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Budget, Finance and Public Administration Committee (COFAP) 

 
BACKGROUND:  
 
On 12 February 2015, a Special Committee on tax rulings and other measures similar in nature or 
effect (see resolution) – the TAXE Committee – was set up in the European Parliament to analyse so-
called aggressive tax planning practised by some EU Member States. 
 
As part of its ongoing work, the Chair of the TAXE Committee asked the competent committees in the 
national parliaments to report on whether:  
 

 they had been working on problems caused by tax evasion in their own Member State or 
elsewhere;  

 they were either informed or consulted on administrative practices such as tax rulings; 

 they were aware of multinational companies transferring profits generated in their own 
Member State to another country.  

 
COFAP opinion:  
 
On the first question, COFAP receives the Report on Combating Tax and Customs Fraud and Evasion 
every year, in accordance with the legal provisions in force. This report is submitted by the 
Government to the Assembly of the Republic, and it describes the activities carried out by the 
Government in this field as part of the Strategic Plan to Combat Tax and Customs Fraud and Evasion. 
The debate on tax planning is held against this background. Once this report has been forwarded to 
Parliament, the committee organises a hearing with the Secretary of State for Tax Affairs, and a 
debate is held between the member of the Government and COFAP members at the end of each 
legislative session.  
 
In addition, the committee looks into these issues as part of efforts made at EU level with a view to a 
concerted approach, in particular by scrutinising European initiatives on this topic and in related 
areas1 and by playing an active part in the corresponding developments, notably at 
interparliamentary meetings.  
 
With regard to the second and third questions, COFAP does not receive information and is not 
consulted on the matters referred to. It might however be pointed out that, when the case known as 
SwissLeaks became public, the committee analysed and debated the issue and held two separate 
hearings on 27 February 2015 with the current and previous Secretary of State for Tax Affairs. It also 
obtained testimony from the Finance Minister in the previous Government.  

                                                 
1
 See in particular the COFAP report on the communication from the Commission to the European Parliament 

and the Council on tax transparency to fight tax evasion and avoidance (2015); the COFAP report on the 

communication from the Commission to the European Parliament and the Council: Action plan to strengthen the 

fight against tax fraud and tax evasion (2012); and the COFAP report on the communication from the 

Commission to the European Parliament and the Council on concrete ways to reinforce the fight against tax 

fraud and tax evasion including in relation to third countries (2012).  


