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Introduction

The Archipelago of the Azores, one of the outermost regions referred to in Article 349 of the 
Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU)1, consists of nine islands divided 
into three groups – Western (Flores and Corvo), Central (Terceira, Graciosa, São Jorge, Pico 
and Faial) and Eastern (São Miguel and Santa Maria). It forms an isolated geographical region 
located at approximately 1500 km from the west coast of continental Europe and 3800 km 
from the American continental coast.

The scattered configuration of the archipelago and its relative isolation from other islands and 
the two continents are the main factors behind the creation of a large Exclusive Economic 
Zone (corresponding to an area of approximately 953 633 km2) situated within ICES X and 
CECAF 34.2.0.

The Azores region, being both insular and isolated, is socially and economically dependent on 
fisheries, as a sector generating direct and indirect employment, as the main source of 
production destined for external markets and as a source of food supply for the local 
population. The Archipelago of the Azores is one of the 30 regions with the highest 
dependence on fisheries in the European Union.

The visit of the delegation was restricted to the islands of Faial, Pico and São Miguel.

Summary account of meetings

The Members of the EP Fisheries Committee Delegation:

 Made an official visit to the President of the regional Government of the Azores, 
Dr Vasco Cordeiro;

 Visited the COFACO tuna canning factory on the Island of São Miguel;
 Visited the port and met with representatives of the sector in Rabo de Peixe;
 Met the management board of Lotaçor and a large delegation of fishers, vessel 

owners,  representatives of women's associations, producers' organisations and a 
representative of the port authority (São Miguel Island);

 Met the Regional Secretary for the Environment and the Sea at the Interpretation 
Centre of the Capelinhos Volcano (Faial Island) and were given interesting 
presentations on environmental aspects related to the archipelago;

 Made an official visit the President of the Regional Legislative Assembly of 
Azores and held a joint meeting with the Committee for Parliamentary Affairs, 
the Environment and Labour and the Committee for Economics of the Azorean
Regional Parliament in Faial;

                                               
1

According to Article 349 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU), the Outermost 
Regions are considered to have special structural, social and economic handicaps due to their remoteness, 
insularity, small size, difficult topography and climate, and economic dependence on a few products. The 
permanence and combination of these factors severely restrain their development.
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 Held a meeting with the Department of Oceanography and Fisheries (DOP) of the 
University of Azores on the island of Faial (Horta) and were given interesting 
presentations on ongoing research projects, went on meeting stakeholders of Faial;

 Visited the whalers museum in Pico and held a meeting with local stakeholders;
 Visits and meetings provided excellent opportunities for a direct dialogue with fishers 

and other industry representatives and with regional and local authorities, who 
expressed their concerns regarding the particularities of the situation of fisheries and 
fishing communities in Portugal (mainland and Azores), as well as their views on the 
new CFP.

Annexes: 

Programme and list of participants

Visits and meetings held

- Hearing with the President of the Regional government of the Azores, Dr. Vasco Cordeiro

In São Miguel Island, Members 
were received by the President of 
the Regional government of the 
Azores, Dr. Vasco Cordeiro who 
emphasised how important was 
this visit of a large delegation of 
the Committee on Fisheries, 
legislative committee of the 
European Parliament for the 
Azores. Mr Cordeiro stressed this 
excellent opportunity to assess 
the situation of this outermost 
region, highlighting the strong 
maritime tradition of Portugal in 
general and the Azores in 
particular.

- Visit to COFACO tuna factory (São Miguel Island)

Members visited the factory and were given interesting explanations by the Manager of 
COFACO, Mr Alexander Amorim, about processing methods and marketing practices. 
COFACO promotes sustainable fishing techniques, such as tuna fishing using the "pole-and 
line" technique and avoiding the capture or injury of cetaceans.

The canning industry plays an important role in the economy of the Azores, as it is one of the 
main sources of employment in the private sector. Canned tuna products account for between 
40% and 60% of exports from that region mainly directed to Italy, Greece and Spain. 
Unfortunately due to the economic crisis that has hit these countries particularly in the last 
two years sales have been dropping. This sector is characterised by a high level of female 
employment and the company carries out an equal gender policy.



PE554.889v01-00 4/13 CR\1058327EN.doc

EN

- Visit to the Harbour of Rabo de Peixe

The delegation visited the port of Rabo de Peixe, 
a new state of the art fishing facility built thanks 
to EU co-financing. Some key points were raised 
during the meeting by several representatives of 
the sector such as:
- Greater attention to the specific elements of 

local fisheries;
- Unfair competition from products coming from 

third countries;
- Problems arising from the complexity of 

implementing and enforcing the provisions laid 
down in the control regulations and the need 
for better law making and simplification of 
administrative procedures;

- The need to put in force a strategy for the 
sustainable development of fisheries-dependent communities as a way to cope with 
declining resources, low income, lack of attractiveness of the fishing profession, the weak 
competitiveness of the sector and the low added value of their products. Several interesting 
ongoing integrated projects in this area were outlined at the meeting.
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- Visit to the fish auction and to the fish sector of the harbour of Ponta Delgada and 
meeting at Lotaçor with Sao Miguel stakeholders

Members visited the port and were given a presentation describing the fishing activities in the 
Azores by the president of Lotaçor, Ms Cíntia Machado. Lotaçor operates 11 fish auctions in 
the archipelago and is responsible for the management of regional fishing ports.

This visit was followed by a meeting at Lotaçor premises with a large delegation of 
representatives from the sector (fishers, vessel owners, representatives of women's 
associations, of the port authority and of producers' and marketing organisations).

During the debate, several members of the delegation emphasised the importance of 
regionalisation in the new CFP and the key role that should be played by Regional Advisory 
Councils. It was also stressed that there was a solid consensus in the EP on the need for a 
stronger regional element in decision-making, taking greater account of regional specificities 
and the need for greater involvement of stakeholders in the design and management of 
fisheries policies, to holding a frank and open exchange of views and to giving the 
participants a better understanding of each other's respective activities.

- Visit to the Interpretation Centre of Capelinhos Volcano (Faial Island)

Members were received by the Regional Secretary for the Environment, the Sea Science and 
Technology, Dr. Fausto Brito e Abreu. They were offered a very interesting guided tour 
through the Interpretation Centre and had an interesting exchange of views on the fisheries 
specificities and marine environment aspects related to the archipelago.

Members were also given a very detailed presentation of new technologies applied to controls 
thanks to the use of autonomous aerial vehicles (drones) which can operate from six nautical 
up to 50 miles distance according to size and autonomy. The delegation had an opportunity to 
see one in action.
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There are three inspectors present in Faial, one in Pico, two in Terceira and three in São
Miguel who also regularly carry out inspection missions in the other islands of the 
archipelagos. In 2014 a total of 275 days inspection were recorded.

- Visit to the Regional Parliament (Horta, Faial Island)

Members were received by the President of the Regional Legislative Assembly of Azores, 
Mrs Ana Luisa Luis. A joint meeting took place with the Committee for Parliamentary 
Affairs, the Environment and Labour, chaired by Francisco Coelho and the Committee on 
Economy, chaired by Francisco César. The regional representatives presented the main 
concerns and specificities regarding fishing in Azores and Members of the delegation had the 
opportunity to raise several questions with them.

A dinner was 
offered in the 
evening to the 
delegation by the 

Regional 
Legislative 

Assembly, with 
the participation 
of several 
members of the 

Regional 
Assembly and 
representatives of 
the sector.
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- Visit to the Department of Oceanography and Fisheries (DOP) of the University of Azores 
(Horta, Faial Island)

The Department of Oceanography and Fisheries at the University of the Azores (UAç/DOP) 
was established in 1976 and is located in the town of Horta, Faial Island. 

Members of the delegation were received by Prof. Euder Silva and met several members of 
the DOP team. They were given a comprehensive presentation about the activities of the 
DOP.

The Northeast Atlantic, and in particular the Azores Region, is an area of international interest 
for oceanographic, fisheries and biodiversity studies. The team members at UAç/DOP have 
been involved in developing different activities within these fields, in a multidisciplinary 
effort to translate this knowledge into a better understanding of the dynamics of this region, 
and its biological, physical, chemical and geological relation with other oceanic regions of the 
world. Main research programmes deal with the description, experimentation and modelling 
of oceanic ecosystems, within the areas of Ecology, Marine Biology, Physical and Chemical 
Oceanography, and Fisheries. Particularly interesting are the research activities related to 
habitat mapping and biodiversity, acoustic telemetry, satellite telemetry for oceanic species, 
deep sea ecosystems - seamounts and hydrothermal vents, science and technology for the 
deep sea, biological studies and organisms from extreme environments and oceanography. 
The DOP also participates in several long term programmes for the monitoring and 
management of marine fisheries, like the Portuguese Multiannual Data Collection 
Programme, the Azores Fisheries Observer programme and the Annual fishing cruise for the 
monitoring of demersal fish resources.
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- Visit to the whalers' museum

The Delegation arrived in Pico after 
a 25 minute crossing from Faial and 
then travelled to Lajes de Pico to 
visit the whalers' museum. 
Presented there is a brief story of 
whale hunting that was a major 
activity for Pico Island up to the 
seventies. Since the eighties this 
activity has been forbidden and has 
been transformed into whale 
watching and whale research. This 
provides an example for alternative 
solutions to marine industrial 
dismissed areas and offers a model
for reconversion and restructuring.

1987 the last Sperm whale was 
caught in the Azores, by the same traditional process, reminiscent of the pages of Melville's
Moby Dick, still using the hand harpoon and lance. The memory of this activity, however, has 
been preserved in the old stories of the last whalers, also sometimes called "Nameless 
heroes".

The first exhibition of a collection on the subject of whaling was displayed in a provisional 
building in 1979. It was the realization of a dream dating back to 1968. With the official 
opening of the Museum, in its present location, in August 1988, the Government of the 
Azores paid a long-deserved tribute to the whaling community. This was a decisive step 
towards the preservation of the memory of an activity which greatly shaped the islanders' 
lifestyle for over a century.

- Meeting with the Fisherman Federation of the Azores and with the fisheries stakeholders 
of Pico

The fishermen of Pico complained about the lack of means of transport to enable a swift 
export of locally caught and processed fish products both to mainland Portugal and abroad. 
The serious problem of low quality products imported from third countries (pangas is just one 
example) was recalled. These products are cheaper and have easier access on markets where 
consumers have lost economic purchasing power due to the ongoing economic crisis. 
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Problems related to the low level of allocated fish quotas were also mentioned (tuna). The 
discard ban represents an additional challenge.

The fishermen were also somewhat critical of exclusive EU competence, when the 
Commission is sometimes not fully aware of the situation on the spot.

Conclusions

This visit provided an excellent opportunity for the Committee delegation to get acquainted 
with the situation on the archipelago and thus have a better insight into the special 
characteristics of this outermost region, as well as to hold several meetings with regional 
stakeholders in order to discuss the main challenges and perspectives they are facing in the 
aftermath of the adoption of the new CFP.

The delegation was made aware of the need to find compromises and solutions in order to 
allow for new means of survival for these communities, so highly depending on fisheries 
bearing in mind the foremost objective of preserving resources in the region.

For further information, please see also the Note prepared by the EP's DG IPOL Policy 
Department B on Structural and Cohesion Policies on Fisheries in Azores.
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ANNEXES

PROGRAMME
PECH mission to Azores, Portugal

7 – 10 April 2015

Tuesday 7 April 2015 - São Miguel Island

14:30 Gathering in the lobby of the hotel Marina Atlântico and transfer by bus to meeting 
venue

15:00 - 15:45 Hearing with the Presidency of the Regional Government of the Azores

-Venue: Palácio da Conceição
Rua 16 de Fevereiro, 9504-509 Ponta Delgada
phone: +351 296 301 100

16:00 - 16:25 Transfer by bus to Rabo de Peixe

16:30 - 17:30 Visit to the COFACO canning industry in Rabo de Peixe

- Venue : Rua da Lapinha , 9500-115 Rabo de Peixe
phone : + 351 296 491 900

17:35 - 17:45 Transfer by bus to Rabo de Peixe harbour

18:00 - 19:00 Visit of the harbour of Rabo de Peixe

19:00-19:30 Transfer by bus to Ponta Delgada

Hotel Marina Atlântico
Address : Avenida João Bosco Mota Amaral n.º1, 9500-767 Ponta Delgada
phone: +351 296 307 900

Wednesday 8 April 2015 - São Miguel Island and Faial Island 

08:00 Gathering in the lobby of the hotel and transfer by bus to harbour

08:30-10:00 Visit to the fish auction and to the fish sector of the harbour of Ponta Delgada

- Venue : Núcleo de Pescas de Ponta Delgada
9500 Ponta Delgada

10:10 Transfer by bus to the headquarters of Lotaçor, S.A.

10:30 - 11:30 Meeting at Lotaçor S.A. with São Miguel stakeholders

- Venue : Rua Eng. Abel Ferín Coutinho, nº 15, 9500-191 Ponta Delgada
phone: +351 296 302 580
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13:20 - 14:10 Flight from Ponta Delgada to Horta (SP 578)

15:00 - 16:00 Lunch hosted by the Government of the Azores 

- Venue : Centro de Interpretação do Vulcão dos Capelinhos
Apartado 125, EC Horta 
9901 - 909 Horta 
phone: +351 292 200 470

16:00 - 16:45 Welcome by representatives of the Government of the Azores (presentation on 
Fisheries monitoring and enforcement in the Azores)

- Venue : Centro de Interpretação do Vulcão dos Capelinhos
Apartado 125, EC Horta 
9901 - 909 Horta 
phone: +351 292 200 470

17:00 - 17:45 Transfer by bus to Regional Parliament of the Azores

18:00 - 18:45 Welcome ceremony with the President of Regional Parliament of the Azores

- Venue : Rua Marcelino Lima, 9901-858 Horta
phone : +351 292207600

18:45 - 19:30 Meeting with the Committee for Parliamentary Affairs, the Environment and 
Labour and the Committee for Economics of the Azorean Regional Parliament

  - Venue : Rua Marcelino Lima, 9901-858 Horta
phone : +351 292207600 

20:00 - 23:00 Dinner hosted by Presidents of the Committee for Parliamentary Affairs, the 
Environment and Labour and  the Committee for Economics of the Azorean 
Regional Parliament

- Venue : restaurant "Genuíno Madruga"
Areinha Velha nº 9, Horta
Phone:+351 292 701 542

Hotel do Canal
Largo Dr. Manuel de Arriaga, 9900-026 Horta
phone: +351 292 202 120

Thursday 9 April 2015 - Faial Island and Pico Island

07:45 Gathering in the lobby of the hotel and transfer by bus to meeting venue

08:05-10:00 Visit to the Department of Oceanography and Fisheries of the University of the 
Azores (themes: introduction to research in the Azores, observers program, national 
program for data collection, demersal  fisheries, pelagic, MPAs)

- Venue : Rua Prof. Dr. Frederico Machado, 9901-862 Horta
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phone: +351 292 200 400

10:15 - 11:15 Meeting with the fisheries stakeholders of Faial

- Venue : Rua Prof. Dr. Frederico Machado, 9901-862 Horta
phone: +351 292 200 400

12:00 - 12:50 Lunch at your own expense

12:50 Transfer to the harbour of Horta

13:15 - 13:45 Transfer by boat to Pico Island, harbour of Madalena

14:00 - 15:30 Transfer by bus from Madalena to Lages (UNESCO Human heritage site)

15:45 - 16:45 Visit to the Whalers' museum to learn the Azorean experience to changing from 
an exploratory industry to a tourist one

- Venue : Rua dos Baleeiros 13, 9930-143 Lajes Do Pico
phone :+351 296 679 340

17:30 - 18:30 Transfer by bus from Lages to Madalena

18:45 - 20:00 Meeting with the Fisherman Federation of the Azores and with the fisheries 
stakeholders of Pico

- Venue : Av. Machado Serpa, 9950-9321 Madelena do Pico
phone : +351 202 623 994

20:15 - 20:30 Bus transfer to the harbour

20:35 - 21: 00 Transfer by boat from Madalena to Horta

21:30 Dinner hosted by Regional Government of the Azores 

- Venue : restaurant "Canto da Doca"
R. Nova, Angústias 9900-023 Horta
Phone: +351 292 292 444

Hotel do Canal
Largo Dr. Manuel de Arriaga, Horta, 9900-026
Phone: +351 292 202 120

Friday 10 April 2015 - Faial Island

07:00 – 07:30 Visit to Faial fish auction (optional)

- Venue : Cais de Santa Cruz, Angústias 9900-017 Horta
Phone : +351 292 391 018

*** END OF PROGRAMME ***
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