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6.	Brief analysis/ assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The resolution calls for a European strategy for the promotion of protein crops, based on the fact that the European Union is suffering from a major deficit in vegetable proteins due to the needs of its livestock sector, which is dependent on feed imports from third countries. It is considered vital to reduce the Union's massive dependency on imports of protein crops.
In this context the resolution takes the view that it is time to implement a major strategic European vegetable protein production and supply plan based on the sustainable development of all the crops grown throughout the EU. Such a plan would require the mobilisation of several EU policies, first and foremost the Common Agriculture Policy (CAP).
The resolution contains a number of requests, out of which only one is explicitly addressed to the Commission. However various requests can be indirectly attributed to the Commission as EU policy maker, including calls for the mobilisation and coordination of several EU policies like the Common Agriculture Policy, research policy; environmental and climate action policies, energy policy, neighbourhood policy and trade policy.
More specifically, the resolution:
· calls on the Commission to take immediate actions aimed at avoiding any reduction in the current production level of protein crops;
· calls for the establishment of a European platform, supported by the European Crops Market Observatory making it possible to identify European protein cultivation areas by crop category and location;
· calls for greater attention to be paid to the management of grassland and clover crops which, given the extensive areas they occupy, make a major contribution to meeting protein needs for animal feed;
· calls for research work to begin on the following themes: suitability for use in rotations and mixed cropping; selection of new varieties and species that give flexibility to farmers to adapt to climate change; resilience to stress; crop mixing; improvement of yields; protein content and digestibility of animal feed (sprouted seeds, rapeseed etc.); increasing resistance of plants to diseases; the germination biology of weeds as a function of weed control; feed conversion; and biostimulants;
· calls for heavy investment in research including varietal research to improve the agronomic performance of these crops, to make protein crops economically attractive, since they may suffer by comparison with the margins obtainable from other crops, to deliver more crop varieties, in order to secure yields, to solve the agronomic issues that are limiting protein crop cultivation and to ensure that volume is sufficient, this being essential for structuring production and distribution chains;
· calls for support to be given to all forms of innovation and applied research by pooling experience and knowledge and by drawing in particular on local stakeholders offering innovative solutions;
· calls for sustainability criteria for feed imports in order to ensure a sustainable production of protein plants in third countries, which does not lead to negative environmental or social impacts;
· calls for research and development efforts, particularly public research, to be stepped up into under-developed protein crops suitable for both human food and animal feed which are of little or no interest to private investors, and alternative proteins such as insect protein and algae; calls for greater cooperation between public and private research institutions; and underlines the need for a regulatory framework that supports research and innovation programmes in order to achieve increased and competitive protein production;
· and calls for adjustments to the second pillar of the CAP to provide better recognition of and remuneration for the contribution of crops that feed pollinators at critical times of the season (early flowering plants in spring) and their role in fighting pollinator decline.
7.	Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
The Commission shares the views of the European Parliament that production of plant proteins in Europe (and accordingly the extent of the European protein deficit) is an issue of primary importance.
Plant proteins are indeed essential for EU livestock farming, since they are a vital component of animal feed, as a source of amino-acids for livestock. Plant proteins are also becoming increasingly popular in human food consumption. The development of plant protein production in the EU can bring not only economic benefits for farmers and producers of animal feed and food for consumers, but also a wide range of environmental and climatic benefits, such as the ability to fix nitrogen from the atmosphere.
As a result, the Commission is reflecting on the possibility to develop a Commission report on "the Development of Plant Proteins in Europe", reflecting the importance the Commission attributes to the development of a viable and sustainable domestic protein supply in the EU.
The Parliament's resolution also highlights the importance of research and development efforts, particularly public research. Research and Innovation appeared to be the area of most importance for plant proteins in the stakeholders’ survey run by the Commission in March 2018. In this context, the Commission organised in Brussels on 24-25 April 2018 a thematic expert workshop on Research and Innovation in Plant Proteins.
Concerning more specifically the CAP, the resolution considers it important for the CAP to support protein crop cultivation by means of different measures such as the voluntary coupled payment and the greening payment, and by means of the second pillar, particularly through agro-environmental measures on organic and other types of farming, investment quality, the Farm Advisory System (FAS), training and of course innovation via the European Innovation Partnership.
Regarding the CAP, it should first be highlighted that the current CAP already provides a series of measures, which, directly or indirectly, encourage plant protein production in the EU, for instance:
· greening requirements for having Ecological Focus Area and Crop Diversification;
· Voluntary Coupled Support;
· Rural Development through Agri-Environment-Climate measures, investment support and knowledge transfer;
· and the European Innovation Partnership on Agricultural Productivity and Sustainability (EIP-AGRI).
Regarding further CAP support, the legislative proposals for the CAP policy framework post 2020 will allow Member States to design schemes in the first and/ or second pillar to recognise environmental benefits of practices. Coupled income support under certain limits[footnoteRef:1] (Article 30) can be provided with a possible increased support limit when specifically used for protein crop production)[footnoteRef:2] (Article 86(5)). Moreover, Member States will have the possibility to allocate funds for sectoral operational programmes run by recognised producers' organisations which can cover as well interventions related to plant protein production[footnoteRef:3] (Articles 59 to 63). [1: 	Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council establishing rules on support for strategic plans to be drawn up by Member States under the Common agricultural policy (CAP Strategic Plans) and financed by the European Agricultural Guarantee Fund (EAGF) and by the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD) and repealing Regulation (EU) No 1305/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council and Regulation (EU) No 1307/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council; COM(2018) 392 final]  [2: 	See previous footnote]  [3: 	See previous footnote] 

The Parliament's resolution also calls for the mobilisation and coordination of several EU policies like the CAP, research policy, environmental and climate action policies, energy policy, neighbourhood policy and trade policy. In this context, it is important to note that all relevant Commission services are working closely together on this topic.
Overall, many topics highlighted in the Parliament resolution are topics of primary importance for the development of plant proteins production in Europe. Both the Parliament's resolution and the work of the Commission show the political importance and the attention paid among the EU institutions to the issue of production and use of plant proteins in Europe.

