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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on International Trade calls on the Committee on Foreign Affairs, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Notes that the US was the largest market for EU exports and the second-largest source 
of EU imports in 2017; notes that there are differences in the trade deficits and surpluses 
between the EU and the US for trade in goods, trade in services, digital trade and 
foreign direct investment;

2. Reiterates its support for the WTO’s role within the multilateral system; calls on the 
Commission to work with the US on a positive response to the current institutional and 
systemic challenges;

3. Calls on the Commission to engage with other WTO members to ensure the proper 
functioning of the WTO Dispute Settlement System and to explore ways of reforming it 
in order to overcome the current impasse on filling the vacancies in the Appellate Body, 
if necessary excluding the US;

4. While regretting the lack of results at the Eleventh WTO Ministerial Conference
(MC11), welcomes the signature of the joint statement on elimination of unfair market-
distorting and protectionist practices by the US, the EU and Japan, which was also 
highlighted in the Statement by the G20 in July 2017;

5. Calls on the Commission to establish a work plan with the US and other WTO members 
on the elimination of distorting subsidies in the cotton sector and in the fisheries sector 
(relating in particular to IUU fishing); calls for cooperation in advancing the multilateral 
agenda on new issues such as e-commerce and trade and gender;

6. Calls for the EU and the US to pool resources to fight unfair trade policies and 
practices, while respecting the dispute settlement process in the WTO and avoiding 
unilateral actions; deeply regrets, therefore, the uncertainty in the international trading 
system caused by the US’s reliance on instruments and policy tools (e.g. Section 232 
from 1992, Section 301 from 1974) created before the creation of the WTO and its 
dispute settlement system;

7. Commends the EU and the US for the good bilateral cooperation on a wide range of 
regulatory issues, as evidenced by the recently concluded bilateral agreement on 
prudential measures regarding insurance and re-insurance or the mutual recognition 
agreement on recognition of inspections of medicines manufacturers;

8. Calls for the EU and the US to agree on a joint framework for digital trade which 
respects EU legislation on the protection of personal data;

9. Shares the US concerns regarding global steel overcapacity; is at the same time 
convinced that unilateral, WTO-incompatible measures will only undermine the 
integrity of a rules-based trading order; underlines that even a permanent EU exemption 
from the US tariffs cannot legitimise this course of action;
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10. Reiterates its support for the EU’s comprehensive strategy that considers all legitimate 
policy responses to address the threat to the EU economy and the global trading system;

11. Calls on the Commission to cooperate with the US in strengthening the efforts to fight 
steel overcapacity within the framework of the G20 Global Forum.


	1151308EN.docx

