European Parliament resolution on the role of sport in education
1.
Rapporteur: Pál SCHMITT (PPE-DE/HU)
2.
EP reference number: A6-0415/2007 / P6_TA-PROV(2007)0503
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 13 November 2007

4.
Subject: The Role of sport in education
5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Culture and education (CULT)
6.
Background of the resolution: The EP resolution is a contribution, in particular, to the White Paper on Sport (COM(2007)391) and the White Paper on a Strategy for Europe on Nutrition, Overweight and Obesity related health issues (COM(2007)279).

7.
Brief analysis/ assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:

This resolution actually focuses almost exclusively on physical education in a school environment. Consequently, the European Parliament mainly calls on the main actors responsible for physical education, that is, the Member States.

The resolution identifies the main problems surrounding physical education (PE) in the EU today:

· A general orientation of physical education that does not necessarily correspond to today's societal trends (e.g. too much focus on performance-related activities),
· An increased marginalisation within school programmes: since 2002 time allocation has been reduced from 121 to 109 minutes per week for primary school and from 117 minutes to 101 minutes for secondary school,
· The under-funding of sport facilities,
· The need for quality PE teacher education,
· The need to strengthen the link between school and out-of-school activities,
· Problems linked with inclusion, particularly concerning Muslim girls and disabled children,
· The lack of empirical data in areas related to sport, physical education and their effects on health and social trends.

8.
Reply to these requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:

Even though Member States (and sport organisations), seem to be the main focus of the resolution, some specific calls are directed towards the Commission, most of which correspond to the Pierre de Coubertin Action Plan.

	EP resolution
	Commission action

	7.  Welcomes the informal working parties set up by the Commission and the Council in the area of sport, and proposes that these working parties pay more attention to reinforcing the link between health and physical education at school;
	Action Plan:

(2) Support an EU Health-Enhancing Physical Activity network and, if appropriate, smaller and more focused networks dealing with specific aspects of the topic.

	12.  Awaits the conclusions of the Commission Working Party on Sport and Health on what the minimum level of recommended daily bodily exercise should be and as regards the promotion of physical activity at school;
	Action Plan:

(1) Together with the Member States, develop new physical activity guidelines.

	25.  Considers that the qualifications acquired through sports activity should be recognised under the common reference system embodied in the future European Qualifications Framework; welcomes the Commission proposal to include sport within the field of application of the European Credit Transfer System for Vocational Education and Training; considers that increased transparency and mutual recognition of licences and diplomas for the provision of services in the sports sector in the EU would contribute to the free movement of persons (students, sportsmen and women, workers and employers) as well as to the long-term assimilation of athletes on the employment market, and that it would also contribute to social cohesion in Europe and to achieving the Lisbon Strategy targets, as this is an area with a high potential for job creation;
	Action Plan:

(7) Identify projects for the implementation of the European Qualification Framework (EQF) and the European Credit System for Vocational Education and Training (ECVET) in the sport sector.

	26.  Calls on the Commission to initiate and support multi-disciplinary research in the field of sport and physical education, and to disseminate best practices; recommends that it devise basic principles for the pan-European survey on physical education policies and practices which the Council of Europe has defined as a priority;
	Action Plan:

(3) Mobilise the 7th Framework Programme for Research and Technological Development (RTD), the EU Public Health Programme, the Youth and Citizenship programmes and the Life-Long Learning (LLL) Programme.

	30.  Calls on the Commission, the Council and the Member States, while taking full account of the subsidiarity principle, to draw up appropriate instruments which may promote further investment and equipment in sporting activities performed by young people;
	Action Plan:

(12) Encourage young people's volunteering in sport through the Youth in Action Programme.

(15) Mobilise the Progress, Lifelong Learning, Youth in Action and Europe for Citizens programmes as well as the European Social Fund, the European Regional Development Fund and the European Integration Fund to support actions promoting social inclusion and integration through sport and combating discrimination in sport.

	32.  Proposes that the EU Public Health Programme pay more attention to raising awareness of the prominent role played by education, physical education and sport in the area of public health;
	Action Plan:

(3) Mobilise the 7th Framework Programme for Research and Technological Development (RTD), the EU Public Health Programme, the Youth and Citizenship programmes and the Life-Long Learning (LLL) Programme.

	34.  Calls on the Commission to devise clear guidelines on rules for state support, setting out what type of state support is regarded as acceptable and necessary in the interest of successfully fulfilling the social, cultural, health protection and educational functions of sport, including financial or other support awarded by the state authorities for the creation or modernisation of school sports facilities, and for improving and diversifying existing equipment and facilities, because sports equipment in many schools is inadequate or worn out in all respects;
	Chapter 3.2.2. of the Staff Working Document annexed to the Commission's White Paper on Sport is specifically devoted to State Aid Control and provides guidance on the application of State Aid Control in the field of sport.

	35.  Calls on the Commission to identify areas in which EU action can provide added value with regard to action already taken by sports organisations and Member State authorities; considers that the open method of coordination is an appropriate way to achieve better cooperation at European level in the specific area of physical education policy and sport for all;
	The Commission will implement a structured dialogue with sport organisations and reinforce its political cooperation with Member States (actions 49 and 51 of the Action Plan). Both methods provide tools to identify areas for EU added value in the field of sport.

An open method of coordination could not be implemented in the area of sport today due to a lack of legal basis.

	36.  Calls on the Commission to take into account and formulate a policy towards stakeholders, decision makers and citizens, in order to facilitate consultation with regard to European action on the role of sport in education;
	Action Plan:

(49) Provide for a more efficient dialogue structure on sport at EU level, including the organisation of an annual European Sport Forum and thematic discussions with targeted audiences, European sport stakeholders in particular.

	37.  Recommends that EU structural funds be used for the creation and development of school and other sports facilities in disadvantaged areas;
	Action Plan:

(15) Mobilise the Progress, Lifelong Learning, Youth in Action and Europe for Citizens programmes as well as the European Social Fund, the European Regional Development Fund and the European Integration Fund to support actions promoting social inclusion and integration through sport and combating discrimination in sport.

	38.  Calls on the Commission to ensure that legislation applies to the provision of services in the sports sector in the same way as to other activities in the framework of all Community policies;
	Clarification is needed as to the exact meaning of this paragraph.

	48.  Calls on the Commission to draw on the experiences of the "sports-minded schools" programme initiated by the Luxembourg Presidency and to devise, in cooperation with the Member States, a uniform set of criteria for the award of this label, as well as the conditions for a European sports prize to be awarded in acknowledgment of new initiatives;
	Action Plan:

(8) Introduce the award of a European label to schools actively supporting physical activities.

	49.  Calls on the Commission, building on the experiences gained from the EYES 2004 programme, and within the framework of the Lifelong Learning, Youth and Europe for Citizens programmes, to devise new initiatives aimed at heightening the profile, and increasing awareness in society, of the role played by sport and physical education not only in education and culture but also in terms of social integration and health protection, in particular through the prevention of obesity and stress at school; calls in particular for sports initiatives to be developed as part of the Lifelong Learning Programme;
	Action Plan:

(6) Promote participation in educational opportunities through sport under the Lifelong Learning Programme (Comenius, Erasmus, Leonardo da Vinci, Grundtvig).

(11) Support grassroots sport through the Europe for Citizens Programme.

(12) Encourage young people's volunteering in sport through the Youth in Action Programme.

	50.  Calls on the Commission to promote the European mobility of physical education teachers and trainers, as part of the Lifelong Learning Programme, thereby enabling them to learn about best practices and gain experience from exchanges;
	Action Plan:

(6) Promote participation in educational opportunities through sport under the Lifelong Learning Programme (Comenius, Erasmus, Leonardo da Vinci, Grundtvig).

A possible working group on physical education, to be approved and supported by Member States, could provide a forum for the dissemination of best practices in this field.

	55.  Recognises the importance of the full participation of girls and women in sporting activities at all levels; considers gender equality and non-discrimination to be objectives that form an integral part of sport's educational and social functions; stresses the need to ensure equal access and participation for women and men as well as boys and girls at all levels and in all functions and areas of sport, irrespective of their social background, particularly for people with disabilities given that disabled women can face multiple discrimination; furthermore stresses the important role of sport for public health, especially in the fight against obesity that currently affects 21 million children in the EU;
	Action Plan:

(17) In the framework of the Roadmap for Equality between Women and Men 2006-2010, encourage the mainstreaming of gender issues into sports-related activities, with a specific focus on access to sport for immigrant women and women from ethnic minorities, women's access to decision-making positions in sport and media coverage of women in sport.

	56.  Urges the Commission and the Member States to pay particular attention to the physical and mental health of adolescent girls participating in top-level competitions, and to assess with the utmost care the effects certain demands may have on the sexual and reproductive health of adolescent girls and on their physical and mental development, with the aim of preventing any effects that run counter to the important educational role of sport;
	Gender issues will be mainstreamed into all Commission's sport-related activities (action 17 of the Action Plan).

	57.  Urges the Commission to identify best practices in the fight against sexual harassment and abuse in sport; urges the Member States to adopt prevention and elimination measures and develop awareness-raising campaigns on the available legal redress, taking into account the innumerable resolutions on this subject, particularly the Council of Europe resolution of March 2000 on the prevention of sexual harassment and abuse of women, young people and children in sport (Bratislava resolution) and its abovementioned resolution of 5 June 2003;
	Action Plan:

(42) Continue to monitor the implementation of EU legislation, in particular the Directive on the Protection of Young People at Work.
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