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Memo: The Right to Petition.

Definition: A petition is a written appeal that calls upon an institution or political authority, preferably a parliament, 

to act upon the issues raised by the petitioner when it has the competence, the ability or the power to do so.

Fundamental premises:

 That the right of petition to parliament by a citizen, resident or association constitutes a fundamental right in itself which 

must be able to be exercised without fear of persecution or reprisal.

 That the right of petition is a constituent and basic element of a functioning participatory democracy which, when acted 

upon with fairness and transparency by the parliament concerned, can contribute not only to the reinforcement and 

consolidation of effective representative democracy, but also enhance the stature of the parliament itself in the eyes of the 

people.

 The right of petition, and the way in which petitioners are respected, reflects the inherent vocation and ambition of a 

parliament to go beyond the essential legislative function and fully represent, reflect and respond to the concerns and 

rights of citizens and residents in their daily lives.

 An effective petitions system is based upon procedures that are essentially fair, open and responsive, where decisions 

concerning petitions are taken democratically by the elected members, and where results are recorded, published and 

communicated to the petitioner within a reasonable time.

 That each petition is assessed on its substance and its pertinence and that issues of admissibility are addressed on this basis 

and not on a partisan basis, or one which could be suspected of political bias, and where in case of doubt the petitioner 

should be the beneficiary of that doubt in the first instance.

 That on receipt of a valid and admissible petition, a parliament must be entitled to the loyal cooperation of those bodies 

which may be able to assist in the investigation of the petition, or which may be called into question by the petition.

 That, especially in cases of general importance or wider political significance, petitioners should have the right to attend 

and actively participate in any proceeding or hearing which is based upon their petition to which they may be invited by the 

competent body, preferably by a Petitions Committee.

Process and management of petitions:

 Decisions regarding the scope of petitioning and the procedure of admissibility should in principle, be consensus-based.

 Registration, administration and management of petitions should fully integrate the principles of best practice and public 

service and aim to achieve a fair and efficient process, which incorporates the highest standards of integrity. 

 All petitions should be public documents, unless the petitioner specifically requests otherwise: data privacy laws should 

apply; petitions can be submitted electronically or conventionally.

 Petitions are to be assessed on substance and content; the level of public support should be recorded and taken into 

consideration particularly having regard to the objective of the petition.


