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Introduction and overview 

 
This ninth annual report on Parliament’s historical archives (Archive and Documentation Centre – 
Cardoc)* has been drawn up under Article 9(2) of Council Regulation (EEC, Euratom) No 354/83 
of 1 February 1983 (as amended by Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1700/2003 of 22 
September 2003) concerning the opening to the public of the historical archives of the European 
Economic Community and the European Atomic Energy Community. That article stipulates that 
‘each institution shall publish information annually on its historical archiving activities’1. 
 

° ° ° 
 
Significant changes were made during 2012 to the document management policies pursued by: 
 
 the European Parliament: on 2 July 2012 Parliament’s Bureau adopted Rules on document 

management in the European Parliament. The Bureau decision covers the gradual 
introduction of an integrated document management system, covering all stages in a 
document’s life cycle, from the time it is received and recorded to its final transfer to the 
historical archives. Cardoc, which made a significant contribution to the deliberations of the 
working party on which the Bureau's decision was based, will also be involved in 
implementing the decision, starting in 2013. 

 
 the historical archives: a new approach intended to bolster the unit’s core activities (the 

main focus of which is archiving work) was introduced, and involved: 
 

- increasing the number of staff involved in the unit’s principal activity (archiving) by 
recruiting professional archivists; 

- seeking to acquire software tools to streamline the archiving of large volumes of 
documents (in hard-copy or native electronic file form). 

 
Against this background, the principal achievements during the year were as follows: 
 
1. Recruitment of four archivists and one assistant archivist (see Section 1) 
2. Cardoc's contribution to the drafting of the Bureau decision on document management in the 

European Parliament, adopted on 2 July 2012, and to the preparations for an implementing 
decision to be taken by the Secretary-General (in progress). 

3. Work on issuing a call to tender for the new CLAVIS database (see Point 3.2.1) 
4. Implementation of the contract for the ELEURA programme (see Point 3.2.2) 
5. Development of a programme for grouping sets of documents (see Point 3.2.3) 
 
These new activities have been incorporated into the structured set of activities conducted by the 
historical archives in order to fulfil their remit. That remit, which was previously set out in the 
Bureau decision of 16 December 2002 (‘Towards improved information and greater transparency: 
the Archives of the European Parliament’), is now laid down in the Bureau decision of 2 July 2012 
on Rules on document management in the European Parliament, as referred to above. The work 
carried out in this context included the following: 
 
                                                 
* N.B. The names ‘historical archives’ and ‘Cardoc’ are used synonymously in this report. 
1 The report outlines the progress made since the last report. For basic information on the structure and functions of 
Cardoc, see information reports No 1 for 2004 and No 7 on the organisation of the document management units, 
including Cardoc, within the Directorate for Library and Document Management, now Directorate C of the Directorate-
General for the Presidency. 
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Transfer of EP historical archives to Cardoc 
 
 the second operation conducted pursuant to the Bureau decision of 4 July 2011 on acquiring 

the papers of current or former MEPs consisted in the acquisition of the archival holdings of 
two former MEPs, which are currently being processed (see Section 5.1.11); 

 work on the project for drawing up retention schedules for all DGs continued with the 
adoption of schedules for DG FINS, DG INTE, DG TRAD and DG PRES (see Section 4);  

 new fonds were received from various Parliament departments, in particular DG IPOL (see 
Section 5.2); 

 magnetic audio recordings of meetings of parliamentary committees and delegations and 
ACP meetings were received for digitisation (see Section 5.2); 

 various courses on managing documentary archives were held by the Cardoc, Transparency 
and Official Mail Units (coordinated by the Professional Training Unit) (see Section 1.3). 

 
Processing of historical archives (see Section 5.2): 
 
 more than 66,700 items (sets of similar documents, in most cases comprising all language 

versions of a given document) were processed, described and entered into the CLARA-
ARCDOC database; 

 the principal fonds processed comprised: Committee on Budgetary Control documents; ACP 
documents; documents from Parliament’s governing bodies (Bureau, Conference of 
Presidents and Quaestors); the papers of a number of MEPs (A. Lamassoure, D. Wallis, Z. 
Gurmai and G. Häfner). 

 
Making documents available to researchers and members of the public wishing to delve further into 
the history of European integration (see Section 5.1): 
 
 two historical publications – The Long Road to the Euro and A Europe of Rights: History of 

the EU Charter – were produced;  
 Cardoc continued to maintain its relations with universities and to take in trainees and 

visitors undertaking research; there were more than 30 long-term visitors during the year; 
more than 100 other members of the public came to Cardoc on group visits (academics, 
students, etc.);  

 preparations were made for a forthcoming overhaul of the intranet site, the Historical 
Archives section of the Europarl website and the ARCDOC database, which are an 
extremely valuable source of information for hundreds of Parliament staff and thousands of 
members of the public; 

 an interview with Pat Cox was posted on the intranet page containing interviews with 
Presidents and Secretaries-General of Parliament; 

 a number of events were held to celebrate the opening of the new reading room shared by 
Cardoc and the Library: there were two open days, one for EP staff and one for the general 
public, and the reading room was officially opened by Martin Schulz, President of the 
European Parliament, during a special ceremony. 

 
 



 5/19  

1. Administration 

1.1 2012 budget 

In 2012 Cardoc managed the appropriations against an EP budget line comprising two sub-items: 
 

Item Heading Normal activities 2012 commitments 
3222-01  Expenditure on archive fonds: processing of 

the archive fonds of Parliament and its 
bodies on all media; acquisition of archive 
fonds on substitute media; and special 
materials and services for Cardoc 

Outside archiving services €1 554 626.77 

3222-02  Expenditure on archive fonds: processing the 
papers of Members of the European 
Parliament deposited in the form of 
donations or legacies 

Processing of papers of 
current and former MEPs 

€72 207.40 

 

 

(a) Expenditure 

Expenditure in 2012 covered the following main items: 
 
Outside archiving services 

This principally involved sorting, organising and processing (digitisation and indexing) ACP, 
Committee on Budgetary Control and EP governing body documents, as well as debates. 
 

Processing of papers of current and former MEPs 

The processing of the following documents acquired as a result of the call for expressions of interest 
issued on 13 April 2012 was outsourced:  

 the papers of Mr Graham Watson, chairman of the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and 
Home Affairs (LIBE); 

 the papers of Ms Angelika Beer (Verts/ALE Group). 

 

(b) Procurement procedures  

Cardoc managed a series of framework contracts in 2012 (outside archiving services, including 
digitisation of audio cassettes and microfilm services).  
 
Public procurement 

A procurement procedure initiated in response to the expiry of the framework contract for outside 
archiving services, the expenditure ceiling for which had been reached, resulted in the award of 
three cascading framework contracts. 

A contact for the creation of a native electronic archive management system was concluded with an 
outside firm under a framework contract put in place by the Directorate for Information 
Technologies (see Section 3.2.2). 

 

 

1.2 Staff 
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Establishment plan and staff duties 
 
Cardoc lost one post in 2012, which brought its staff complement down to 20 officials and two 
contract staff members. The duties of sixteen of the officials and the two contract staff members 
relate to the unit’s main activities (archiving, database management, IT, dissemination of 
information and documentation, and research), while the four remaining posts involve coordination 
and administrative management tasks.  
 
Steps were taken during the year to enhance the professional status of establishment plan posts by 
upgrading vacant posts and recruiting four archivists and an assistant archivist. This raised the 
proportion of establishment plan posts occupied by archivists from 1/10 to 3/10, and this trend is 
likely to continue in 2013 as part of a process of gradually bringing archive processing work in-
house (see Section 5.2, in particular the heading ‘Sorting, consolidation, description (of paper or 
electronic archives) and digitisation (of paper archives)’). 
 
The unit is organised into function groups:  
 
I 
 administration 
 
II 
 management of the procedure for acquiring and processing the papers of current and former MEPs 
 mail management 
 coordination of external archiving services (confidentiality, historical description) 
 receipt of documents in any medium 
 analysis and updating of unit web page content (intranet and internet) 
 
III 
 stock management 
 management of the microform library 
 processing of codecision files 
 management of transfers to the European University Institute in Florence 
 coordination of external archiving services (classification system, etc.) 
 
IV 
 dissemination of documents 
 provision of assistance in the reading room 
 development and management of relations with in-house and public users 
 production of Cardoc publications, in cooperation with the Printshop 
 graphics work on Cardoc intranet pages 
 
V 
 management of the ARCDOC database 

 design of projects to improve the database or acquire new databases  
 
VI 
 processing of archive fonds 
 planning interviews with politicians 
 web presentation of historical archive fonds (Presidents, Secretaries-General, etc.) 
 preparing an electronic presentation of the unit’s background and duties 
 digitising magnetic recordings of meetings of parliamentary bodies (committees, etc.) 
 
VII 
 management of the project entitled 'Management of current and intermediate archives at the EP' 
 participation in the working party on the forthcoming overhaul 
 
VIII 
 IT (databases, web, IT projects) 
 

 
External staff 
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The number of outside staff involved in the processing of archiving projects on the basis of 
framework contracts stood at 20 at year-end. 

 

1.3 Training 

 
Training provided 
 
Cardoc set up various training courses for Parliament staff. Five courses in archive and document 
management were run by specialists from Cardoc and the Transparency and Official Mail Units and 
were attended by a substantial number of officials (around 58) from all DGs in Parliament. Three 
courses (delivered by Cardoc on its own) were held for the directorates-general that have adopted 
retention schedules, and individual assistance was provided to the staff members responsible for 
implementing those schedules. 
 
Training received 
 
A number of courses in areas not directly related to archiving (language courses, speaking in public, 
drafting) were attended by unit staff.  For organisational reasons, the following courses with a more 
direct bearing on the unit’s core activities were held over to 2013: 

 DTD (EAD, EAC, etc.) training; 
 training for trainers (for archivists who will be providing archive management training); 
 Adobe Dreamweaver training, designed to help staff step up the posting of information on 

the Cardoc intranet site. 
 

1.4 In-house communication and synergy 

 
The Cardoc Unit forms part of DG Presidency, within which it comes under Directorate C (Library 
and Document Management). The Library, Official Mail, Transparency and Citizens’ Information 
Units also form part of the directorate. 
 
In addition to the joint training courses held (see 1.3), there are many examples of synergy and 
cooperation between the Directorate C documentation units. 

 
 Transparency and Official Mail Units: 
 
The working party set up to streamline Parliament's document management rules (in which the 
three units took part) continued its work during the year and submitted to the Bureau a draft 
decision, which was adopted on 2 July 2012. 
 
 Transparency Unit 
 
– Requests for documents 
 
This Unit passes on to Cardoc all subject-based search requests for historical documents (prior 
to 2001) received from members of the public. In 2012, 51 requests for documentation were 
received. This figure was up on 2011, when 30 requests were submitted.  
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– Requests for confidentiality to be waived 
 
Cardoc sends all requests for documents that may not be publicly accessible to the Transparency 
Unit for a preliminary assessment. This procedure may well be changed under rules that are to 
be laid down by the Secretary-General with a view to implementing the Bureau decisions on 
document management and confidential information (decision of 2 July 2012) (see below). 
 
– Confidential documents service  
 
The new Classified Information Unit (CIU), which is part of the Directorate for Presidency 
Services (Directorate F), will be tasked with holding classified documents (i.e. all documents 
above 'restricted' level) and reviewing them for declassification once 25 years have passed since 
their publication (Bureau decision of 6 June 2011). With regard to the handling of other 
documents containing information that may not be made public (confidential details, personal 
data or information affecting the commercial interests of businesses), new rules are currently 
being drawn to: 
 

 replace the decision of 6 June 2011 (new Bureau decision expected in 2013); 
 lay down implementing measures for the decision of 2 July 2012 on document 

management (Secretary-General decision expected in 2013). 
 
 Official Mail Unit 
 
Cooperation with the Official Mail Unit mainly involved the joint running of training courses 
(see Section 1.3) and the regular transfer of incoming and outgoing mail. 
 
 Citizens’ Enquiries Unit 
 
The Citizens’ Enquiries Unit passes on to Cardoc all historical document search requests 
received from members of the public. Twenty such requests were received in 2012. 
 
 Library 
 
The historical archives and Library reading room was finally opened during the year. The room, 
which provides tangible evidence of the synergies existing between the historical archives and 
the history section of the Library in Luxembourg, was opened by the President of Parliament, 
Martin Schulz, on 16 April 2012. Two open days were held to present the services on offer to 
EP staff (22 March 2012) and the general public (13 October 2012). 
 

° ° ° 
 

 
 
Cardoc also cooperates on a regular basis with other DG Presidency services and DGs. 

 
 The Secretary-General’s Office 
 
Cardoc works closely with the Secretary-General’s Office. Pending the acquisition of the Rømer 
fonds, additional material continued to be added to the existing fonds (Vinci and Priestley).  
 
 Directorate for Information Technologies (DIT) 
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The unit is currently cooperating with the DIT on two major projects, one covering the purchase 
of a new database (CLAVIS), and the other the development of an electronic document 
management programme (ELEURA) (see Section 3.2). 
 
 DG COMM 
 
Extremely successful cooperation with DG COMM’s Audiovisual Unit resulted in the supply of 
key video material for historical publications and the 'Parliament as it was' section of the 
intranet site. The interview with Mr Cox was filmed. A video containing audiovisual archive 
material relating to President Dankert’s term of office was edited. The unit is currently working 
with DG COMM’s Events Unit on preparations for open days at the three places of work. 
 
 DGs IPOL, PRES, EXPO, COMM, TRAD, FINS, INTE and ITEC 
 
Cardoc also cooperated with DG IPOL in order to acquire the historical archives of the 
parliamentary committees and to add them to the fonds already held by Cardoc. Documents 
from the CONT and BUDG committees were acquired.  
 
The unit continued to cooperate with DGs PRES, EXPO, COMM, TRAD, FINS, INTE and 
ITEC on ensuring the smooth implementation of the project for managing current and 
intermediate archives as per the decision of the Secretary-General of 1 October 2008 (see 
Section 4). The retention schedules for DGs PRES, TRAD, FINS and INTE were adopted. The 
unit is currently working with various DG ITEC units (CPO, graphics service, Printshop, 
Distribution Unit) on arrangements for producing and distributing publications. 
 
 Professional Training Unit (DG PERS) 
 
Cardoc's work with this unit relates primarily to the organisation of training courses of interest 
to archivists and any staff members wishing to gain a closer understanding of document 
management (see Section 1.3). 

 

2. Premises 

 

Work is continuing on the new, enlarged KAD building which will, upon completion (scheduled for 
2016/2017), house all the Cardoc offices, reception rooms and repositories, but is now behind 
schedule. In view of this situation, Cardoc has rationalised its stocks still further with a view to both 
preparing for future relocation and freeing up space for deposits by directorates-general in line with 
their retention schedules (deadline of 31 January 2013; Article 6(2) of the rules on document 
management adopted by the Bureau on 2 July 2012). At year-end 2012, one linear kilometre of 
space was available for those deposits.  

3.  Computerisation  

3.1 Hardware 

 

This section is not relevant to Cardoc. Management of the hardware (server and database) used by 
the unit is the responsibility of DG ITEC.  
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3.2 Software 

 
3.2.1 Invitation to tender for upgrade from CLARA to CLAVIS database software 
 
Since 2000, Cardoc has been using archive management software called CLARA to underpin the 
ARCDOC database. This database is available online (intranet site) and is used in a more advanced 
version within Cardoc, the Bureau Secretariat and the Secretary-General’s Office. In 2005 work 
started on a project for the creation of a new database (CLAVIS) that better reflects changes in 
Parliament’s IT environment. The project has finally reached the launch stage, involving the 
purchase of a technical solution for a new database through a tender procedure initiated in January 
2013. The contract is expected to be awarded in late 2013. 

 

3.2.2 Work started on document management software (ELEURA) 

Under a framework contract put in place by DG ITEC, Cardoc concluded a contract for the 
development of software (called ELEURA) for the grouping and management of electronic 
archives. Work under the contract began in late 2012 and should be completed in April 2013.  

 

3.2.3 Electronic archive grouping software 

Pending the roll-out of the ELEURA software, a less sophisticated grouping programme has been 
developed inside the unit. 

 

3.2.4 Electronic fonds management software 

Cardoc has acquired MsgViewerPro software for processing electronic fonds containing large 
numbers of emails. This software, which may be used to open .msg files, to extract attached files, to 
find messages, and to look through them in a navigation pane, will make for more efficient and 
more reliable processing of such fonds within Cardoc. 

 

4. Intermediate archives 

A decision of the Secretary-General of 1 October 2008 established a project to set up ‘retention 
schedules' in order to establish uniform procedures for the retention of the current and intermediate 
archives held by Parliament's departments (period of retention, whether individual documents will 
ultimately be destroyed or transferred to the historical archives and the extent to which they can be 
communicated). Each DG is required to draw up a schedule in cooperation with Cardoc. The 
schedules will then be harmonised so that a single schedule can be used by all of Parliament 
(common retention list).  
 
The Bureau decision of 2 July 2012 (Article 6) endorsed that decision and stipulated that all 
retention schedules should be adopted by the end of January 2013. Deposits of historical archives 
should then start coming in to Cardoc. All of the individual retention schedules, with the exception 
of those for DG EXPO, DG ITEC and DG COMM, had been adopted by the end of 2012.   

 

5. Historical archives 

 

5.1 Service to users/researchers 
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The Bureau decision of 2 July 20121 confirmed the historical archives’ main purpose, namely to 
make the documents deposited therein available within Parliament and to provide public access to 
those documents (Article 8). 
 
In order to make its documentary resources as accessible to the public as possible, Cardoc has been 
promoting its archive fonds in a number of ways:  
 

1. Documentary information in the ARCDOC database: 
 

ARCDOC contains more than four million documents. In 2012, 552 searches were made in 
the database (up slightly on 2011, when there were 538). 

 
2. Intranet site  

 
Cardoc's intranet site can be accessed at the following address: 
http://www.europarl.ep.ec/archives.  
It includes a number of historical sections and the CLARA-ARCDOC database. 
 
Historical sections: 
 
 ‘Parliament in the past’: articles on Parliament’s past activities and on topical issues (four 

files in 2012);  
 former Presidents and Secretaries-General (intranet page with filmed interviews and 

analysis of the archives of a large number of Presidents and Secretaries-General);  
 former Members (archives acquired from current and former Members, with biographies 

and archival and thematic analyses). A review of the site’s content and graphics is 
currently being conducted with a view to a thorough overhaul. 

 
Database: 
 
The number of users of the ARCDOC database increased slightly in 2012 to 552 individual 
visitors and 1027 visits (as against 538 visitors and 915 visits in 2011).  
 

3. Sections on the Europarl site: 
 

Documentation service; fonds and collections; Parliament in the past; publications; Simone 
Veil fonds; former Members' papers. A thorough overhaul of the content is currently being 
prepared and will be carried out once the process of upgrading Europarl has been completed 
(plans for dynamic pages into which information can be fed by operational departments).    
 

4. Meeting ‘remote’ requests from the public for documents/information by email, telephone, 
etc.: 

 
771 requests were dealt with by the team that assists researchers and more than 4916 
documents were supplied. 

 
5. Consulting historical documents in person on Cardoc premises with the assistance of the 

Front Office team: 
 
                                                 
1 ‘Rules on document management in the European Parliament’. 



 12/19  

30 individual visits lasting between one and 15 days were made by people wishing to do in-
depth research, with Cardoc staff providing technical and documentary assistance. More 
than 100 visitors took part in group visits during the year. 
 

6. Trainees: 
 

Three ‘Schuman trainees’ were taken in, one of whom worked on studies, one helped to 
reorganise the Cardoc library and the ACP fonds, and one worked on the Charter of 
Fundamental Rights publication. One trainee on a placement reorganised the inventory of 
magnetic recordings. 

 
7. Studies and publications: 

 
 Two historical publications – The Long Road to the Euro and A Europe of Rights: History of 

the EU Charter – were distributed to Members, EP staff and, outside Parliament, to 
academic organisations. 

  
8. Historical description of collections: 

 
 Descriptions are intended to provide researchers with an historical overview of the 

documentation series available via the ARCDOC database. A description of the President 
Pflimlin fonds was added in 2012. 

 
9. A ‘Historical Information Service’ and a reading room were set up to make the resources of 

both Cardoc and the Library available to in-house users and to provide access to the 
historical documents held by the two units to all researchers wishing to delve further into the 
history of European integration (see the ‘Library’ section under 1.4).  

 
10. Interviews with former Presidents and Secretaries-General of the European Parliament: 

 
 The purpose of this project is to enrich the archive collections of former Presidents and 
Secretaries-General of Parliament by adding filmed interviews with figures who have left 
their mark on the institution’s history. The project is being run in cooperation with 
DG COMM (Audiovisual Unit), and interviews have now been conducted with most former 
Presidents and Secretaries-General. Interviews are still to be conducted with two Presidents 
(Pöttering and Buzek) and two Secretaries-General (Priestley and Rømer), and the archives 
of each to be analysed. The intranet page for the interviews contains a wide range of 
documents (biographies and selections of documents from the archive fonds of the 
individuals concerned) 
(http://www.europarl.ep.ec/archives/FondsInterviews/index_en.shtml).  

 
11. New procedure for processing the archives of former MEPs:  

 
Under the procedure for acquiring archives of current and former Members that was adopted 
by Bureau decision of 4 July 2011, two new archives (Doyle and Wallis) were acquired in 
2012 and will be processed in 2013. 

 
 
5.2 Archive processing 
 

Archive holdings and acquisitions in 2012  
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The historical archives currently available total some 2700 linear metres1 and comprise both 
legislative and administrative fonds, some of which are still being processed. A non-exhaustive list 
may be found in the annex. These archives are processed in two stages: 
 

 Paper archive deposits: in 2012, around 250 linear metres of paper files were received as 
part of the regular deposits (oral questions, written questions, files from the CONT, BUDG 
and EMPL committees, codecision procedures, original acts and agreements).  
 

Apart from the regular deposits received by Cardoc, such as parliamentary questions or Parliament 
decisions on discharge in respect of the implementation of the general budget of the European 
Union, the main deposits were as follows: 
 

Written questions 2010 5 m 
Oral questions 2011-2012  1 m 

President Buzek fonds + documents 
from offices of other Presidents 

(e.g. Pat Cox's diary)* 

 13 m 

PETI committee 2004-2005 13 m 

CONT committee  77 

BUDG committee   134 m 
EMPL committee  12 m 

Conference on least developed 
countries 

2001 3 files 

Agreements (on DVDs sent by the 
Council) 

 35 agreements 

Codecision procedures  107 codecision procedures 
Original acts deposited in the 

Archives 
 34 documents  

Directorate for Relations with 
Citizens – Events Unit and 

Information Campaigns Unit 

1994-2012 209 posters 

Former Members’ papers 
(Wallis/Doyle) 

 13.5 m 

DG INLO **  28 files 
DG FINS **  44 files 

 
* President Buzek’s office also provided access to a drive containing the folders in which the office's electronic archives are stored.  
** Transfer of administrative documents in accordance with the DG’s retention schedule. 

 
 Sorting, consolidation, description (of paper or electronic archives) and digitisation (of 

paper archives): during this stage, the files are identified and reorganised and any 
documents which may be of no administrative or historical value are discarded (Article 7 of 
Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 354/83). A description by level, in accordance with the 
ISAD(G) archiving standard (series and files), is then carried out in compliance with a wide 
range of criteria and is entered directly into the database. This work was carried out 
externally, with the exception of the four ‘citizens’ initiative’ files, which were processed by 
a newly formed team of archivists. This process of bringing archiving work in-house will 
continue in 2013. 

 

                                                 
1 The overall number of linear metres remains the same, irrespective of how many new items are received, owing to the 
fact that regular transfers are made to the Historical Archives of the European Union in Florence. 
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 Entry into the database (of digitised documents or archives created in electronic form): in 
2012, more than 66 700 items (sets of similar documents, in most cases made up of all the 
language versions of a given document) were entered into the database.  The breakdown is 
as follows: 

 
ARCDOC 

 
Items added in 2012 

 

 
RP PR/DE QP PV PT DE OD Pres.

Charter of 
Fund. Rights 
Convention 

Total 

AC 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  0

AH 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  0

PE0 1 0 1 182 0 0 563 0  747

PE1 53 1 0 54 0 1 961 0  1070

PE2 91 3 0 136 0 0 732 0  962

PE3 64 1 13187 125 0 0 1528 0  14905

PE4 311 2 2 436 8 0 2104 416  3279

PE5 2159 2116 10 2569 0 0 4639 0 416 11909

PE6 12720 0 0 6095 0 0 7 0  18822

TOTAL 15399 2123 13200 9597 8 1 10534 416 416 51694
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FI AO ACP SG MEP 

001BEE - BEER, Angelika  

210 01NB - Tot Baberich 

195 002WAT - WATSON, Graham 

1003 

003GUR - GURMAI, Zita 

50 02HN - H. Nord 

441 004HAF - HÄFNER, Gerald 

103 

005LAM - LAMASSOURE, Alain 

74 

006WAL - WALLIS, Diana 

701 

61 1128 10713 

03HO - H. Opitz; 

331

007DOY - DOYLE, Avril 

1 

61 1128 10713 967 2142 

 
Total items added in 2012: 51694 + 61 + 1128 + 10713 + 967 + 2142 = 66705 

 

RP Parliamentary reports 

PR/DE Motions for resolutions and written declarations 

QP Parliamentary questions 

PV Minutes (part-sessions and committee meetings) 

PT Petitions 

Files 

DE Verbatim Report of Proceedings: full debate and speeches  

OD Governing body (Bureau, Conference of Presidents and Quaestors) documents Sub-
fonds  Pres. Papers from Presidents’ Offices 

FI Pictorial documents fonds (election campaign posters)  
AO Official acts; ACC - agreements  

ACP Parliamentary bodies in the field of development cooperation 
SG Papers from Offices of Secretaries-General 

Fonds 

MEP Members’ papers 
 
 

In addition to the digitisation of documents in paper form, plans are in place to digitise 
recordings of meetings of parliamentary committees and delegations. Two batches of 
cassettes were digitised in 2012, comprising a total of some 3900 hours of recordings. 
 

 Transfer of processed paper archives to the European University Institute in Florence: 
In accordance with both the contract signed on 17 November 1984 between the 
Commission, acting on behalf of the other EU institutions, and the European University 
Institute and the decisions made at meetings of the institutional working party on archives, 
Cardoc transferred 78 linear metres of archives, comprising: 
 
Plenary minutes PV SEAN PE3 and PE4 43 lm 



 16/19  

Verbatim Report of Proceedings CRE PE1-PE4   8 lm 
Questions for Question Time QH PE3 and PE4   6 lm 
Questions for Question Time QH Lists PE3 and PE4  4 lm 
Motions for resolutions PR PE3     17 lm 
 
TOTAL        78 lm 

 
° ° ° 

 
6. Relations with international bodies and professional and academic organisations 

 

Relations with international archive services continued and there were visits from individual 
researchers from European universities (in Germany, France, Italy and also non-European 
countries). There were also visits from: 

 external groups: University of Luxembourg; Delegation from the Norwegian Parliament, 
Library of the lower house of the Italian Parliament; 

 internal groups: Quaestors; Citizens’ Enquiries Unit; Audiovisual Unit.  
 
Cardoc publications continue to be distributed to a wide range of academic and professional 
organisations (universities, archives and libraries). Post-doctoral students in Luxembourg studying 
the history of European integration make regular use of Cardoc resources in the course of their 
work.  
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ANNEX 

 

Description of the main types of documents and collections contained in the intermediate and 
historical archives 

 
 
 
Documents generated by parliamentary business 

 Minutes of plenary sittings: 
– authentic version signed by the President (since 1960) in all languages; 
– version published in the Official Journal (complete collection, on paper, since 1952), in 

French only. 

 Debates: 
– complete collection in all languages from 1952 to 2011 (in microform and/or digital 

format); 
– incomplete collection, with authors’ handwritten corrections. 

 Resolutions / Motions for resolutions: 
– complete collection since 1952. 

 Minutes of committee and delegation meetings since 1952 (partial collection for delegation 
meetings). 

 Committee reports since 1952 and preparatory documents: 
– Ad hoc Assembly (1952-1953); 
– ECSC Common Assembly (1952-1958); 
– EPA and the European Parliament before direct elections (1958-1979); 
– European Parliament, first parliamentary term (1979-1984); 
– European Parliament, second parliamentary term (1984-1989); 
– European Parliament, third parliamentary term (1989-1994); 
– European Parliament, fourth parliamentary term (1994-1999); 
– European Parliament, fifth parliamentary term (1999-2004); 
– European Parliament, sixth parliamentary term (2004-2009). 

 Petitions: 
– complete collection from 1955 to 2005. 

 Parliamentary questions (written, oral, or for Question Time): complete collection.  

 Written declarations. 

 Audio recordings, incomplete collection (around 26 400 audio-cassette recordings of 
committee, delegation and ACP governing body meetings) from 1992 to 2010. 
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Documents of political bodies 

 Presidents' fonds: 
– Simone Veil fonds (President 1979-1982) (inventory made), part of which is available to 

the public; 
– Pieter Dankert fonds (President 1982-1984) (inventory made); 
– Pierre Pflimlin fonds (President 1984-1987) (inventory made); 
– Lord Plumb fonds (President 1987-1989) (inventory made); 
– Enrique Barón Crespo fonds (President 1989-1992) (inventory made); 
– Egon Klepsch fonds (President 1992-1994) (inventory made); 
– Klaus Hänsch fonds (President 1994-1997) (inventory made); 
– José María Gil-Robles fonds (President 1997-1999) (inventory made); 
– Nicole Fontaine fonds (President 1999-2002) (inventory made); 
– Pat Cox fonds (President 2002-2004) (inventory made); 
– Josep Borrell Fontelles fonds (President 2004-2007) (inventory made); 
– Hans-Gert Pöttering fonds (President 2007-2009); 
– Jerzy Buzek fonds (President 2009-2012). 

 Papers of Presidency bodies (Bureau and enlarged Bureau, Conference of Presidents, 
Quaestors) (minutes and documents, complete collection from 1952 to 2004); Committee of 
Presidents (1952-1973). 

 Conference of Committee Chairs fonds (1982-2003). 

 
Official mail 

 Complete chronological collection since 1952. 

 President’s collection (official correspondence only), in chronological order, since 1981. 

 
Special fonds 

 EPA - Consultative Assembly of the Council of Europe joint meetings series (1953-1979) – 
complete description. 

 Committee of the Four Presidents fonds (1952-1967) – complete description. 

 ACP Assembly fonds (1958-1980) – complete description. 

 ACP Assembly fonds (1980-2005) – complete description. 

 Intergovernmental Conferences (IGCs). 

 Secretaries-General fonds: 
– papers from Mr Nerée tot Babberich's office (1952-1960);  
– papers from Mr Nord's office (1961-1979);  
– papers from Mr Opitz's office (1970-1985);  
– papers from Mr Enrico Vinci’s office (1986-1997); 
– papers from Mr Julian Priestley’s office (1997-2007). 

 Bruck fonds: documents on Parliament’s Rules of Procedure and the Staff Regulations of 
Officials. 

 Members’ fonds (processed):  
– Mr Watson 
– Ms Beer  
– Ms Wallis  
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– Ms Gurmai (only documents concerning the 'citizens' initiative' report) 
– Mr Häfner (only documents concerning the 'citizens' initiative' report) 
– Mr Lamassoure (only documents concerning the 'citizens' initiative' report) 
– Ms Doyle (undergoing processing) 

 
 Photographs of MEPs and other leading figures in the history of European integration. 

 Poster collections. 

 Press cuttings. 

 Agreements and treaties since 1952 (on CD since 2004) – Treaties up to 2012. 

 Convention on the Future of Europe fonds (2002-2003) – complete description. 

 Intergroup of local and regional elected representatives fonds (undergoing processing). 

 Codecision procedures – complete series. 

 




