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EU asylum legislation 

 
 The establishment of a Common European Asylum System  

 

Wednesday 30 January 2013, 10:00 - 16:30 hrs 

Room 4 B 001, Paul-Henri Spaak building, European P arliament, Brussels 
 
 
 

Draft programme 
 
 
from 09:30 Arrival and registration  
 (Altiero Spinelli building, entrance via Agora Simone Veil) 
 
 
10:00- 10:30 Opening and introduction to the seminar  

Yannis Darmis & Paula Fernández Hervás, EP officials, Press Service 
 
 An introduction to the European Parliament  

  Decision-making in the European Union and the role of the Parliament 
  Jack Blackwell, EP official, Press Service 

 
 
10:30 - 11:45 Asylum: introductory briefing on the legislation (off-the-record) 
 

Alex Walford, European Commission official 
John O’Dwyer, Council Presidency-in-Office 
Patricia Van de Peer, EP official, secretariat of Civil Liberties, Justice and 
Home Affairs Committee  
Natalia Dasilva, EP press officer for Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs 

Q&A session 
 
 
11:45 - 12:30 Stakeholders: the view from the front line 

Moderated by Jack Blackwell, EP official, Press Service 

  Melita Sunjic, Senior Regional External Relations officer, The UN Refugee 
Agency (UNHCR) 

  Ana López Fontal, Senior Press and Public Information Officer, The 
European Council on Refugees & Exiles (ECRE) 

Q&A session 

 
 
12:30 - 14:00 Reception  

  Paul-Henri Spaak building, 5th floor 
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14:00 - 16:30 The EU asylum package: debate with MEPs  

Moderated by Michel Plumley, EP official, Press Service  

MEP Antonio MASIP HIDALGO (S&D, Spain), rapporteur on minimum 
standards for the reception of asylum seekers 
MEP Cecilia WIKSTRÖM (ALDE, Sweden), rapporteur on Dublin II regulation 

  MEP Rui TAVARES (Greens/EFA, Portugal), rapporteur on joint EU 
resettlement programme 
MEP Monica Luisa MACOVEI (EPP, Romania), rapporteur on Eurodac (tbc) 

  MEP Timothy KIRKHOPE (ECR, United Kingdom), group coordinator 
  MEP Mario BORGHEZIO (EFD, Italy), group coordinator 
  MEP Kyriakos TRIANTAPHYLLIDES (GUE/NGL, Cyprus), group 

coordinator  

Q&A session 

 
 
 
 

*  *  *  *  * 
 
 
 
16:40 - 17:30 Special session for audiovisual media -  Presentation of the EP's 

audiovisual media services and technical facilities  

 Room -2Q129, József Antall building 
 
or 
 
16:40 - 17:40 Visit to the Parlamentarium (EP Visitors Centre)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contacts in the EP press service 

Yannis Darmis  +32 2 284 3816 
Paula Fernández Hervás +32 498 98 32 36 
Jack Blackwell  +32 498 98 34 00 
Iris Walter  +32 2 284 3017 
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BACKGROUND 
 
The European Parliament's press service is holding a seminar in Brussels on EU asylum legislation. 
Invited journalists from the 27 Member States will have the opportunity to discuss the issues with 
MEPs, representatives of other EU institutions and stakeholders. 
 
Modernising the EU asylum system 
 
The overall aim of the asylum package - consisting of recasts of existing laws plus some new 
legislation - is to establish a Common European Asylum System  (CEAS) that will lead to gradual 
EU-wide convergence through common minimum standards, harmonised procedures and 
uniform protection status as well as closer cooperation among EU states. 
 
Of the four existing laws being revised as part of the CEAS, Parliament and Council have already 
passed the qualification directive , laying down conditions for asylum seekers to be granted 
"refugee" or "subsidiary protection" status. The new rules abolish distinctions between the two 
statuses regarding access to labour markets, vocational training, education and healthcare. 
 
The 2003 reception conditions directive  lays down common standards for the treatment of asylum 
seekers. It includes rules on detention, healthcare, accommodation and access to the labour market, 
plus provisions on the plight of vulnerable people such as unaccompanied minors, the disabled and 
victims of torture. The revised rules, on which MEPs and Member States have reached an agreement 
of principle, stipulate clear grounds for the detention of asylum applicants, guarantee free legal aid, 
improve detention conditions and reduce from 12 to 9 months the deadline for asylum seekers to 
access national labour markets after lodging their applications. 
 
Solidarity among Member States is the subject of the Dublin regulation , which fixes criteria for 
determining which country is responsible for examining an asylum application. As a general rule, this 
is the state through which the asylum seeker first entered the EU.  The updated regulation, on which 
MEPs and Council have reached provisional agreement, seeks to forestall new crises in national 
asylum systems as experienced in Greece. It forbids transfers of asylum seekers to EU countries 
where "there are systemic flaws in the asylum procedure and reception conditions [...] resulting in risk 
of inhuman or degrading treatment". An early-warning and crisis management mechanism will help 
tackle the root causes of dysfunctions in national asylum systems, or problems stemming from 
particular pressures, before they turn into full-blown crises. 
 
Significant disparities remain between asylum procedures  across the EU. The chance of being 
granted asylum varies according to the Member State where the application is lodged. MEPs and 
Council are therefore currently negotiating an update of the procedures directive. Under the new 
rules, EU states would have six months to conclude asylum applications at first instance. They could 
only postpone their decision six further months in certain cases listed in the directive. The existing 
rules dating from 2005 do not require Member States to act within six months. 
 
A new element of the CEAS is Eurodac  (a database with fingerprints of asylum seekers), which is 
still the subject of negotiation between MEPs and Council. MEPs are prepared to grant the police 
access to Eurodac but only under very strict conditions that would protect asylum seekers' personal 
data better.   
 
The remaining parts of the CEAS are the establishment of a European Asylum Support Office  and 
the Joint EU Resettlement Programme , both of which have already been approved by EU 
lawmakers. 
 
Next steps 
 
Provided Parliament and Council can reach an accord on Eurodac and asylum procedures, MEPs are 
expected to give their seal of approval to the outstanding components of the package (Eurodac, 
procedures, reception conditions and Dublin) at the EP's plenary session in March or April. 
 
 
 


