
 

 

Stockholm China Forum 22 

November 7-8, 2019, Stockholm 

DRAFT AGENDA 

 

Thursday, November 7, 2019 
 

 

19:00-21:00  Opening Dinner  

 Keynote Speech by Annika Söder, State Secretary, Ministry for Foreign Affairs, Sweden 

  Venue: Ministry for Foreign Affairs, Sweden 

 

 

Friday, November 8, 2019 
 

Conference Venue: Stallmästaregården, Norrtull 113 47 Stockholm 

 

09:00 Welcome Remarks 

 

09:00-10:30  RISING COMPLEXITY: THE U.S.-CHINA-EUROPE TRIANGLE 

 In recent months, public attention has focused on tensions between all sides of the U.S.-China-

Europe triangle. Issues of contention range from the big trade questions to the future of Hong 

Kong and the security of 5G networks. What is the state of the U.S.-China trade confrontation? 

Will the new European Commission continue the current path of a more competitive EU 

approach to China? How does Beijing intend to manage relations with its two largest economic 

partners? 

 

10:30-10:45 Coffee Break 

 

10:45-12:15  THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC AT 70: DOMESTIC TRAJECTORIES 

 The seventieth anniversary of the People’s Republic was marked by a show of force and an 

attempt to reassert the Communist Party’s rule. It was at the same time overshadowed by slower 

economic growth and the ongoing protests in Hong Kong. How much support can Xi Jinping rely 

on for his economic course? How will the Communist Party manage the growing risks emanating 

from an economic downturn? Will Beijing continue to strive for greater autonomy and 

decoupling from the U.S. economy? 

  

12:15-13:30 Lunch 

 



13:30-14:45  COMPETING AND COOPERATING IN THE ARCTIC REGION 

 Beijing has not veiled its interests in the Arctic, which for a long time was of interest only to 

regional states and select experts. But the High North has increasingly become a theater for 

strategic competition as well as enhanced cooperation on matters such as climate change and 

connectivity. How can a cooperative multilateral approach towards the Arctic be found given the 

increasing discussions on a great-power rivalry between the United States and China? What does 

Beijing’s presence in the High North mean for European security and U.S. military dominance?  

 

14:45-15:15 Coffee Break 

 

15:15-16:45 MATURING CHINA-RUSSIA RELATIONS 

 China and Russia have no intention of forming an alliance against the West. This has been the 

mantra of observers of the growing intensity of relations between the two powers. But does this 

still hold true? Evidence suggests that their relations are maturing and are more comprehensive. 

There is also a great degree of mutual support between them in international fora in challenging 

existing principles and standards. Where is the China-Russia relationship headed? Do their long-

term interests converge more than they diverge? What are the implications for the United States 

and Europe? How does this affect NATO’s posture? 

 

16:45-17:00 Coffee Break 

 

17:00-18:00 GLOBAL APPROACHES: THE FUTURE OF MULTILATERALISM POST-2020 

 The current U.S. administration has taken a very critical approach to multilateralism in general. 

Europe and China continue to push for the importance of multilateral institutions but with very 

different motivations. While European states still believe in multilateralism for its own sake, it 

has been contended that Beijing currently sees the strategic benefit in acting within multilateral 

institutions, shaping and sometimes distorting their agenda and mechanisms. What will be the 

role of multilateralism in U.S. foreign policy after the elections in 2020? What different scenarios 

can be envisaged?  

 

18:30-20:30 Closing Dinner  

  Venue: Miss Clara Hotel, Sveavägen 48, 111 34 Stockholm 


