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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition No 2438/201 by Doros Polykarpou (Cypriot), on behalf of 
Muhammad Altaf, on the issuing of a residence permit to Muhammad Altaf 
in Cyprus

1. Summary of petition

The petition concerns a Mr Muhammad Altaf, who fled Kashmir and applied for asylum in 
Cyprus in 2003. Eight years later he was granted refugee status, but he is now about to start a 
hunger strike with some other recognised refugees. He currently holds a temporary residence 
permit, granted for three years, which in practice prevents him from obtaining employment. 
The petition states that Cyprus does not follow the same asylum policy as other countries, and 
its Government’s conduct conflicts with e.g. Directive 2004/83/EC as well as the Geneva 
Convention (1951) and the promulgation of the Treaty on European Union. He considers 
himself a political refugee who cannot return to his home country. 

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 26 September 2014. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 216(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 28 February 2015

As guardian of the Treaties establishing the European Union, the European Commission pays 
particular attention to situations in the Member States which might be in breach of the 
European Law. The European Commission only intervenes when there is evidence that either 
Union law is wrongly transposed by a Member State or the national authorities are 
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systematically applying the legal instruments in a way which is in breach of EU law.

For individual cases, recourse can be made to the national remedies as it  is  for the national 
courts to ensure that the authorities comply with the national rules.

As for the problems raised in the petition, rules on the acquisition of citizenship of a Member 
State are generally outside of the scope of EU Law. With regard to access to long-term 
resident status and the alleged lack of integration programs for beneficiaries of international 
protection, the petition does not contain any specific evidence of a possible incompatibility 
with EU law.

Conclusion

Therefore, at this stage, a clear basis for further action by the Commission on the specific 
points raised by the petitioner cannot be found. The Commission is in close contacts with the 
Cypriot authorities on various asylum related issues and will continue to closely monitor the 
asylum situation, including the situation of beneficiaries of international protection in Cyprus.


