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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0359/2012by Maria Elena Solís Yánez (Spanish), on the 
authorisation of oil prospecting in Fuerteventura and Lanzarote (Canary 
Islands), allegedly infringing the Environmental Impact Assessment Directive 
and the Habitats Directive

Petition 0559/2012 by Pedro Hernández Camacho (Spanish), bearing 164 
signatures, on the authorisation of oil prospecting in Fuerteventura and 
Lanzarote (Canary Islands), allegedly infringing the Environmental Impact 
Assessment Directive and the Habitats Directive

Petition 0683/2012 by Ma del Carmen Cabrera González (Spanish), on the 
authorisation of oil prospecting in Fuerteventura and Lanzarote (Canary 
Islands), allegedly infringing the Water Framework Directive

Petition 1826/2012 by Daniel Pérez Creus (Spanish), on the authorisation of 
oil prospecting in Fuerteventura and Lanzarote (Canary Islands) 

1. Summary of petitions

Petition 0359/2012

The petitioner opposes the decision by the Spanish government to authorise oil prospecting 
around the islands of Fuerteventura and Lanzarote (Canary Islands). She alerts that the 
authorisation was given in a fast-track process, disregarding environmental lesgislation, and 
that it allows for drilling close to the coast (as close as 10 km) and neglects to specify the 
number of drilling wells allowed. Specifically, the petitioner points to infringements of the 
Environmental Impact Assessment (Directive 2011/92/EU), due to lack of proper assessment 
as well as consultation, and of the Habitats Directive (Directive 92/43/EEC), given that 
nearby areas are "protected by European legislation." Furthermore, the petitioner states that 
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the local administrations oppose petroleum activities in the area and points to a formal 
complaint lodged with the European Commission on 5 March.

Petition 0559/2012

This campaign opposes the decision by the Spanish government to authorise oil prospecting 
around the islands of Fuerteventura and Lanzarote (Canary Islands), via Royal Decree 
547/2012 of 16 March 2012. The petitioners highlight that there is broad popular opposition 
to the authorisation, which would allow for drilling close to the coast (as close as 10 km) and 
which neglects to specify the number of drilling wells allowed. Specifically, the petitioners 
point to infringements of the Environmental Impact Assessment (Directive 2011/92/EU), due 
to lack of proper assessment as well as consultation, of the Habitats Directive 
(Directive 92/43/EEC), given that nearby areas are ‘protected by European legislation’, and of 
the Birds Directive (Directive 2009/147/EC). Furthermore, the petitioners state that the local 
administrations oppose petroleum activities in the area and point to a formal complaints 
lodged with the European Commission: EU Pilot 3279/12/ENV and CHAP(2012)00876).

A letter dated 2 May was received from the municipal authorities of Haría (Las Palmas, island 
of Lanzarote). In the letter, the authorities express their unanimous rejection of the 
authorisation to carry out oil prospecting activities in the area, and ask the European 
Parliament to ensure that environmental directives are enforced.

Petition 0683/2012

The petitioner opposes the decision by the Spanish government to authorise oil prospecting 
around the islands of Fuerteventura and Lanzarote (Canary Islands), via Royal Decree 
547/2012 of 16 March 2012. Alerting that the authorisation allows for deepwater prospecting 
(3,500 metres) and that it does not specify the number of drilling wells allowed, the petitioner 
supports the opposition of the local administrations to such activities and cites their formal 
complaints lodged with the European Commission: EU Pilot 3279/12/ENV and 
CHAP(2012)00876. The petitioner highlights the infringement of the Water Framework 
Directive (Directive 2000/60/EC).

Petition 1826/2012 

The petitioner opposes the decision by the Spanish government to authorise oil prospecting 
around the islands of Fuerteventura and Lanzarote (Canary Islands), via Royal Decree 
547/2012 of 16 March 2012. Alerting that the authorisation allows for deepwater prospecting 
(3,500 metres) and that it does not specify the number of drilling wells allowed, the petitioner 
supports the opposition of the local administrations to such activities and cites their formal 
complaints lodged with the European Commission: EU Pilot 3279/12/ENV and 
CHAP(2012)00876. The petitioner highlights the infringement of the EIA Directive, the 
Habitats Directive, as well as the Birds Directive

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 6 July 2012 for petition 0359/2012.
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Declared admissible on 14 September 2012 for petition 0559/2012
Declared admissible on 28 September 2012 for petition 0683/2012
Declared admissible on 17 July 2013 for for petition 1826/2013
Information requested from Commission under Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 27 November 2012

For petitions 359/2012, 559/2012 and 683/2012

The Commission was made aware of the issue of the oil drilling in Spanish waters near the 
Canary Islands by means of a significant number of complaints and several questions tabled by 
the European Parliament.

There are two main issues currently subject to investigation by the Commission: those 
concerning EU environmental legislation, namely Directives 92/43/EC1 and 2011/92/EU2 and 
those related to EU energy law, principally to Directive 94/22/EC3. 

On the environmental side of the issue, and following an exchange with the Commission, in the 
context of one of the above-mentioned investigations, Spain committed itself to conduct a full 
environmental impact assessment in conformity with Directive 2011/92/EU that would take into
account all relevant environmental aspects, namely those arising from Directive 92/43/EC. As 
regards EU energy law, the Commission is awaiting a formal statement from the Spanish 
authorities in order to assess compliance with the relevant legislation. 

The public consultation that will be conducted within the environmental impact assessment 
procedure will be the most appropriate opportunity to raise all the evidence brought to the 
attention of the Commission by the many complainants.

Conclusion

Since the project has not been authorised and the Spanish authorities confirmed to the 
Commission that a full environmental impact assessment of the project, including public 
consultation, will be conducted prior to the authorisation of the project (if the project is finally to 
be authorised), the Commission considers that it is premature at this stage to establish a breach of 
applicable EU environmental law in this case.

4 Commission reply (REV), received on 19 December 2013

For petitions 359/2012, 559/2012, 683/2012 and 1826/2012

                                               
1 Council Directive 92/43/EEC of 21 May 1992 on the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and 
flora. OJ L 206, 22.7.1992.
2 Directive 2011/92/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 13 December 2011 on the assessment 
of the effects of certain public and private projects on the environment Text with EEA relevance. OJ L 26, 
28.1.2012
3 Directive 94/22/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 30 May 1994 on the conditions for 
granting and using authorizations for the prospection, exploration and production of hydrocarbons. Official 
Journal L 164 , 30/06/1994 P. 0003 - 0008
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The Commission is aware of the potentially negative environmental effects that may result from 
the implementation of the exploration project in question. However, the ultimate decision to 
exercise control over their natural resources remains with the national authorities in the Member 
States, within the limits of EU legislation. Strict compliance with the relevant provisions of 
environmental EU law will significantly help avoid or minimise potential risks. 

The investigation carried out by the Commission has shown that the project is currently 
undergoing an environmental impact assessment (EIA) procedure pursuant to Directive 
2011/92/EU1 with a view to identifying and taking into account all the environmental aspects of 
the research activities. This EIA procedure has included a public consultation period whereby 
any person concerned was entitled to submit all elements and documents in their possession that 
would point to the possible negative effects of the project on the environment. 

The information available to the Commission indicates that the exploration permits in question 
do not authorize the commercial extraction of hydrocarbons, nor do they imply an automatic 
authorization of that activity. 

Conclusion

As the exploration project in question has not been authorised yet, the Commission has been 
unable to identify any infringement of EU environmental law at this point and, therefore, the EU 
investigation referred to above has been closed. Should any new indication of a possible breach 
of the relevant provisions of EU environmental law come to light, the Commission will not 
hesitate to take adequate action

                                               
1 Directive 2011/92/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 13 December 2011 on the assessment 
of the effects of certain public and private projects on the environment Text with EEA relevance.  OJ L 26, 
28.1.2012


