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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition No 2696/2013 by Olga Sayago Solano (Spanish) on Erasmus 
scholarships in Spain

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner is a Spanish student and the holder of an Erasmus scholarship for 2013/2014. 
With regard to this, she is protesting against the decision of the Spanish Government to cut 
the supplementary aid scholarship, which corresponds to around EUR 80 per month. She 
alleges that this decision would compromise the situation of many Erasmus scholarship 
holders already studying abroad at their own expense, given that in practice the same EU 
scholarship does not cover the living costs associated with a university placement in Europe.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 28 November 2014. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 216(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 28 February 2015

Erasmus students receive a grant from the EU budget to contribute to the increased costs 
incurred during a study or training mobility abroad with the Erasmus+ programme. The 
European Commission also encourages Member States to complement the EU budget with 
additional funding, to top-up the EU grant and/or to fund more students. However the amount 
that they devote to this is a decision which rests entirely with the Member State concerned 
within the context of their national budgetary possibilities, and the European Union has no 
competence to regulate this additional aid. 
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During the academic year 2013-2014, the Spanish government decided to decrease the level 
of co-financing due to budgetary constraints. However, it was decided not to cut the funding 
of students who were already abroad at the time of the change. 

As from the academic year 2014-15, the level of the student grant proposed under the new 
Erasmus+ programme is fairer and more transparent than under the previous programme. The 
exact amount a student receives from EU funds, between the minimum and maximum level 
set by the European Commission, is decided annually by the national agencies and in 
agreement with the national authorities, based on the demand for places and the level of 
national co-financing. 

During the academic year 2014-15, Spanish students may be awarded an Erasmus+ EU grant 
which ranges from 200€ to 300€ per month, depending on the country of destination, and 
increased by 100€ in the case of mobility for traineeships or students coming from
disadvantaged socio-economic backgrounds. This total amount is not aimed at covering all the 
costs incurred during the mobility period abroad, but only to contribute to the increased costs. 
It is higher than in previous years and corresponds roughly to the EU average during the 
academic year 2011-2012. 

In addition, national co-funding in Spain is applied by a different approach as compared to the 
past. Instead of topping-up the EU grant (higher than in the past), it funds additional 
mobilities according to specific criteria. This new methodology should ensure full 
transparency to students on their grant level prior to their exchange, and avoid any changes 
during their period abroad.

Conclusion

The Commission has no authority over Member States regarding whether and how they 
provide co-financing to mobile students. In the case of Spain, the government has supported 
the mobility of Spanish students, and will continue doing so under Erasmus+, despite the 
budgetary constraints it is facing. Not all Member States provide a complement to the EU 
funding, and the Commission welcomes the efforts of the Spanish government to ensure that 
opportunities for Spanish students are maximised. At the same time, the new Erasmus+ 
programme provides fairer and more transparent grants to students.


