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Introduction

This annual work programme concerns grants in the sense of Article 121
paragraph 1 b) of the Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 966/2012 of 25 October
2012 on the financial rules applicable to the general budget of the Union and
repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/20021 (hereinafter "Financial
Regulation"). Under Article 128 of the Financial Regulation, grants shall be subject to
a work programme.

Under Article 188 of Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) No 1268/2012 of 29
October 2012 laying down detailed rules for the implementation of Council
Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 966/2012 on the financial rules applicable to the
general budget of the Union2 (hereinafter "Rules of application"), the work
programme shall be adopted and published on the grants Internet site of the institution
concerned no later than 31 March of the year of implementation. It shall specify the
period it covers, the basic act, if any, the objectives pursued, the expected results, the
indicative timetable of calls for proposals with the indicative amount and the
maximum rate of co-financing.

1) Period covered

This annual work programme covers the period from 1 January 2017 to 31 December
2017.

2) Basic act

Regulation (EC) No 2004/2003 of the European Parliament and of the Council of
4 November 2003 on the regulations governing political parties at European level and
the rules regarding their funding3 as last amended on 18.12.20074 (hereinafter
"Regulation 2004/2003"),

1 OJ L 298 of 26.10.2012, p. 1
2 OJ L 362 of 31.12.2012, p. 1
3 OJ L 297 of 15.11.2003, p. 1
4 OJ L 343 of 27.12.2007, p.5
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Decision of the Bureau of the European Parliament of 29 March 2004 laying down the
procedures for implementing Regulation (EC) No 2004/2003 of the European
Parliament and of the Council on the regulations governing political parties at
European level and the rules regarding their funding5 (hereinafter "Bureau decision of
29.3.2004").

3) Priorities, objectives and foreseen results

According to Article 10(4) of the Treaty on European Union the political parties at
European level contribute to forming European political awareness and to expressing
the will of citizens of the Union. Furthermore, Article 224 of the Treaty on the
Functioning of the European Union stipulates that the European Parliament and the
Council, acting in accordance with the ordinary legislative procedure, by means of
regulations, shall lay down the regulations governing political parties at European
level referred to in Article 10(4) of the Treaty on European Union and in particular
the rules regarding their funding.

According to Article 2(4) of the Regulation 2004/2003, a "political foundation at
European level means an entity or network of entities which (...) is affiliated with a
political party at European level, and through its activities, within the aims and
fundamental values pursued by the European Union, underpins and complements the
objectives of the political party at European level".

The grants are awarded to support the annual work programme of a political party at
European level or of a political foundation at European level.

4) Indicative timetable of call for proposals

Calls for proposals will be published in the Official Journal by 30 June 2016 and
subsequently on the Internet site of the European Parliament (see Article 2 of the
Bureau decision of 29.3.2004).

5) Indicative amounts

Budget line 402 - Contributions to European political parties: € 31 905 000,
Budget line 403 - Contributions to European political foundations: € 19 000 000.

The amounts are subject to approval by the budgetary authority.

6) Co-financing

The maximum possible rate of co-financing is 85% of the eligible expenses (see
Article 10(2) of the Regulation 2004/2003).

5 OJ C 155, 12.6.2004, p. 1, as last amended of 7.10.2015, OJ C428, 19.12.2015.
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7) Conditions and implementation

Eligibility criteria: see Article 3 of the Regulation 2004/2003.
Exclusion criteria: see Articles 106(1) and 107 of the Financial Regulation.
Selection criteria: Applicants must provide evidence that they possess the legal and
financial viability required to carry out the programme of activities set out in the
application for funding and that they have the technical capability and management
skills needed to carry out successfully the programme activities for which they are
applying for a grant.
Award criteria: see Article 10(1) of the Regulation 2004/2003.

The grants awarded are operating grants in the meaning of Article 121(1) b) of the
Financial Regulation.

Grants are covered by a grant award decision. The grant award decision text is an
Annex to the Bureau decision of 29.3.2004.


