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Industry and competitiveness

1. Stresses the fact that combatting climate change should be a global priority and, in line
with the Paris Agreement, has to be pursued as a truly worldwide effort; stresses that
the EU is ready to continue its leading role, while ensuring energy security and a
sustainable low-GHG economic development leading to climate neutrality in the
second half of this century, achieving a competitive advantage for our industries,
boosting job creation and ensuring a sustainable society for all;

2. Emphasizes that climate change is above all a societal challenge; therefore the fight
against climate change should remain one of the guiding principles of EU policies and
actions, including in the field of industry, energy, research and digital technologies;

3. Welcomes the efforts of and the progress made so far by the European citizens,
businesses and industry to meet the obligations of the Paris Agreement; encourages
them to set higher ambitions and to take full advantage of the opportunities following
from the Paris Agreement, keeping pace with technological developments;

4. Stresses that a stable and predictable legal framework and clear policy signals both at
the EU and at global level facilitate and enhance climate-related investments; in this
regard, underlines the importance of the legislative proposals under the “Clean Energy
for All Europeans” Package to strengthen EU’s competitiveness, empowering citizens
and setting targets that are in line with EU commitments under the Paris Agreement
and its 5-year revision mechanism;

5. Welcomes that several countries hosting major competitors of the EU’s energy-
intensive industries have introduced carbon trading or other pricing mechanisms;
encourages other countries to follow;

6. Emphasizes that continued commitment, especially on the part of key global emitters,
is crucial for climate action and the Paris Agreement; deeply regrets the announced
intention of withdrawal of the United States from the Paris Agreement, but strongly
welcomes the continued support of US states, cities, universities and major industry
such as those associated in the C40 and “we are still in” campaign that clearly
understand the risks of climate change and the opportunities of climate action;

7. Stresses the importance of increasing the number of quality jobs and skilled workers in
EU industry to drive its innovation and sustainable transition; calls for a holistic and
inclusive process to develop a vision for an alternative business model in coal and
carbon-intensive regions with a high share of workers in carbon-dependent sectors, so
as to allow a sustainable transformation for thriving industries and services while
recognising the patrimony and heritage and available workforce skills; underlines the
important role of Member States in speeding up reforms that can lead to a just
transition of the workforce in those regions; reminds that additional EU financial
support plays an indispensable role in this regard;

Energy policy

8. Recalls that investments in renewable energy in EU are decreasing; stresses therefore
the importance of renewable energy and energy efficiency for reducing emissions as
well as for energy security and preventing and alleviating energy poverty to protect
and help vulnerable and poor households; calls for a global promotion of energy
efficiency and savings measures and the development of renewables as well as their



effective deployment (e.g. by stimulating self-production and consumption of
renewable energy sources);

9. Recalls that prioritisation of energy efficiency, including through the energy efficiency
first principle, and global leadership in renewables are two of the main goals of the
EU’s Energy Union; stresses the importance of ambitious legislation under the Clean
Energy Package for the achievement of those goals, as well as of the upcoming mid-
century strategy to implement effectively into EU policies commitments under the
Paris Agreement of containing the rise in average global temperatures well below 2
degrees Celsius, with the aim to keep it below 1,5 degrees Celsius; acknowledges in
this regard the new higher EU targets of 32% for renewables and of 32,5% for energy
efficiency by 2030;

10. Underlines the importance of developing energy storage technologies, smart grids and
demand response that will contribute to strengthening the effective deployment of
renewable energy in power generation and the household heating and cooling sectors;

11. Calls on the EU to push the international community to adopt without delay concrete
measures, including a timetable, for progressively phasing out environmentally
harmful subsidies, which distort competition, discourage international cooperation and
hinder innovation;

Research, innovation, digital technologies and space policy

12. Underlines the fact that continued and reinforced research and innovation in climate
change mitigation, adaptation policies, resource-efficiency, sustainable low-emission
and zero-emission technologies, sustainable use of secondary raw material (‘circular
economy’) as well as data collection on climate change hold the key to fighting
climate change in a cost-effective way and contribute to reducing dependence on fossil
fuels; therefore calls for global commitments to boost and focus investments in these
areas; stresses the need to prioritise funding for sustainable energy projects, under the
new Horizon Europe programme, given the Union’s commitments within the Energy
Union and under the Paris Agreement;

13. Stresses that the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) represent a radical change in
the international policies on development cooperation and that the EU has committed
to implementing the SDGs both in its internal and external policies; emphasizes, in
line with the external dimension of the SDGs, the need to explore different modalities
with which to assist developing countries and emerging economies in their energy
transition, through, inter alia, capacity-building measures, help in reducing the capital
costs of renewables and energy-efficiency projects, fostering technology transfer, and
providing solutions for the development of smart cities, as well as remote and rural
communities, thus helping them deliver on their commitments under the Paris
Agreement; welcomes, in this respect, the newly established European Fund for
Sustainable Development;

14. Recalls that research, innovation and competitiveness are among the five pillars of the
EU’s Energy Union strategy; notes that the EU is determined to remain a global leader
in these fields, at the same time developing close scientific cooperation with
international partners;  stresses the importance of building and maintaining a strong
innovation capacity both in developed and emerging countries for the deployment of



clean and sustainable energy technologies;

15. Recalls the fundamental role of digital technologies in supporting the energy
transition, in particular improving energy efficiency and savings; stresses the climate
benefits that the digitalisation of the European industry can bring through the efficient
use of resources and the reduction of material intensity, enhancing current workforce;

16. Strongly believes that the Union space programmes should be designed in such a way
as to ensure that they contribute to the fight against climate change and to mitigation
strategies; recalls in this context the particular role of the Copernicus system and the
need to ensure that it includes a CO2 monitoring service; stresses the importance of
maintaining the free, full and open data policy, since this is essential for the scientific
community and underpins international cooperation in this field;


