large number of submitted citizens’ initiatives was rejected on the grounds that they 
manifestly fell outside the framework of the Commission’s competence;

6. Stresses the need for a harmonised procedure for submitting statements of support, as it is
unacceptable that EU citizens should be excluded from supporting Citizens’ Initiatives 
owing to differing personal data submission requirements in the Member States; calls on 
the Member States, as a matter of urgency, to remove the requirement that a personal 
identification number be provided for a statement of support, as this represents an 
unnecessary bureaucratic burden for the collection of statements of support and also an 
unnecessary way of checking the identity of a signatory;

7. Underlines its position that the automatic link between the registration of a Citizens’
Initiative and the starting date of the twelve-month period for the collection of statements 
of support should be removed, so that the organisers of Citizens’ Initiatives are 
encouraged to decide themselves when to initiate the collection of statements of support.

8. Notes that liability issues have arisen for the organisers of Citizens’ Initiatives owing to 
the fact that citizens’ committees lack legal personality and that this problem could only 
be solved by revising the regulation;
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9. Requests an EU-wide uniform approach to setting the minimum age for submitting a 
statement of support; advocates lowering it to 16, given the need to strengthen young 
people’s sense of responsibility regarding the EU and to give them the opportunity to play 
a role in shaping the further development of the European project;

10. Welcomes the European Economic and Social Committee’s willingness to provide free 
translation services for initiators, thereby facilitating the dissemination of Citizens’
Initiatives in all official languages; recognises therein a significant contribution to 
supporting citizens by enabling them to promote their concerns among the EU population;

11. Calls on the Commission to submit a proposal for the revision of the Regulation on the 
Citizen’s Initiative as soon as possible, to make the Citizen’s Initiative easier to use and 
more citizen-friendly and enable it to fully unfold its potential.


