ORDINARY LEGISLATIVE procedure - First reading
European Parliament legislative resolution on the Commission proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Regulation (EC) No 223/2009 on European statistics
1.
Rapporteur: Liem HOANG NGOC (S&D/FR)

2.
EP reference number: A7-0436/2012 / P7_TA(2013)0505

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 21 November 2013

4.
Subject: European statistics

5.
Interinstitutional reference number: 2012/0084(COD)

6.
Legal basis: Article 338 TFEU

7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs (ECON)
8.
Commission's position: The Commission can accept a large number of amendments. However, as they are currently formulated, the Commission cannot accept some amendments that considerably weaken the possibility to achieve the objectives of the proposed revision of Regulation (EC) No 223/2009, in particular those related to the guarantees for the professional independence of National Statistical Institutes and the scope of their coordinating role. These amendments concern Article 5, paragraph 1, second subparagraph, new Article 5a, paragraphs 2 and 3, Article 11, paragraphs 3, 3a and 3b, as well as new Article 17a, paragraph 3, as formulated in Amendment 43 in EP document TA(2013)0505.

The Commission can neither support, as currently formulated, the amendments on Eurostat introducing imbalances between the European and national levels and moving the focus to Eurostat’s professional independence in a way that does not comply with the inter-institutional balance. These amendments concern Article 6, paragraphs 2 and 3, new Article 6a, as well as Article 12, new paragraph 3c, as formulated in Amendment 43 in EP document TA(2013)0505.
9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: With a view to supporting rapid progress in the Council framework, the Commission intends to draw the Council's attention to the Commission's position on Parliament's first reading amendments orally. The Commission is currently preparing its opinion, which will be available by the beginning of 2014.
10.
Outlook for the adoption of Council's position: There is currently no indication of whether, and when, the Council will adopt its common position.

