
CA 1 

 

Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point e 

 

Proposed compromise amendment covering amendments 17, 161, 165, 166, 167, and CULT 

28 

All amendments on article 2.1.e fall under this compromise.  

 

'European Digital Innovation Hub' means an existing or new legal entity or a consortium of 

legal entities designated or selected in an open, transparent and competitive procedure in order 

to fulfil the tasks under the Programme, in particular providing access to technological 

expertise and experimentation facilities, such as equipment and software tools to enable the 

digital transformation of the industry as well as facilitating access to finance. European 

Digital Innovation Hub shall be open to business of all forms and sizes, in particular to 

SMEs, scale-ups and public administrations across the Union 

 

European Digital Innovation Hubs shall act as one-stop-shops where companies - especially 

SMEs, start-ups and mid-caps – can get help to improve their business, production processes, 

products and services by means of digital technology that could result in added value. The 

Hubs will therefore create a decentralised network across the Union offering support to 

companies to ensure that their employees’ skills match the expertise required to handle the 

available digital technology. The Hubs shall also coordinate with education providers with 

a view to supporting training for students and on-the-job training for workers. .  

 

 

  



CA 2 

 

Article 3  

 

Proposed compromise covering amendment 21, 168, 169, 171 to 173, 276, CULT 30, CULT 

32,  

All amendments on article 3 fall under this compromise.  

 

The Programme has the following general objective: to support and to accelerate the digital 

transformation of the European economy, industry and society and to bring its benefits to 

European citizens, public services and businesses, as well as to reinforce the strategic 

autonomy and cohesion of the Union while securing competitiveness and reducing the 

digital divide. The Programme shall: 

 

(a) reinforce Europe's capacities in key digital technology areas through large scale 

deployment; 

(b) widen their diffusion and uptake in the private sector and in areas of public interest, 

supporting their digital transformation and ensuring access to digital technologies;  
 

2. The Programme will have five specific objectives: 

(a) Specific Objective 1: High Performance Computing 

(b) Specific Objective 2: Artificial Intelligence 

(c) Specific Objective 3: Cybersecurity and Trust 

(d) Specific Objective 4: Advanced Digital Skills 

(e) Specific Objective 5: Deployment, best use of digital capacity and interoperability  

 

 

CA 2 a new, to be voted together  

Recital 10 a new  

Amendments 3, 169, 283,  

 

Together with the general objective of digital transformation, the Programme should 

contribute to ensuring long-term strategic security objectives by building capacities and 

capabilities in the Union, giving priority to actions that increase the strategic potential and 

limit dependence on third countries suppliers and products, thereby securing the Union's 

economic and innovative competitiveness. 

 

  



CA 3 

 

Article 4 

 

Proposed compromise covering amendments 24, 25, 183, 185 to 188 

All amendments on article 4 will fall under this compromise  

 

High Performance Computing 

 

1- The financial intervention by the Union under Specific Objective 1. High Performance 

Computing shall pursue the following operational objectives: 

 

(a) deploy, coordinate at the Union level and operate an interoperable world-class exascale 

supercomputing and data infrastructure in the Union that shall be accessible to public and 

private users and for publicly and privately funded research purposes; 

 

(b) deploy ready to use/operational technology resulting from research and innovation to 

build an integrated Union high performance computing ecosystem, covering all scientific and 

industrial value chain segments, including hardware, software, applications, services, 

interconnections and digital skills, ensuring a high level of security and data protection ; 

 

(c) deploy and operate a post-exascale infrastructure, including the integration with 

quantum computing technologies and develop new research infrastructures; encourage the 

development within the Union of the hardware and software necessary for such deployment 

,  for computing science. 

 

1a (new)The actions under Specific Objective 1 shall be primarily implemented through the 

Joint Undertaking proposed by the Commission and endorsed by the Council of Ministers 

on 25 of June 2018 in accordance with Regulation (EU) ... of the European Parliament and 

of the Council.1  

 

  

                                                 
1 (REGULATION establishing the European High Performance Computing Joint 

Undertaking. 10594/18. Brussels, 18 September 2018 (OR. en). 

http://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-10594-2018-INIT/en/pdf 



CA 4 

 

Article 5 

 

Proposed compromise covering amendment 26 to 28, 19, 194 to 199, 201 

All amendments on article 5 will fall under this compromise  

 

Artificial Intelligence 

 

1- The financial intervention by the Union under Specific Objective 2. Artificial Intelligence 

shall pursue the following operational objectives: 

 

(a) build up and strengthen core artificial intelligence capacities in the Union, including 

data resources and libraries of algorithms. In compliance with data protection legislation, AI-

based solutions and resources made available shall respect the principle of privacy and 

security by design; and ensuring that humans remain at the centre of the development and 

deployment of Artificial intelligence,  
 

(b) make those capacities accessible to businesses, especially SMEs and start-ups, and 

public administrations including not-for-profit organisations, research institutions, 

universities,  
 

(c) reinforce and network existing artificial intelligence testing and experimentation 

facilities in Member States,  

 

(c a) to develop and reinforce industrial application and production systems, facilitating 

integration of technologies in value chains, development of innovative business models, 

and shortening the time passed from innovation to industrialisation; and to foster the take 

up of AI-based solution in areas of public interest and society  

 

1 a new The actions under this specific objective Artificial Intelligence shall be 

implemented exclusively through direct management by the European Commission or an 

executive Agency on the basis of a cost-benefit analysis.  
 

1 b new Actions carried out under Specific objective 2 shall comply with ethical principles 

and relevant national, Union and international laws, including the Charter of Fundamental 

Rights of the European Union and the European Convention of Human Rights and the 

Protocol thereto. 

The Commission taking into account the recommendations of the High-Level Expert Group 

on Artificial Intelligence shall specify conditions related to ethical issues in the work 

programmes under Specific objective 2. The calls or the grant agreements shall include 

relevant conditions as set out in work programmes.  

An ethical review of each project shall be performed during the evaluation of each action,  

Actions that are not ethically acceptable or that do not fulfil the conditions agreement shall 

not be eligible for funding.  

  



CA 5 

 

Article 6  

 

Proposed compromise covering amendments 29, 30, 31, 202, 204, 208, 209, 211 to 215, 217, 

220, CULT 33, IMCO 

All amendments on article 6 will fall under this compromise  

 

Cybersecurity and Trust 

 

1- The financial intervention by the Union under Specific Objective 3. Cybersecurity and 

Trust shall pursue the following operational objectives: 

 

(a) support, together with Member States, the procurement of advanced cybersecurity 

equipment, tools and data infrastructures in order to achieve a common high level of 

cybersecurity at the European level, in full compliance with data protection legislation and 

the fundamental rights while ensuring EU strategic autonomy; 

 

(b) support the best use and the increase of European knowledge, capacity and skills 

related to cybersecurity; and the sharing and mainstreaming of best 

 practices,  

(c) ensure a wide deployment of the latest cybersecurity solutions across the economy; 

with special attention to public services and essential economic operators such as SMEs;  

 

(d) reinforce capabilities within Member States and private sector to help them meet 

Directive (EU) 2016/1148 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 6 July 2016 

concerning measures for a high common level of security of network and information 

systems across the Union, including through measures aiming at developing a 

cybersecurity culture within organisations  
 

 

(d b) improve resilience against cyber-attacks, to increase risk awareness and knowledge 

of basic security processes among users, particularly public services, SMEs and start-ups, 

to ensure that companies have basic levels of security, such as end-to-end encryption of 

data and communications and software updates, and to encourage the use of the security-

by-design and by default knowledge of basic security processes as well as cyber -hygiene;  

 

1 a new  The actions under Specific objective 3 Cybersecurity and trust shall be primarily 

implemented through the European Cybersecurity Industrial, Technology and Research 

Competence Centre and the Cybersecurity Competence Network in accordance with 

[Regulation ..... of the European Parliament and of the Council2  

 

  

                                                 
Regulation ..... of the European Parliament and of the Council2 establishing the European Cybersecurity 

Industrial, Technology and Research Competence Centre and the Network of National Coordination Centres] 
2  



CA 6 

 

Article 7  

 

Proposed compromise covering amendments 32 to 35, 222, 223, 224, 225, 226, 227, 229 to 

235, 246, CULT 34, CULT 35, CULT 36, CULT 38, IMCO 

All amendments on article 7 will fall under this compromise 

 

Advanced Digital Skills 

 

The financial intervention by the Union under Specific Objective 4. Advanced Digital skills 

shall support the development of advanced digital skills in areas supported by this programme, 

thus contributing to increase  Union's talent pool, reducing the digital divide, fostering greater 

professionalism on a gender balance way, especially with regard to high performance 

computing, big data analytics, cybersecurity, distributed ledger technologies, robotics, artificial 

intelligence, cloud computing, communication systems and networks, data protection 

competencies, artificial intelligence. To stimulate and improve labour market, and 

specialisation in digital technologies and applications, the financial intervention shall pursue 

the following operational objectives:  

 

(a) support the design and delivery of high quality long-term training courses including 

blended learning for students, teachers, educators, IT professionals, researchers and the 

workforce including public servants, in collaboration with schools, universities and research 

centres; 

 

(b) support the design and delivery of high quality short-term trainings and courses 

including blended learning for entrepreneurs, small business  and start-up leaders, and the 

workforce including public servants and self-employed; 

 

(c) support high quality on-the-job trainings, including blended learning and traineeships 

for students, young entrepreneurs and graduates. 

 

 

1a new The actions under Specific objective 4 Advanced Digital Skills shall be primarily 

implemented through direct management by the European Commission. The European 

Digital Innovation Hubs may act as facilitators for training opportunities, advising 

companies and liaising with the appropriate competence centres to ensure the widest 

geographical coverage across the Union .  

 

 

 

  



CA 7 

Article 8  

 

Proposed compromise covering amendments 36 to 40, 251, 253, 258, 259, 261, 263 to 265, 

267, 268, 270, 271, 273, 275, CULT 42, IMCO 

All amendments on article 8 will fall under this compromise  

 

Deployment, best use of digital capacities and Interoperability 

 

The financial intervention by the Union under Specific Objective 5. Deployment, best use of 

digital capacities and Interoperability shall achieve the following operational objectives 

complementing the digital infrastructure actions to that end while reducing the digital divide: 

 

(a) ensure that the public sector and areas of public interests, such as health and care, 

education, judiciary, transport and communication energy, environment, cultural and creative 

sectors, as well business established within the Union can effectively deploy and have the 

necessary skills through training to use access state-of-the-art digital technologies, in 

particular high performance computing, language technology, artificial intelligence and 

cybersecurity;  

 

(b) deploy, operate and maintain trans-European interoperable state of the art Digital 

Service Infrastructures across the Union (including related services) in complementarity with 

national and regional actions; 

 

(c) facilitate the development, update and use of solutions and frameworks by European 

public administrations, businesses and citizens, including open source and the re-use of 

interoperability solutions and frameworks; 

 

(d) offer to public administrations access to testing piloting and scaling-up of digital 

technologies, including their cross-border use; 

 

(e) support the uptake of advanced digital and related technologies, including in particular 

high performance computing, artificial intelligence, distributed ledger technologies, 

cybersecurity data protection, cloud computing and information governance and future 

emerging technologies by the Union industry, notably SMEs and start-ups; 

 

(f) support the design, maintain, testing, implementation and deployment of interoperable 

digital solutions for EU level public services delivered through a data-driven reusable solutions 

platform, fostering innovation and establishing common frameworks in order to unleash the 

full potential of the public administrations’ services for European citizens and businesses; 

 

(g) ensure a continuous capacity at the Union level to spearhead digital development, in 

addition to observe, analyse and adapt to fast-evolving digital trends, as well as sharing and 

mainstreaming best practices and facilitating cross-fertilisation between the different 

national initiatives, leading to the development of the digital society thanks to a permanent 

cooperation among all actors involved at EU level; 
 

(h) support cooperation towards achieving a European ecosystem for trusted infrastructures 

using inter alia distributed ledger services and applications, including support for 

interoperability and standardisation and fostering the deployment of EU cross-border 



applications based on security and privacy by design,  guaranteeing data protection and 

consumer safety; 

 

(i) build up and strengthen the network of Digital Innovation Hubs. 

 

 

1 a new The actions under sSpecific objective 5 Deployment, best use of digital capacities 

and Interoperability shall be primarily implemented through direct management by the 

European Commission. The European Digital Innovation Hubs and competence centres 

may act as facilitators. 
 

  



CA 8 

 

Article 10 

 

Third countries associated to the Programme 

Covering amendments 42, 278, 279, 280, 281, 282, 283 

 

 

 

1. The programme shall be open to Members of the European Free Trade Association, 

which are members of the European Economic Area, in accordance with the conditions laid 

down in the European Economic Area agreement; 

 

2.  Full or partial association to the programme of third countries that are not referred 

to in paragraph 1 shall be based on a case by case assessment of the Specific objectives, in 

accordance with the conditions laid down in a specific agreement covering the participation 

of the third country to any Union programme, provided that this specific agreement fully 

respects the following criteria: 

 

- the participation of the third country is in the interest of the Union; 

- the participation contributes to achieving the objectives lay down in article 3,  

- the participation does not raise any security concerns and fully respects the 

relevant security requirements lay down in article 12,  

- the agreement ensures a fair balance as regards the contributions and benefits of 

the third country participating in the Union programmes; 

- the agreement lays down the conditions of participation in the programmes, 

including the calculation of financial contributions to individual programmes and 

their administrative costs. These contributions shall constitute assigned revenues in 

accordance with Article [21(5)] of [the new Financial Regulation]; 

- the agreement does not confer to the third country a decisional power on the 

programme; 

- the agreement guarantees the rights of the Union to ensure sound financial 

management and to protect its financial interests. 

 

5. When preparing the work programmes, the European Commission or other relevant 

implementing bodies, will assess on a case-by-case basis whether the conditions laid down in 

the agreement referred to in paragraph 2 are met for the actions included in the work 

programmes. 

 

 

+ New recital 

 

The planning, development and procurement of the programme should be carried out with a 

view to enhancing Union capacities and competitiveness in the medium and long term. Priority 

should be given to actions that increase the strategic potential and competiveness of the Union 

which aim at limit the dependence on third countries suppliers and products (283). The 

participation of third countries to Specific objectives of the Programme should therefore 

depend on the contribution such would make to the Union.  



 

  



CA 9   

 

Article 11 

 

International cooperation 

Covering amendments 43, 44, 284,  

 

 

 

1. The Union may cooperate with third countries mentioned in Article 10, with other third 

countries and with international organisations or bodies established in those countries, in 

particular within the framework of the Euro-Mediterranean and Eastern Partnerships and with 

neighbouring countries, in particular those of the Western Balkans and Black Sea regions. 

Without prejudice to Article [19], related costs shall not be covered by the programme; 

 

2. The cooperation with third countries and organisations mentioned in paragraph 1 under 

Specific Objectives 1, High Performance Computing, 2 Artificial intelligence and 3. 

Cybersecurity and Trust shall be subject to Article [12]. 

 

 

  



CA 10 

Article 12 

Security 

 

Covering amendments 45, 46, 47, 48, 285, 286, 287, 288 

 

1. Actions carried out under the Programme shall comply with the applicable security 

rules and in particular the protection of the classified information against unauthorised 

disclosure, including compliance with any relevant national and Union law. In case of actions 

carried out outside the Union, it is necessary that, in addition to the compliance with above 

requirements, a security agreement must have been concluded between the Union and the third 

country in which the activity is conducted.  

 

2. Where appropriate, proposals and tenders shall include a security self-assessment 

identifying any security issues and detailing how those issues will be addressed in order to 

comply with the relevant national and Union laws.  

 

3. Where appropriate, the Commission or funding body shall carry out a security scrutiny 

for proposals raising security issues  

 

4. Where appropriate, the actions shall comply with Commission Decision (EU, Euratom) 

2015/444/EC , and its implementing rules.  

 

5. The work programme may also provide that legal entities established in associated 

countries and legal entities established in the EU but controlled from third countries are not 

eligible for participation in all or some actions under Specific Objective 1, 2 and 3 for strategic 

and security reasons. In such cases calls for proposals and calls for tenders shall be restricted 

to entities established or deemed to be established in Member States and controlled by Member 

States and/or nationals of Member States. 

 

5a. Actions including the transfer of technology outside the Union shall not permitted. 

With a view to ensuring long term strategic security objectives, an opportunity evaluation 

shall be carried out in respect of the participation of entities which have their main 

establishment outside the Union.  

 

5b where appropriate the Commission or the funding body may carry out security checks, 

actions which do not comply with security rules may be excluded or terminated at any time,  

 

 

  



CA 11 

Article 13 

Synergies with other Union programmes 

 

Amendments 49, 50, 51, 170, 289, 290, 291, 292, 293, CULT 50 

 

1. The Programme is designed to be implemented enabling synergies, as further described 

in Annex III, with other Union funding programmes, in particular through arrangements for 

complementary funding from EU programmes where management modalities permit; either in 

sequence, in an alternating way, or through the combination of funds including for the joint 

funding of actions. The Commission shall ensure that when leveraging the complementary 

character of the programme with other European funding programmes, in particular ESIF, 

the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF), Horizon Europe and Connecting 

Europe Facility (CEF-2), investEU, Erasmus, European Agricultural Fund for Rural 

Development (EAFRD) the achievement of Specific objectives 1 to 5 are not hampered.  

 

The Commission shall look into ways of improving the overall efficiency of programmes 

offering resources in the field of digitalisation.  
 

2. Appropriate mechanisms of coordination between relevant authorities and between 

authorities and the European Commission and appropriate monitoring tools shall be 

established to systematically ensure synergies between the Programme and any relevant EU 

funding instruments. The arrangements shall contribute to avoiding duplications and 

maximising impact of expenditure. 

 

 

  



CA 12 

Article 16 

Amendments 54 to 62, 163, 297 to 334, CULT 52; CULT 53, CULT 54, CULT 55,  

 

European Digital Innovation Hubs 

 

1. During the first year of the implementation of the Programme, an initial network of 

European Digital Innovation Hubs shall be established on existing infrastructure and shall 

be at least one European Digital Innovation Hub per Member State. 

 

2. For the purpose of the establishment of the network mentioned in paragraph 1, each 

Member State shall designate candidate entities through an open, transparent, inclusive and 

competitive process, on the basis of the following criteria: 

 

(a) appropriate competences related to the functions of the European Digital Innovation 

Hubs; 

(b) appropriate management capacity, staff and infrastructure and skillset; 

(c) operational and legal means to apply the administrative, contractual and financial 

management rules laid down at Union level; 

(d) appropriate financial guarantees, issued preferably by a public authority, corresponding 

to the level of Union funds it will be called upon to manage. 

(da) proven cooperation with the private sector to ensure market relevance of the 

interventions under the Specific Objectives 1 to 5; 

(daa) links with existing ICT Hubs created under Horizon 2020, the EUinvest Hub and the 

European Entreprise network; 

 

2a. The detailed conditions to be fulfilled in order to be designated as 'European Digital 

Innovation Hub' and the tasks to be executed, shall be harmonised and published in due 

time in order to allow for proper preparation and implementation of the actions.  
 

3. The Commission shall adopt a decision on the selection of entities forming the initial 

network. These entities shall be selected and clearly identified by the Commission from 

candidate entities designated by Member States on the basis of the criteria mentioned in 

paragraph 2 and the following additional criteria:  

 

(a) the budget available for the financing of the initial network; 

(b) the need to ensure by the initial network a coverage of the needs of industry and areas 

of public interest and a comprehensive and balanced geographical coverage, improving 

convergence and contribute to fill the gap between the cohesion countries and the other 

member states and to decrease the digital divide in geographical terms. 

 

4. Additional European Digital Innovation Hubs shall be selected on the basis of an open, 

transparent and competitive process, in such a way to ensure the widest geographical coverage 

across Europe. The number of entities of the network shall be proportional to the population of 

a given Member States. To address the specific constraints faced by the EU outermost regions, 

additional Innovation Hubs may be selected in those regions.  

 

5. The European Digital Innovation Hubs shall be clearly identified by means of specific 

indications and receive funding in the form of grants. 

 



6. The European Digital Innovation Hubs which receive funding shall be involved in the 

implementation of the Programme to:  

 

(a) provide digital transformation services and technological expertise including testing 

and experimentation facilities - targeted towards start-ups, SMEs and midcaps, also in sectors 

that are slow in the uptake of digital and related technologies; 

(aa) support companies, especially SMEs and start-ups, organisations and public 

administrations to become more competitive and improve their business models through use 

of new technologies covered by the Programme  
(b) transfer expertise and know-how between regions, in particular by networking SMEs, 

start-ups and midcaps established in one region with European Digital Innovation Hubs 

established in other regions which are best suited to provide relevant services; encourage 

exchanges of skills, joint initiatives and good practices; 

(c) provide thematic services, including services related to artificial intelligence, high 

performance computing and cybersecurity and trust to the administrations, public sector 

organisations, SMEs, and start-ups and midcaps. Individual European Digital Innovation 

Hubs may specialise in specific thematic services and do not need to provide all thematic 

services mentioned in this paragraph; 

(d) provide financial support to third parties, under the specific objective 4, Advanced 

Digital Skills. 

 

6a. The European Digital Innovation Hubs may also cooperate with the European Institute 

of Innovation and Technology in particular the EIT Digital as well as the Digital Innovation 

Hubs set up under Horizon 2020. 

 

6b. The European Digital Innovation Hubs may carry out the activities of the Digital 

Innovation Hubs set up under the Framework Programmes for Research and Innovation, 

including the Innovation Hubs of the EIT Digital 

 

  



CA 13 

Article 18 

Eligible entities  

 

Covering amendments 64 to 69 and 335 to 337,  

 

1. In addition to the criteria set out in Article 197 of the Financial Regulation, the 

eligibility criteria set out in paragraphs 2 to 4 shall apply: 

 

2. The following entities shall be eligible: 

(a) legal entities established in: 

(i) a Member State or an overseas country or territory linked to it  

(ii) a third countries associated with the Programme in accordance with articles 10 and 

12;  

(b) any legal entity created under Union law or any international organisation. 

 

3. Legal entities established in a third country which is not associated to the Programme 

are exceptionally eligible to participate in specific actions where this is  necessary for the 

achievement of the objectives of the Programme, and when it does do not imply additional 

security risks for the Union or put in question the Union's strategic autonomy. 

 

4. Natural persons may be eligible for grants awarded under Specific Objective 4. 

Advanced digital skills. Third country nationals may be eligible provided that they reside 

within the Union. 
 

5. The work programme may provide that participation is limited to beneficiaries 

established in Member States only, or to beneficiaries established in Member States and 

specified associated or other third countries for security reasons or actions directly related to 

EU strategic autonomy. 

 

6. Legal entities established in a third country which is not associated to the programme 

should in principle bear the cost of their participation. 

 

 

 

 

  



CA 14 

Article 20 

Award criteria 

 

Covering amendments 71 to 73 and 339 to 346.  

 

1. The award criteria shall be defined in the work programmes and in the calls for 

proposals, taking into account at least the following elements:  

 

(a) the maturity of the action in the project development; 

(b) the soundness of the implementation plan proposed; 

(c) the stimulating effect of Union support on public and private investment, when 

applicable;  

(d) the need to overcome financial obstacles such as the lack of market finance; 

(e) where applicable the economic, climate, environmental and social impact, in 

particular promoting accessibility and equal  educational and professional opportunities; 

(f) where applicable, a trans-European dimension; 

(g) where applicable, a balanced geographical distribution across the Union, including the 

outermost regions including overseas countries and territories; 

(h) where applicable, the presence of a long-term sustainability plan; 

(ha) where applicable, the freedom for re-use and adaptation of the projects' results;  

(ea) where applicable, the public interest; 

(ga) where applicable, a reduction of digital divide between regions, citizens or business 
 

  



Compromises on recitals 

 

CA15 

 

New recital on 5 G 

Covering amendments 82, 85, 90, 92, 95, 110, 111 

 

The future of European society and the European economy will strongly rely on a 

harmonised and consistent spectrum policy, on 5G infrastructure, which will require an 

infrastructure objective regarding VHC networks, with the aim of providing high-quality 

and faster communication services; this is a prerequisite for the good implementation of this 

Programme.  

In this regard, the Programme should benefit of the good implementation of Connecting 

Europe Facility and in particular the Wif4EU initiative aiming to promote connectivity for 

citizens in the Union’s public spaces; the combination of those two programmes will 

maximise output and deliver on the Union targets of deliver reliable and consistent high-

speed network coverage across the Union. 

 

 

CA 16 

 

Recital 8 

Covering amendments 87, 88, 89, CULT 4 

 

The Commission's Communication on 'A new, modern Multiannual Financial Framework for 

a European Union that delivers efficiently on its priorities post-2020 outlines among the options 

for the future financial framework a programme for Europe's digital transformations to deliver 

'strong progress towards smart growth in areas such as high quality data infrastructure, 

connectivity cybersecurity and digitalization of public administrations. It would seek to 

secure European leadership in supercomputing, next generation internet, artificial intelligence, 

robotics and big data. It would reinforce the competitive position of industry and businesses in 

Europe across the digitised economy and would have a significant impact on bridging and 

filling the skills gap across the Union ensuring that European citizen have the necessary 

skills, competences and knowledge to face the digital transformation.  

 

 

CA17 

 

Recital 11 

Covering amendments 4, 99, 100, 101, 102, 103,104, CULT 7 

 

A central role in the implementation of the Programme should be attributed to European 

Digital Innovation Hubs, which should stimulate the broad adoption of advanced digital 

technologies by industry including SMEs, by public organisations and academia. A network 

of European Digital Innovation Hubs should ensure the widest geographical coverage across 

Europe. A first set of European Digital Innovation Hubs will be selected based on Member 

States’ proposals and then the network will be enlarged through an open, transparent and 

competitive process. The European Digital Innovation Hubs will serve as access points to 

latest digital capacities including high performance computing (HPC), artificial intelligence, 

cybersecurity, as well as other existing innovative technologies such as Key Enabling 



Technologies, available also in fablabs or citylabs. They shall act as one-stop-shops in 

accessing tested and validated technologies and promote open innovation. They will also 

provide support in the area of advanced digital skills. The network of European Digital 

Innovation Hubs should also contribute to the participation of the outermost regions in the 

Digital Single Market and support the digital transformation in the overseas countries and 

territories. 

 

CA 18 

Recital 18 

Covering amendments 7, 119, 120, 121 

 

For the high performance computing specific objective a joint undertaking is deemed the most 

suited implementation mechanism, in particular to coordinate national and Union strategies 

and investments in high performance computing infrastructure and research and development, 

pool resources from public and private funds, and safeguard the economic and strategic 

interests of the Union. Moreover, high performance computing competence centres in Member 

States will provide high performance computing services to industry, including SMEs and 

start-ups, academia and public administrations established in the Union  

 

CA 19 

Recital 28 

Covering amendments 140, 141, 142, 143, 144, 145, CULT 15, IMCO 

 

The advanced digital technologies supported by this Programme, such as high performance 

computing, cybersecurity cloud computing, data protection and information governance and 

artificial intelligence are now sufficiently mature to move beyond the research arena and be 

deployed, implemented and scaled-up at Union level. Just as the deployment of these 

technologies require a Union response so does the skills dimension. Learning and training 

opportunities in advanced digital skills need to be scaled up, increased and made accessible 

throughout the EU. Failing this could impede the smooth deployment of advanced digital 

technologies and hamper the overall competitiveness of Union's economy. The actions 

supported by this programme are complementary to those supported by the ESF, ERDF, 

ERASMUS and Horizon Europe programmes.  

 


