
 

 

8971/15   FP/aga 14 

ANNEX DGC 2B  EN 
 

22. The Council encourages the EDA in its new role to facilitate the coordination of military 

views in Single European Sky (SES), in order to address the objectives of Member States. 

Military views must be taken into account in the evolution of the European airspace in order 

to preserve the military’s operational requirements and their specificities. 

23. The Council encourages Member States to explore ways to cooperate taking into account the 

benefits of models such as the EATC, recalling the December 2013 European Council 

Conclusions. 

24. The Council encourages Member States, through their national decision making processes, to 

further utilise and implement the Policy Framework for Systematic and Long-Term Defence 

Co-operation, adopted in November 2014, in view of reinforcing systematic defence co-

operation in Europe, from priority-setting through in-service support to 

disposal/decommissioning. 

Strengthening the European Defence Technological and Industrial Base  

25. The Council welcomes the consultation process of all stakeholders co-organised by the 

Commission and the EDA on the Preparatory Action on CSDP-related research to be 

launched by the Commission in 2017. The Preparatory Action should, based on a positive 

evaluation with Member States, lead to a proposal for a wider research programme under the 

next Multi-annual Financial Framework, taking into account inter alia the Capability 

Development Plan and other CSDP requirements. The Council stresses that this CSDP-related 

defence-oriented research should recognise the specificities of the defence sector; be 

developed in close consultation with Member States at each phase; be aligned and consistent 

with the EDA activities and complementary to national research programmes for which 

Member States need to maintain their funding efforts; and that the importance of Member 

States' decision making is fully recognised, in line with applicable procedures. It welcomes 

the establishment of the Group of Personalities to provide advice on objectives, governance, 

modalities and scope. It also calls for the Preparatory Action to have the maximum available  
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 budget according to the financial regulations and due budgetary process to fully test the 

benefits of EU support for CSDP-related research. Moreover, EDA's capacity to manage this 

kind of projects will be tested and assessed in the meantime. 

26. The Council reiterates the need to maximise dual-use synergies in Research & Technology, in 

line with the December 2013 European Council conclusions. It invites the Commission, in 

consultation with EDA, to promote that relevant EU funding mechanisms are made more 

accessible to the defence industry, and SMEs in particular, to allow for full synergies in dual 

use technologies, noting that military capabilities remain owned and operated by Member 

States.  

27. Underlining the importance of the EDTIB, the Council welcomes the Commission's and 

EDA's efforts to support the EDTIB including to enhance its competitiveness and 

sustainability in the global market, and to stimulate jobs, innovation and growth in Member 

States. The Council recalls that these efforts should be inclusive with equal opportunities for 

defence industry in the EU, balanced and in full compliance with EU law. The Council 

encourages exploring linking investments in the European defence industry to the wider 

growth and investment agenda as put forward by European Commission President Juncker. It 

underlines the importance of improving cost-effectiveness and efficiency in the European 

security and defence market. To this end, it reiterates the need for the implementation and 

application of the two Defence Directives of 2009
3
, without prejudice to the Article 346 

TFEU. It also encourages the impact of the directives on cross-border defence co-operation in 

Europe to be analysed by the Commission and EDA in close co-operation with Member 

States, in order to provide policy recommendations based on this shared assessment. The 

Council also notes EDA’s ongoing work to identify Key Strategic Activities. 

                                                 
3
 Directive 2009/43/EC on transfers of defence-related products and Directive 2009/81/EC on defence and 

security procurement. 
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28. The Council welcomes the support of the Commission and EDA to Small and Medium-Sized 

Enterprises (SMEs) in the security and defence sector including through raising awareness 

about business opportunities and access to EU funding, facilitating access to EU funding 

programmes and cross border markets. The Council invites the Commission to further 

develop activities in this regard, including by promoting the participation of SMEs in the 

Preparatory Action on CSDP-related research. It welcomes the actions deriving from the EDA 

SME Action Plan and the establishment by the Commission of the Advisory Group on cross-

border access for SMEs to defence and security contracts and underlines the need for active 

participation by all relevant stakeholders, including Member States. The Council looks 

forward to the results of the Advisory Group in the next 12-18 months.  

29. The Councils encourages further work on standards and certification to be continued, which 

will benefit governments and industry alike by reducing costs and enhancing interoperability.  

30. Reiterating the political commitment expressed in the December 2013 European Council 

Conclusions, the Council emphasises the importance of security of supply arrangements for 

the development of long-term planning and co-operation, and for the functioning of the 

internal market for defence, and thus underlines the need to further improve security of 

supply. It notes ongoing efforts to this end, including through the development by the 

Commission, working with the Member States and in co-operation with the High 

Representative and the EDA, of a roadmap for a comprehensive EU-wide security of supply 

regime; and through other initiatives and actions. It recognises the need to explore all 

elements needed for such a wide-ranging regime. 

* * * 

31. The Council looks forward to the forthcoming discussion among Heads of State and 

Government providing strategic guidance to strengthen CSDP and deepen co-operation on 

security and defence in Europe, in light of the changing security environment, in accordance 

with the Treaties. The Council will continue to remain seized of the matter, monitor progress 

and provide input, and will take stock by November 2016 in order to allow the European 

Council to provide further guidance. 

_______________ 


