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The Critical Maritime Routes programme (CMR):

Following the objectives of the Indicative Programme 2009-2011 for the Instrument for Stability, the European 

Union has set up the “Critical Maritime Routes” programme in order to address the transregional problem of the 

security and safety of essential maritime routes. The emphasis is on capacity building (providing legal assistance 

and training) on regional level for exchange of information and cooperation and subsequent implementation at 

national level. The interventions focus on coast guard, maritime law enforcement with a coast guard function 

and/or other maritime authorities of selected countries, notably where the threat has appeared more recently and 

the gap in capacity is high.

The action currently consists of five projects, with the aim to link them up progressively in the near future, thus 

contributing to create trans-regional synergies and increase maritime security and safety of critical maritime 

routes:

CMR Monitoring, Support and Evaluation Mechanism (CRIMSON): The overall objective of CRIMSON is to 

strengthen the trans-regional coordination, coherence and complementarities among the various projects 

contained in the Critical Maritime Routes Programme (CMR), both within the programme itself (CMR internal 

coherence) and with respect to any other relevant EU initiative (EU internal coherence). Ultimately increase the 

coherence with projects carried out or planned by EU member states bilaterally or by other international and 

regional stakeholders (external coherence). Additionally assess the CMR regarding the lessons learned and 

results reached by the implementation of the CMR.

CMR Western Indian Ocean: Two complementary projects dedicated to counter-piracy coexists in the Western 

Indian Ocean (WIO). Enhancing maritime security and safety through information sharing and capacity 

building (MARSIC) and Law enforcement capacity building in East Africa (CRIMLEA).

Decided in 2010, in force since 2011, the MARSIC project is the main instrument that aims to promote the 

resolutions issued by the Djibouti Code of Conduct (DCoC). The overall objective of MARSIC is to reinforce the 

capacity of regional coastal states’ maritime administrations, law enforcement and coast guards to respond in 

particular to piracy and armed robbery against ships, as well as to other maritime security and safety threats.

The CRIMLEA project “aims at enabling the national law enforcement agencies to efficiently respond to maritime 

piracy at regional level, providing them with the necessary training and equipment to conduct these operations 

effectively and within a legal framework.

CMR Indian Ocean (CRIMARIO): The CRIMARIO project aims at enhancing maritime domain awareness, 

through cooperation actions in the Indian Ocean and South Asian areas. The project primarily focuses on 

Tanzania, Yemen, Kenya, India, Singapore and South Africa.

CMR Gulf of Guinea (CRIMGO): The CRIMGO project aims at complementing and reinforcing regional or 

international initiatives against piracy and armed robbery at sea in the Gulf of Guinea. This project concerns 

Benin, Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Nigeria, Sao Tome and Togo.
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Other EU initiatives related to maritime security and safety

Related, although not part of the CMR, some other initiatives and programmes sponsored by the EU or other 

international organisations, which share similar general objectives of the CMR have been identified:

The regional Maritime Security Programme (MASE): Under the 10th European Development Fund, MASE 

aims at supporting the ESA–IORS Plan, which was adopted in October 2010 in Mauritius.

Common Security and Defence Policy (CSDP) programmes: The EU CSDP sustains three missions directly 

related to the CMR Programme:

> Operation ATALANTA (http://eunavfor.eu/): The military framework of ATALANTA is the European Union 

Naval Force (EUNAVFOR), with more than 15 European contributing nations.Launched in December 2008, at the 

paroxysm of the Piracy’s threat in the Horn of Africa, Operation ATALANTA, whose current mandate runs until 

December 2014, seeks four main goals:

 protection of shipping of the World Food Programme’s humanitarian aid to Somalia,

 safeguard of vulnerable shipping,

 fighting the piracy groups,

 and monitoring of fishing activities.

The military framework of Atalanta is the European Union Naval Force (EUNAVFOR), with more than 15 

European contributing nations.

> EUTM Somalia: Launched in 2009 in support of UNSC Resolution 1872, European Union Training Mission in 

Somalia aims to strengthen the Somali National Government and the institutions of Somalia, by providing military 

training to members of the Somali National Armed Force. The training is mainly carried out in Uganda. The 

current mandate runs until December 2014.

> EUCAP NESTOR (http://www.eucap-nestor.eu/): This is a civilian mission augmented with military expertise, 

which aims at strengthening the maritime governance capacities of eight countries in the Horn of Africa and the 

Western Indian Ocean. Two work strands have been defined:

 strengthen the sea-going capacities of the Coast Guard in Djibouti, Kenya, Tanzania and Seychelles,

 train and equip Maritime police forces in Somaliland, Puntland and possibly in Galmudug.

Piracy Maritime Awareness and Risks project (PMAR): Following a resolution by the European Parliament on 

piracy at sea, The Joint Research Centre (JRC – http://ipsc.jrc.ec.europa.eu/) is carrying out an in-depth study of 

technologies intended to build up maritime awareness for the authorities in piracy affected regions in Africa. The 

JRC is doing this research to assess the usefulness of various data sources, explore ways to integrate them, and 

quantify their relative contributions.

Fight against Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated (IUU) fishing in the Indian Ocean: Following an EC 

funded programme (10 million € from 2007 to 2011) designed to fight illegal fishing off the coasts of Somalia, the 

currently underway Smart Fish Programme aims to increase the level of social, economic and environmental 

development and deeper regional integration in the Indian Ocean region through improved capacities for the

sustainable exploitation of fisheries resources.

Joint EU / United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) Programme: Jointly developed by the EU 

and the UNODC, the program is implemented, from 2009, by UNODC. The overall objective is to provide 

targeted support to countries in the WIO region for prosecution, police, judicial and prison services, with a 

particular focus on capacity and logistical needs associated with trying and detaining piracy suspects.
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SEACOP/ CORMS: Within the Cocaine Route Programme, under the Instrument for Stability Indicative 

Programme 2009-2011 it was created the SEACOP programme in order to “strengthen cooperation against 

maritime trafficking and supporting capacity building in the fight against international criminal networks in West 

Africa”. CORMS (http://corms.esteri.it/) is the monitoring and support mechanism to provide coherence to the 

program.

CGPCS (http://www.thecgpcs.org/): Created on January 14, 2009, pursuant to UNSC Resolution 1851, the 

Contact Group on Piracy off the Coast of Somalia (CGPCS) is a voluntary, ad hoc international forum that 

gathers countries, organizations, and industry groups with an interest in combating piracy.


