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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Petitions calls on the Committee on the Environment, Public Health and 
Food Safety, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its 
motion for a resolution:

1. Considers that the Commission’s follow-up to the European Citizens’ Initiative (ECI)
Right2Water (R2W), as proposed in its communication, falls short of expectations as the 
Commission had already announced that it would step up efforts towards ensuring full 
implementation of EU water legislation by the Member States, reviewing the EU Drinking 
Water Directive and proposing amendments;

2. Stresses that an ECI is an important tool for making citizens’ voices heard in the 
legislative procedure and that an admissible and appropriate ECI should in principle result 
in a new Commission legislative proposal, at least when the Commission has committed 
itself to doing so, as in the case of the ECI R2W;

3. Recalls the obligation to guarantee access to justice and information in environmental 
matters, and public participation in decision-making, as laid down in the Aarhus 
Convention; calls on the Commission to proactively set up a campaign to inform EU 
citizens about the achievements of the Convention in the field of transparency and the 
effective tools already at their disposal, and to fulfil the provisions referring to the EU 
institutions;

4. Notes that every year its Committee on Petitions receives a significant number of petitions 
from EU citizens expressing their concerns about water quality and waste-water 
management; considers that these petitions demonstrate a genuine interest on the part of 
citizens in thorough enforcement and further development of water-related EU legislation;

5. Urges the Commission to take the citizens’ concerns and warnings in such petitions 
seriously and to act upon them, in particular when there is still time to prevent pollution 
and mismanagement;

6. Calls on the Commission to draw up binding legislation to ensure that all information on 
water quality and water management is made available by the competent authorities to the 
citizens concerned in an easily accessible and understandable form, and that citizens are 
fully informed in good time about any water-management projects so that they can be 
consulted and get involved;

7. Calls on the Member States to complete their River Basin Management Plans as a matter 
of urgency and to implement them properly with full respect for the overriding ecological 
criteria;

8. Calls on the Commission to carefully monitor the use of EU funding for water-
management projects and to ensure that such funding is used only for projects for which it 
was intended.


