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Committee on Petitions

28.2.2015

NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition No 2845/2013 by Grzegorz Łomanko (Polish) regarding a flight 
ban over Natura 2000 areas

1. Summary of petition

Drawski Landscape Park and Natura 2000 areas are located in the immediate vicinity of the 
military airport in Świdwin. The airport is used, among other things, as a base for test flights 
for jet aircraft. The petitioner demands a ban on flights of such aircraft from the said airport 
due to the noise they generate

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 9 December 2014. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 216(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 28 February 2015

‘First of all it should be noted that indeed, the Natura 2000 site "Ostoja Drawska" (Special 
Protection Area designated pursuant to the Birds Directive1) is located in the vicinity of the 
Świdwin military airport. Pursuant to Article 6(2) of the Habitats Directive2, which applies also 
to the sites designated pursuant to the Birds Directive, Member States shall take appropriate steps 
to avoid, in the special areas of conservation, the deterioration of natural habitats and the habitats 

                                               
1 Directive 2009/147/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 30 November 2009 on the 
conservation of wild birds, OJ L 20, 26.1.2010, p. 7.
2 Council Directive 92/43/EEC of 21 May 1992 on the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and 
flora, OJ L 206, 22.7.1992, p. 7.
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of species as well as disturbance of the species for which the areas have been designated, in so 
far as such disturbance could be significant in relation to the objectives of this Directive.

Having said this, it should be noted that the petitioner did not provide any specific information 
how the military activity affects the integrity of the site. The mere fact that the military jets 
overfly the Natura 2000 site does not mean that this activity affects the integrity of the site, 
leading to its ecological deterioration, or that it significantly disturbs protected species of birds. 
In this respect it should be noted that the history of the military airport in Świdwin dates back to
early 1950s and the Natura 2000 site was established in October 2007; i.e. the area has 
maintained its importance for birds in spite of more than five decades of military activity in its 
vicinity. Additionally, it should be emphasized that available literature for the site (IBA 
catalogue 2010) and the Natura 2000 management plan for the site do not even mention noise or 
pollution caused by the jets among the threats for the nature values of the site.

Conclusion

The information provided by the petitioner does not indicate a breach of EU law.


