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Revised Multi-annual Programme of Grants 2012 - 2015 

European Parliament -DG Communication 

 
 

Establishment of Framework partnership agreements 2012-2015 

 

The purpose of this revision is to extend the duration of DG Communication (DG 
COMM)’s multi-annual grant programme to four years until 30 September 2016. 
 

I. OBJECTIVE OF THE PROGRAMME 
 
Since 2005, the European Parliament has managed an annual grants programme, co-
financing projects in the Member States which aim to enhance understanding of the 
role and functioning of the European Parliament, encourage a wider public interest in 
the decisional process, and which provide a platform for those citizens to raise issues 
which are important to them. A wide variety of projects have been co-financed, 
particularly audiovisual and web based projects. 
 
This programme has been launched by DG COMM in 2012, in the run up to the 2014 
European elections, with a view to sign framework agreements1 with potential grant 
beneficiaries covering the duration of the programme and to award grants on the basis 
of annual specific calls for proposals open to all the framework partners.   
 
In this context, with a view to reinforce its communications activities on the European 
Elections 2014, DG COMM has launched 3 cycles of annual calls for proposals for 
grants in 2012, 2013 and 2014, covering the run up to the European Elections and its 
results.  
 
 
However, in light of the results of the EE2014 post-election survey carried out by the 
European Parliament, additional communication actions are needed with regards to 
young European citizens. Indeed, they were greatest abstainers (72%) in the European 
elections. Attachment to Europe remains very strong in this category (73%) yet 49% of 
them believe the European Parliament does not properly take into account the 
concerns of European citizens. It's therefore important that the communication activities 
supported by DG COMM engage actively with young people in order to improve their 
understanding of the European Parliament, how its decision affect their daily lives and 
the ways though which they can influence the decisional process at EU level.  
 

                                                 
1
 See call for proposals for partnerships COMM/2012/FPA published at 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/aboutparliament/en/00beb2559e/Grants.html 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/aboutparliament/en/00beb2559e/Grants.html
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Therefore, it is necessary to extend the duration of this programme by an additional 
year (i.e. up to 30 September 2016) and to launch a new cycle of specific calls for 
proposals in 2015. 
 

II. TYPES OF ACTIONS FOR WHICH GRANTS MAY BE AWARDED FOR CO-
FINANCING 

 
Grants may be awarded for actions in the field of television, radio and web/ events.  
 

III. OVERALL PRIORITIES OF THE ACTIONS PROPOSED 
 
It has now been 20 years since the creation of the citizenship of the European Union 
through the Treaty of Maastricht. While this concept is mainly associated with the 
freedom of movement and of residence within the EU, there are several other political 
rights that also derive from this notion such as: 
 

 the right not to be discriminated against on grounds of nationality;  

 a right to vote and stand in elections to the European Parliament, in any EU 
member state; 

 a right to protection by the diplomatic or consular authorities of other Member 
States when in a non-EU Member State; 

 right to vote and stand in local elections in an EU state other than their own; 

 a right to access to European Parliament, Council, and Commission documents; 

 the right to apply to the EU institutions in one of the official languages and to 
receive a reply in that same language; 

 the right to petition the European Parliament. 

 
The Charter of Fundamental Rights guarantees all EU citizens a level of protection 
regarding privacy, freedom of speech, gender equality, human rights, to name a few, 
unparalleled in the world.  
 
Furthermore, over the years, EU citizens enjoy many additional rights and benefits 
such as cheaper travel costs, hassle-free border crossings, package holiday 
guarantees, and access to healthcare systems or cheaper calls when phoning home. 
Under this perspective, there is a clear added-value to actions and legislation 
developed at EU level which is often left unseen because of the delays in transposition 
of the legislation into national law or because no real effort is put at national level in 
explaining where these rights originate from. 
 

Proposals for projects should aim at highlighting these priorities, giving particular 
emphasis to the role played by the European Parliament as democratically elected 
representative of European citizens across the 28 Member-States.  
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IV. PROCEDURE 
 
DG COMM aims to co-finance projects submitted by pan-European, national, 
regional or local organizations based in any of the Member States of the European 
Union. To this aim DG COMM launched a call for proposals to establish long-term 
partnerships covering the duration of this multi-annual programme (1 October 2012 
- 30 September 2016).  
 
Partnerships are established and governed by framework partnership 
agreements (step 1). Annual calls for proposals, limited to framework partners, are 
published to select projects in specific areas and are established and governed by 
specific grant agreements (step 2). All successful applicants of the framework 
call for proposals who successfully apply to sign framework partnership agreements 
with the European Parliament are invited to respond to all subsequent calls for 
proposals for specific projects. 
 
An amount of € 2.4 Mio is planned for the funding of specific projects in 2015, 
subject to the availability of corresponding funds in the 2015 budget. 
 
Step 1: Establishment of framework partnership agreements 
In order to establish a framework partnership agreement and become partner of 
DG COMM applications can be submitted by 15 December 2014 
 
The framework partnership agreement does not constitute an obligation for 
DG COMM to award grants. 
 
Step 2: Establishment of specific agreements 
 
Specific calls for proposals will be published in three areas of activity: television, 
radio and web/ events (merged).  
 
The specific calls for proposals are planned to be published by 15 November 2014 
with application deadline on 15 January 2015 (indicative schedule). 
 
Questions of clarification may be sent by e-mail to: dgcomm-
subvention@europarl.europa.eu. Replies will be provided within 5 working days. 

mailto:dgcomm-subvention@europarl.europa.eu
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