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End Ecocide in Europe was a European Citizens’ Initiative which closed on 22 January 2014 

with 114,927 signatures (105,739 online and 9,188 on paper). Since then, a further over 

70,000 signatures have been collected, amounting to a total of over 185,000 citizens 

supporting a law of ecocide prevention. These signatories call upon the European Parliament 

to prohibit, prevent and pre-empt ecocide, the extensive damage or destruction of 

ecosystems. 
 

We ask the European Union to consider new legal concepts, with the hope to inspire a new 

Ecocide Directive. It would apply in five cases:  

 On EU territory, or 

 committed by EU citizens, or 

 committed by EU companies, even if happening outside Europe 

 The import of goods and services resulting from activities causing ecocide into the 

EU; or 

 The financing of activities causing ecocide by EU banks and other financial 

institutions, no matter where these activities take place 
 

The EU has jurisdiction to adopt such a directive, as confirmed by the acceptance of our ECI 

for signature collection and by legal experts in advance of the Environmental Crimes 

Directive1.  
 

Background 

End Ecocide in Europe is an entirely volunteers-driven grass roots movement aimed at 

protecting ecosystems on which all life on earth – including human - depends. The main idea 

is intriguingly simple: Large-scale environmental damage must become a crime. A crime for 

which those in positions of superior responsibility can be held accountable. This crime has a 

name: Ecocide - the extensive damage to, destruction of or loss of ecosystem(s) of a given 

territory. 

This idea is not new but has been discussed for over 50 years.  Ecocide was included as an 

international Crime Against Peace alongside Genocide, Crimes Against Humanity, War 

Crimes and Crimes of Aggression in the draft of the Rome Statute in the 1990s, but 

withdrawn at the eleventh hour. Only article 8, 2, b, iv still includes the reference to 

“widespread, long-term and severe damage to the natural environment” as a war crime, 

resulting in the absurd fact that today ecocide is a crime during war time but not during 

peace.   

                                                      
1
 see Commission staff working paper on the Establishment of an acquis on criminal sanctions against 

environmental offences, at http://www.eumonitor.eu/9353000/1/j9vvik7m1c3gyxp/vi7jgss56gy1#p1  

http://www.eumonitor.eu/9353000/1/j9vvik7m1c3gyxp/vi7jgss56gy1#p1


 

"Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world; 
indeed, it is the only thing that has ever done" Margaret Mead 

What  would the law of ecocide change? 
 

The proposed ecocide law is fundamentally different from existing environmental legislation. 

First of all, it advocates for the application of criminal law to cases of environmental 

destruction, a novelty in many countries.  

Secondly, it looks at entire ecosystems. In ecology, an ecosystem describes a unit composed 

of communities of living organisms and their environment, exchanging energy and matter in 

order to maintain and develop life. In existing law, each element contributing to life is more 

or less protected, but interdependencies and connections between the elements are 

neglected. The ecocide law, to the contrary, applies a holistic perspective and offers the 

possibility to account for interdependencies. 

The law of ecocide further shifts the focus from assessing risks and probabilities (how likely 

is it that something happens?) towards assessing potential consequences of an activity (how 

devastating would the damage be?): If an activity has potentially devastating consequences, 

this activity must not be allowed. This constitutes an important change of perspectives and 

encourages decision-makers to apply the precautionary principle.  
 

Why do we need the law of ecocide? 
 

 to act as one law to end different types of environmental destruction 

 to hold decision-makers directly liable and accountable 

 to preserve and protect biodiversity 

 to protect entire ecosystems, not just individual elements such as soil, air, fauna & 

flora 

 to trigger the transformation to a sustainable and low-carbon economy 

 to honour our duty to future generations 

 to contribute to a shift in values, recognising the earth's intrinsic worth  

 

Further information 

 Website: www.endecocide.eu 

 End Ecocide on the European Commission’s ECI register: 

http://ec.europa.eu/citizens-

initiative/public/initiatives/obsolete/details/2013/000002 

 Contact: Prisca Merz, initiator: prisca@endecocide.eu, phone: +44 7778075312 
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