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Resolution on the humanitarian situation of Iraqi refugees

The Council held an exchange of views on this issue and agreed that its preparatory bodies and the Commission should continue to monitor
the refugee situation in Iraq and its neighbouring regions, as well as the influx of Iraqi refugees to the EU.

The Commission reported in particular on the recent steps undertaken in order to acquire a precise and comprehensive picture of national
practices vis-à-vis Iraqi asylum seekers in the EU.

According to the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), the situation in Iraq continues to worsen, with more than 2 million
Iraqis now believed to be displaced inside Iraq and another 2.2 million sheltering in neighbouring States.

Resolution on the humanitarian situation of Iraqi refugees

The House held a debate on the humanitarian situation of Iraqi refugees pursuant to Rule 115 of the Rules of Procedure (debates on cases of
breaches of human rights, democracy and the rule of law).

The debate was followed by a vote on a joint motion for a resolution.

Resolution on the humanitarian situation of Iraqi refugees

Following the debate which took place during the sitting of 12 July 2007, the European Parliament adopted a resolution on the humanitarian
situation of Iraqi refugees.

Parliament joins with the UN High Commissioner for Refugees in calling for a sustained, comprehensive and coordinated international
response to ease the plight of millions of people uprooted by the humanitarian crisis that can no longer be ignored. It calls on the Iraqi
Government, as well as local regional and religious authorities and the Multi-National Coalition Forces in Iraq to take immediate steps to
improve security for all the refugees and IDPs in Iraq and end discriminatory practices.

The Member States are called upon to:

- overcome their position of non-action regarding the situation of the Iraqi refugees and to fulfil their obligations under international and
Community law to give Iraqis in Member States the opportunity to lodge asylum applications and have them processed with minimum delay,
respecting procedural safeguards, and grant refugee status or subsidiary or temporary protection to those who have a well-founded fear of
persecution or serious harm;

- not to transfer people to another State under the Dublin II Regulation if it is known that that country does not properly consider Iraqi asylum
claims; points out that Member States may invoke Article 3(2) of the Dublin II Regulation for this purpose;

- grant Iraqis who do not qualify for a protection status but cannot be returned, a legal status (temporary or permanent depending on their
circumstances) and to ensure adequate conditions and basic rights;

- suspend temporarily all forced returns to any part of Iraq;

- contribute in a significant manner to the resettlement of Iraqi refugees and stateless persons as well as the Palestinian refugees currently in
Iraq or having fled from Iraq and now stranded in the region, giving priority to the most vulnerable cases in accordance with UNHCR guidelines
on resettlement of Iraqi refugees; asks the European Union and its Member States to set up a mechanism to organise this
responsibility-sharing and support the Member States accordingly.

The Parliament invites the Commission to:

- urgently explore further possibilities to bring humanitarian support to the IDPs in Iraq, exercising appropriate flexibility in interpreting the
relevant rules, and to assist the neighbouring countries in their efforts to host the refugee population;

- inform Parliament, and in particular its Committee on Budgetary Control at its meeting of 16 July 2007, about the use of the funds allocated to
Iraq, in particular via the International Reconstruction Fund Facility for Iraq (IRFFI);

- prepare urgently for the creation of post traumatic centres for Iraqi refugees and IDPs, as well as to develop "occupational" projects in
particular for IDPs in the agricultural sector in those parts of Iraq where this is possible.

It supports the UNHCR recommendation to favourably consider Iraqi asylum seekers from southern and central Iraq as refugees under the
Refugee Convention and, where they are not recognised as refugees, to grant them a complementary form of protection unless the individual
comes within the exclusion criteria in the Refugee Convention.
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