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Dr Rebecca Johnson FRSA is Director of the Acronym Institute for Disarmament 
Diplomacy.  With early training in physics and a PhD from London University (LSE) in 
multilateral diplomacy and international relations, she is a member of the International Panel 
on Fissile Materials and International Steering Group of the International Campaign to 
Abolish Nuclear Weapons (ICAN). A Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts (UK), Dr Johnson 
formerly served as Co-Chair of ICAN, senior advisor to the International WMD (Blix) 
Commission (2004-06) and Vice Chair of the Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists (2001-07), 
among other roles.

Dr Johnson has a long history of civil society organising and activism on peace and security 
issues. She is an internationally renowned writer on nuclear issues and author of numerous 
books and journals on security, disarmament, deterrence, non-proliferation, the United 
Nations, treaty-making and compliance, the Middle East and nuclear-dependent states. She 
produced the international journal Disarmament Diplomacy from 1996 to 2009 (see 
www.acronym.org.uk for archives). Among many chapters in academic books, she authored 
the chapter on Arms Control and Disarmament in the 2013 edition of the Oxford Handbook of 
Modern Diplomacy.  A featured analyst on disarmament, gender and security issues for 
openDemocracy, Dr Johnson is a frequent commentator for the BBC, CNN and other media 
on non-proliferation, security and the Middle East. Recent books include Unfinished 
Business, about civil society and government strategies to achieve the CTBT (United 
Nations, 2009), Trident and International Law: Scotland’s Obligations, (with Angie Zelter,
Luath Press, 2011), and Decline or Transform: Nuclear disarmament and security beyond the 
NPT review process (with Tim Caughley and John Borrie, London 2012).
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