
– Petition 2887/2013 by Harilaos Marmarou (Greek), on behalf of the Struggle 
Committee of Fyli (Epitropi Agona Fylis), which is accompanied by 1 520 
signatures, on the effects of the sanitary landfill on the surrounding area and its 
residents, as well as on its definitive closure.

The petitioner refers to the Fyli sanitary landfill site, which has a surface area of 4.5 million 
square metres, has been in operation since 1960 and is located close to housing and 
commercial buildings. It has been expanded several times and also houses recycling facilities; 
however, mainly mixed and untreated waste residue has been buried as landfill. Its operation 
has a significant impact on residents’ health, due to inhalation of airborne particles, as well as 
water and food contamination (cases of cancer, teratogenesis, respiratory diseases, 
lung/dermatological/hepatic diseases, thyroid gland and nervous system disorders, allergies). 
Moreover, it has adverse effects on the environment (air, soil and aquifer), which have been 
confirmed by environmental inspectors and university studies, as well as social and financial 
consequences for the local residents. They request that members of the Committee on 
Petitions visit the landfill, that the landfill and all the facilities located within it are shut down 
immediately, that environmentally friendly alternative waste management methods be 
established, together with a recycling system, that measures for the protection of the 
environment and the health of the citizens be taken, and that a toxicological-epidemiological 
study be conducted immediately on the population of the local municipality by independent 
international organisations.

Information 

– The members of the Committee on Petitions, who made a fact-finding visit to landfills in 
various regions of Greece in September 2013, also made an unscheduled visit, at the 
local residents’ request, to the Fyli landfill site, and had the opportunity to see for 
themselves the situation in the area. The landfill cell extends from 250 metres below 
ground level to 250 metres above ground level, and receives mixed waste from across 
Attica as well as from regions of the Peloponnese. There are frequent complaints, that 
have later been substantiated, about illegal burial of all kinds of waste, including 
infectious hospital waste. 

– Petition 1710/2013, concerning the same landfill, is related to the present petition

Recommendations

– Declare admissible;
– Request information from the Commission;
– Examine together with petition 1710/2013;
– Forward to the petitioner the working document on the fact-finding mission to Greece 

from 18 to 20 September 2013, concerning waste management in Attica, Peloponnese, 
Thesprotia and Corfu (DT 1019643 EL), which refers to the Fyli landfill in particular 
and also includes recommendations for the landfill. 
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