
EUMAM RCA

Since the preceding article was submitted for pub-
lication, EUFOR RCA has completed its mandate and 
the CSDP mission has been closed down. The 700 
personnel of the security force have returned to their 
respective countries, but the EU presence in Bangui 
and throughout Central African Republic endures. 

It endures in the highly visible presence of the EU Delegation, 
of the Commission’s ECHO and DEVCO reconstruction 
programmes and it endures with the launch of the EU 
Military Advisory Mission, EUMAM RCA. This latest CSDP 
mission, authorised in December 2014, was launched in 
March 2015.  Whilst it follows on from EUFOR, it has a 
very different purpose and this is reflected in its posture.

The secure compound created for and used exclusively 
by EUFOR, known as UCATEX, has been sold to the 
UN – recovering significant funds back to the Athena 
budget and the member states.  The sale includes a clause 
permitting the EU to retain a presence, rent-free, in a part 
of the compound; in case of need for future missions.  
This has been invoked for EUMAM which, in a manner 
not dissimilar to that of a lodger unit, is able to profit from 
a secure, patrolled base camp with much reduced need 
for its own resource-hungry Force Protection and Real 
Life Support manpower.  Accordingly, EUMAM RCA 
numbers approximately only 60 personnel; in contrast 
to EUFOR’s 700-strong presence.

Of course, the nature of the mission is different too.  
Whereas EUFOR needed platoons and companies of 
soldiers and gendarmes to patrol the streets of Bangui, 
this is a duty now taken on by the UN.  EUMAM RCA 
exists to offer counsel and advice to the Central African 
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Republic Defence Minister, Ministry of Defence and 
Army HQ.  The principal objective of EUMAM RCA is 
to help them to reform their Army, to regain a sense of 
purpose, self-pride and credibility and to become viewed 
by the population as a legitimate and accountable force 
for the protection of the citizens and the security of the 
country.

This reform process, known as Security Sector Reform 
(SSR), is a vital precursor to the subsequent disarmament, 
demobilisation and reconciliation, known as DDR, that 
will be launched by the party and candidate which wins 
the general and presidential elections due to be held later 
this year.

EUMAM RCA facts and figures:
Mission Commander: Brigadier General Dominique 
Laugel (FR).

Mission Aim: A 12-month mandate to advise the CAR 
military authorities on the management and reform of 
their resources, to support the UN where/when needed 
and to advise the EU Delegation.

Mission composition: 60 personnel, of whom 52% are 
Advisors, 25% RLS and 23% are Force Protection & 
Medics. ■
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