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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition No 1527/2013 by Luis Maria Taboada Gonzalez (Spanish) on town
planning irregularities in the town of Ferrol

1. Summary of petition

The petition concerns proposals for the urban redevelopment of parts of the city of Ferrol 
which will apparently be part-funded by the EU. The petitioner is protesting that the right of 
residents to participate and make their views known regarding this project has not been 
permitted by the authorities except for a provision indicating they had but one day to respond. 

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 19 May 2014. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
216(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 28 February 2015

The Commission's observations

The town hall of Ferrol was awarded an ERDF co-financing of EUR 8.003.513 to implement 
an integrated urban project to rehabilitate three historical neighbourhoods of the maritime city 
of Ferrol.  

The project is managed by the town hall through delegation from the managing authority, the 
Ministry of Tax and Public Administration, which is in charge of the overall coordination and 
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monitoring of the 2007-2013 urban initiatives. 

Like other urban initiatives throughout Spain, the Ferrol urban programme, has a procedure to 
ensure citizens' and stakeholders' participation. 

First of all, during the preparatory phase, many social and citizen organisations supported the 
project: the main trade unions and entrepreneurial associations, the chamber of commerce of 
Ferrol, the association of hospitality entrepreneurs, the local traders' association, the bank “La 
Caixa”, the University of A Coruña, the concerned neighbours’ associations etc.

Secondly, during the execution phase, there were annual citizens' information meetings to 
monitor the progress of the project. They took place on the following dates: 29/06/2009, 
30/09/2009, 8/07/2010, 24/11/2010, 22/03/2011 and 08/04/2013. The content and conclusions 
of these meetings can be consulted online: www.ferrol.es/urban/. Furthermore, 32 sectorial 
meetings took place in order to take on board the views of the different professional sectors 
concerned by the project: health, tourism, commerce, socio-cultural, neighbours etc.

Thirdly, there is a post-box for suggestions on the webpage of the project. The suggestions 
made by the associations have been taken into account when they have been considered 
feasible. For example, the project of the opening of the municipal park Reina Sofia has been 
profoundly modified following a petition by a citizens' cooperative. 

Finally, there is a physical office where any person can be informed about all aspects of the 
project. There is direct e-mail communication with 35 citizen organisations, and the project 
promoted a programme for capacity building of non-profit organisations in order to facilitate 
their participation and involvement in the project.

Conclusion

According to the information provided by the managing authority and the local authorities, 
this urban project complies with the common practice to ensure and promote the participation 
of civil society in urban projects. Furthermore, in application of the principle of subsidiarity, 
and without prejudice to the powers vested in the Commission, notably for implementing the 
general budget of the European Union, for the management of projects funded by the ERDF, 
it is up to the national authorities, at the appropriate territorial level, to ensure compliance 
with the national procedures, including those conferring a right to residents for participating 
and making their views known regarding a specific project.


