
Agora on climate change:
the European Parliament  

asks for citizens’ input
Contributing to parliamentary work, facilitating common 
analysis and promoting European civil society’s proposals 
to tackle climate change: the European Parliament has set 
ambitious objectives for the second Citizens’ Agora.

Brussels, 12-13 June 2008
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“Cars are covered with thick snow in Bucharest, capital 
of Romania, Jan. 3, 2008. Heavy snow attacked Romania 
Thursday, cutting power to hundreds of towns and villages, 
blocking roads and forcing Bucharest’s two airports and 
some Black Sea ports to close.” Photo: © Belga - Xinhua

“A wreckage of a firemen’s truck lays in a devastated area near the village of Artemida, 
25 August 2007. Forest fires which have devastated southern Greece and claimed 63 
lives in eight days died down 31 August 2007 but emergency services feared a new 
heatwave could rekindle some blazes.” Photo: © Belga - Louisa Gouliamaki
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“Hurricane Felix as seen from aboard the International Space 
Station - A Category 5 hurricane in the Caribbean Sea which 
made landfall in northern Nicaragua, killing 133.” Photo: NASA

31/09/2007



After a successful first edition last year looking at the European Union’s future, Parliament is 
again addressing a central issue on Europe’s agenda and hosting a two-day Agora on climate 
change. On 12-13 June, 500 representatives of selected European civil society organisations are 
invited to exchange views with MEPs, key EU decision makers and international experts – and 
to formulate their recommendations to the European institutions.

The June Agora will complete an intensive programme of parliamentary work on the subject. It 
will immediately follow the publication of a first interim report of the EP Temporary Committee 
on Climate Change and the Energy Globe Awards ceremony in May.  

As the EU develops its next initiatives, European civil society organisations are invited freely to 
express their views on this issue, bringing forward their analyses and proposals and highlighting 
the role they are willing to take in the future EU action plan on climate change.

Agora in a nutshell
The Citizens’ Agora represents a link between the European Parliament and European civil 
society. It is a unique tool, in both structure and breadth, for discussing with citizens issues 
on Parliament’s legislative agenda.  It consists of:

• 500 representatives of the civil society, from associations, professional organisations, trade 
unions and think tanks;

• A panel of international experts, political actors and leaders;

• Five thematic workshops on resources, techniques, solidarity, economies and governance.

50 years of the European Parliament 
working with you for a better future

“A local resident on a flooded road on the 
outskirts of York in North Yorkshire, Tuesday 
07 November 2000. Communities in Yorkshire 
are on a knife edge as they await new flood 
peaks which could bring further havoc to their 
homes. Emergency services have pinpointed 
the towns of Barlby and Selby as the main 
trouble spots later today.” 
Photo: © Belga - Toby Melville
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The Agora formula
The Agora provides room for open debates with a view to building consensus or revealing 
the diverging opinions within civil society on the analysis or the action to be undertaken 
to address climate change:

• Preparatory works will be published on the Agora forum and followed by a two day debate 
held at the European Parliament in Brussels;

• High level keynote speakers contribute to the debates both in plenary and workshops;

• The Agora conclusions, as drafted by the civil society representatives, will be submitted to 
the European and national institutions and widely disseminated by all actors involved.

An event not to be missed
• Two days to debate and compare the different experiences and proposals of the European 

civil society, with the support of key international experts and EU decision makers

• A fully transparent event: all written contributions are published on the website and 
translated; all debates are web-streamed

• An open debate with citizens, ahead of the United Nations' conference in Poznan, at the 
end of 2008, and the Copenhagen summit in 2009

“A patient suffering of hyperthermia (heat stroke) lays in a hospital bed 26 July 2006 in the 
emergency ward of Edouard Herriot hospital in Lyon. Europe baked again today under a 
relentless sun with temperatures well above 30 degrees Celsius (90 degrees Fahrenheit), though 
forecasters were promising temporary relief would come with storms and cooler weather in the 
next few days.” Photo: © Belga -Jeff Pachoud

26/07/2006 18:58

30/08/2007 15:47 

“Residents of Ano Kotili village use water from a swimming pool to extinguish a fire that 
reaches a house, at Peloponese peninsula, 30 August 2007. Greece battled devastating forest 
fires which have claimed 64 lives.” Photo: © Belga - Aris Messins” Photo: © Belga - Aris Messins



“A man passes by an indicator board showing cancelled flights at the 
airport in Stuttgart, Germany, Wednesday, 24 January 2007. Heavy 
snowfalls caused an interruption of the air traffic. The runway had to 
be closed several times.” Photo: © Belga - Marijan Murat

24/01/2007 14:50

For more information on the Agora on climate change and to participate to the debates, 
please consult:

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/agora

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/agora/

