
CM\1052980EN.doc PE551.813v01-00

EN United in diversity EN

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 2014 - 2019

Committee on Petitions

28.2.2015

NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 2107/2013 by A.M.P. (Spanish), on air pollution 

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner specialises in the area of air pollution research, more specifically pollution by 
fine articles in Barcelona and elsewhere in Europe. He claims that his research has shown that 
Spain and other EU countries are in breach of the maximum levels of particles concentration 
as fixed by the Directive 2001/81/EC on national emission ceilings for certain atmospheric 
pollutants as well as 2008/50/EC on ambient air quality and cleaner air for Europe. 

He points out that the Commission has already extended the transposition deadline from 2010 
to 2013 and the MSs have still not brought it to the line with the required levels as set in the 
directives. He is very concerned since this is not only a problem of the environment but also
of the public health which is at risk. A number of diseases are associated with air pollutants, 
especially of cardiovascular, respiratory nature but also related to cancer cases. He is using his 
right as an EU citizen and expresses his desire to make EU countries to comply with the 
directives.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 5 September 2014. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 216(6).
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3. Commission reply, received on 28 February 2015

As regards the limit values for PM10 laid down by Directive 2008/50/EC1 mentioned by the 
petitioner, an infringement procedure is currently ongoing. An additional letter of formal 
notice was sent to the Spanish authorities on 22 February 2013 for the breach of Articles 13 
and 23 of the Directive. On 17 October 2014, after thorough assessment of the reply 
submitted by the Spanish authorities, the Commission adopted a reasoned opinion, which is 
the last step before lodging an application to Court.

Regarding compliance by Spain with its NOx national emission ceiling (847 tons/year) 
applicable from 2010, as set out in Annex I of Directive 2001/81/EC2 referred to by the 
petitioner, emissions previously reported by the Spanish authorities for the years 2010, 2011 
and 2012 would have indicated transgressions of that ceiling. However, the latest data 
communicated in December 2014 by the Spanish authorities concerning the year 2013 show 
that preliminary figures for NOx emissions are below this ceiling.

Conclusion

Given that final emission figures for the year 2013 will have to be provided by the Spanish 
authorities by the end of 2015 in accordance with Article 8(1) of Directive 2001/81/EC (while 
emission data for the year 2014 will have to be communicated by the end of 2015 and 2016), 
there is no indication to date that Spain does not currently comply with its NOx national 
emission ceiling.

                                               
1 OJ L 152, 11.6.2008, p. 1
2 OJ L 309, 27.11.2001, p. 22.


