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MINUTES
of the meeting of 3 October 2018, 15.00-16.00

Strasbourg

The meeting opened at 15.00 on Wednesday, 3 October 2018, with Michael Gahler (Chair) 
presiding.

1. Adoption of agenda (PE614.463)

The agenda was adopted as reflected in these minutes.

2. Approval of minutes of meeting of 4 July 2018 in Strasbourg (PE614.462)

The minutes were approved.

3. Chair's announcements

The Chair updated Members on the EP-PAP capacity-building programme, including on 
a possible information visit for ACP Members during the European Parliament elections 
of May 2019.

4. Feedback on the 31st Ordinary Session of the Assembly of the African Union (AU), 
Nouakchott, 1-2 July 2018
 Exchange of views with Ambassador Ahwad Sakine Ahmat, AU Permanent 

representative in Brussels

Ambassador Ahmat Awad  Sakine outlined the main topics discussed during the last AU 
Summit: the Continental Free Trade Agreement ratification process, progress on 
institutional reform, the Western Sahara issue, and the upcoming negotiations on post-
2020 AU-EU relations. He also informed Members on the AU position regarding peace 
and security, notably in South Sudan and in the Horn of Africa, in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DRC) and in the Central African Republic (CAR).

Speakers: Frank Engel, Nadine Morano, Michael Gahler, Konstantin von Mentzingen 
(EEAS) and Paul Renier (EC).
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Members inquired about the AU position on the activities of Russia in the CAR, the 
possible recognition of Somaliland as an independent state, the readmission of migrants 
to their country of origin, and the lack of progress as regards the follow-up Action Plan 
after the November 2017 Summit in Abidjan.

5. Presentation of the Special Report on EU support to the African Peace and Security 
Architecture (APSA)
 Exchange of views with Juhan Parts, Member of the European Court of Auditors 

Juhan Parts presented the main conclusions of the Special Report on EU support to the 
APSA. The report is quite harsh on the mixed results of the different APSA components 
and recommends a substantial refocussing, taking into account the primary root cause of 
war and violent action, which is weak governance.

Speakers: Paul Renier (European Commission) and Michael Gahler.

6. Any other business

None.

7. Date and place of next meeting

The next meeting will take place on 12 December 2018 in Strasbourg. 

The meeting closed at 16.07.
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