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Research – dual-use

18. To ensure the long-term competitiveness of the European defence industry and 
secure the modern capabilities needed, it is essential to retain defence Research 
& Technology (R&T) expertise, especially in critical defence technologies. The 
European Council invites the Member States to increase investment in 
cooperative research programmes, in particular collaborative investments, and 
to maximise synergies between national and EU research. Civilian and defence 
research reinforce each other, including in key enabling technologies and on 
energy efficiency technology. The European Council therefore welcomes the 
Commission's intention to evaluate how the results under Horizon 2020 could 
also benefit defence and security industrial capabilities. It invites the 
Commission and the European Defence Agency to work closely with Member 
States to develop proposals to stimulate further dual use research. A Preparatory 
Action on CSDP-related research will be set up, while seeking synergies with 
national research programmes whenever possible.

Excerpt from Council Conclusions on Common Security and Defence Policy, 
26 November 2013

35. The Council encourages Member States to continue to invest in R&T in order to 
retain defence R&T expertise and contribute to innovation and competitiveness. 
Recognizing the consequences of the trend to cut in defence R&T, the Council 
encourages the Member States, EDA and the European Commission to preserve 
and further develop identified critical defence technologies, increase 
collaborative investments, maximize synergies between national and EU 
instruments and monitor the development of critical defence technologies.

36. The Council calls for concrete actions to exploit the potential for synergies 
between civil and defence research, notably: intensified cooperation between 
the European Commission, Member States and EDA in research programmes; 
innovative solutions for stimulating private funding in R&T; and proposals for 
relevant research topics which could be funded under a Preparatory Action from 
the European Commission on CSDP-related research, to be prepared together 
with Member States, EDA and EEAS. As a matter of priority, the Council
encourages the European Commission and EDA to work on solutions with the 
Member States, industry and research institutions to set up an EU framework 
allowing and improving the mutual use of civilian and military research results 
for dual use applications, including results on the so called “key enabling 
technologies" stemming from Horizon 2020 and other civil focus programmes.


