
Mr Ortoli, President of the Commission oj the
European Communities.—(F) Mr President,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

I am particularly conscious of the great honour
which falls to me today of presenting the new
Commission to you.

A great honour particularly because your House,
which now includes the representatives of nine
European peoples, has received from the Treaties
establishing the Community the eminent respon-
sibility of symbolizing the union of these peoples
and their participation in the development of the
Community edifice. Through you, it is the whole
body of the citizens of our countries that the
Commission greets with my voice.

A great honour also because our College, a new
link in a chain which already stretches back a
long way in time, since it began with the first
High Authority in 1952, that is to say with Jean
Monnet, feels itself guided and encouraged by
the splendid example of its forerunners. To
succeed—I speak of the single Commission—to
teams directed by statesmen of the standing of
Mr Malfatti (whom I greet here today) or of
President Rey, to say nothing of their eminent
predecessors in the three former separate Execu-
tives, is a privilege of whose value, but also of
whose perils, we are conscious. Along the trail
blazed by them it is in fact our task to advance
the Community venture as effectively as they
did in their time.

You will understand, Mr President, Ladies and
Gentlemen, that I also wish to pay special tri-
bute to the three members of the last Commis-
sion who are absent from the new one and who,



each in his own way, have left their mark on
this Community which they have done so much
to shape. I refer to President Mansholt, a man
of strong convictions and of action if ever there
was one, and who takes his place, undisputed,
among the Founding Fathers; to Vice-President
Barre, whose resolute action, served by the
penetrating intelligence and the rare power of
persuasion you all know, has laid the foundations
of the economic and monetary union; and,
finally, to Mr Albert Coppe, who has given his
whole heart and mind to the multiple responsi-
bilities which, one after another, have rested
on his shoulders during the last twenty years.

The common legacy from all our predecessors,
I feel, is that the Commission, which people are
so ready to call a technocratic organ, is by
necessity and by nature an institution whose
role is a political one. If there were any need to
do so, it would be sufficient, in order to convince
oneself that this is the case, to measure the
implications of the Commission's powers of
initiative and to assess the significance of the
institutional dialogue which the Treaties organize
between it and your House.

These are two points on which I would like to
elaborate somewhat, for they concern two major
directions of the activity in which my colleagues
and myself plan to engage.

The Commission's power of initiative. Our
College will have the obligation, even more than
the occasion, to make wide use of this in the
years ahead. The mere administration of what
has already been achieved will not fail,
in our enlarged Community—and from the very
fact of this enlargement and all the con-
sequences expected from it—to call for some
effort of imagination and some tenacity in
action. What then is to be said of the implica-
tions, in this connection, of measuring up to the
many obligations which the decisions of the
Paris Summit lay upon the Community institu-
tions, and first and foremost, the Commission?
The extension, diversification and deepening of
the field of Community competence defined by
the Conference of the Heads of State or Govern-
ment open a vast future to the Commission's
power of initiative.

You certainly are not expecting me to describe
our action programme today. This will be the
subject of the declaration that I shall have the
honour to make to you next month. I will there-
fore limit myself to sketching out the main lines
of approach necessary for our action in the year
which is beginning.

We will first of all have to pursue assiduously
the achievement of the programme of economic
and monetary union, and this in all its aspects.

It will also be a question of elaborating and
proposing the new elements necessary for the
pursuit of this vast enterprise. In this field, as
in others, our College fully intends to respect the
commitments entered upon by the earlier Com-
missions vis-a-vis both the Council and this
House. I refer here to the proposals the Commis-
sion will submit for the strengthening of the
budgetary powers of the European Parliament.

In the second place, we will reserve a good part
of our efforts for the development of a vigorous
European social policy.

Picking up from the substantial progress
achieved in the course of the last two or three
years, and following the line plotted by the
Paris Summit, the Commission will establish a
programme of concrete measures. In this matter,
even more than in others, it counts on the sup-
port of your House to help it to make our
society more humane and just.

As regards the Community's external relations,
the Commission will also have plenty to do. On
the one hand, it will have to propose without
delay an overall concept of the Community's
positions for the big multilateral negotiations to
open in GATT in the autumn. Here, enlightened
but firm defence of our interests will have to go
hand in hand with the will to pursue the liberali-
zation movement which began after the last war
and which has greatly profited all our countries.

On the other hand, it will be necessary this year
to start hammering out the new association
policy which will succeed the Yaounde Conven-
tion in the context of the prospects resulting
from the Accession Treaty. Negotiations will
likewise have to be conducted with the various
countries regarding which commitments have
been entered into, in the first place the Mediter-
ranean countries. Moreover, in the light of the
guidelines indicated at the Paris Summit Con-
ference, we shall have to push on with defining
an overall view of the Community's relations
with the developing countries.

Finally—and this is not the least of the tasks
awaiting us—we shall have to carry out the
wishes of the Heads of State or Government by
doing what is necessary to improve the decision-
making procedures and the operation of the
institutions, and we shall have to implement the
practical measures for strengthening the House's
powers of control and for improving the rela-
tions of both Council and Commission with the
House.

This means, as the saying goes, that our College
has "plenty on its plate." We are convinced that
we will be all the more able to act effectively
in all these fields since the Commission—this is



our second major concern—will have the advan-
tage of a more detailed and richer dialogue with
your House. Much progress has already been
made in this direction in the last few years,
under the stimulus in particular of your prede-
cessors and yourself, Mr President. May I be
allowed on this occasion, to pay tribute to the
democratic ideal which, inspiring each member
of your House, and being always strikingly
embodied in its successive Presidents, has made
it possible, in the course of persevering progress,
to associate the representatives of our peoples
ever more closely in the work of building the
Community.

The Commission's wish is that this development
should continue and, for its part, it intends to
do its best to see that this shall be the case. From
this very week it is beginning its efforts : hardly
ten days after taking up its functions, it wishes
to be in a position, after defining its internal
organization, to participate fully in your work
both in Committee and in plenary session.

I will see to it personally, that as in the past,
and even more completely if this is possible, the
presence of the Commission and its President is
ensured at your work. The responsibility
invested by our College in Mr. Scarascia Mug-
nozza, who was formerly the Chairman of your
Political Committee, to follow at my side
everything concerning the day-to-day dialogue
between our two Institutions is an equally clear
illustration of our intentions.

In February, in keeping with the felicitous usage
which has grown up in the last few years, the
Commission, as I have had the occasion to indi-
cate, will present its programme for the current
year to you. At this session we will check with
you how work is progressing and how far the
programme has advanced. Finally, the Commis-
sion will keep you abreast of the action taken
on the proposals voted by your House to amend
the draft directives and regulations laid before it.

If I have thought called upon to remind you of
these arrangements, which may appear to be
mere matters of procedure and have already
become regular practice, this was mainly to
mark the will of the new Commission to take
over the commitments entered upon in this mat-
ter by those which preceded it, but above all
because I attach great importance to everything
which concerns the organization of that con-
tinuous and living dialogue which constitutes
the reality of democracy. Any improvement
which can be envisaged on this plane will, I can
assure you, be examined and accepted by the
Commission provided it is a move in the direc-
tion of efficacy in action.

It is with a feeling of modesty—for the stake is
an immense one—but also with full awareness
of the part it will have to play, that the Com-
mission will submit its action programme to you
next month. In this way, the objectives and
priorities in the achievement of which my col-
leagues and myself intend to engage our respon-
sibility will be clearly known. Allow me to
express the wish, Mr President, Ladies and
Gentlemen, that, in the execution of its heavy
task, the Commission may always find in you
the well-informed partners for a constructive
dialogue, the resolute providers of support which
it will often need, and, finally, the wise censors
of action which, I can assure you, will be that
of men of good will.

Ladies and Gentlemen, I should end my speech
at this point because I was given to understand
that the tradition, coupled with the need for
translation, is that one should not improvise
in the House, or at least not say too much off-
the-cuff. But nonetheless—and I would ask the
interpreters to excuse me—I should like to add
a word or two.

I want to tell you that the Commission is very
ambitious for Europe. When the Commission
meets, it feels the responsibility weighing down
on it as if it were something physical. I have
to tell you that the Commission appreciates at
its true value this responsibility of working for
a Europe which has not only grown in size but
which has also assumed exceptional responsi-
bility and weight and because it is the future
of our old Continent that is at stake.

Lastly I want to tell you that we are pas-
sionately committed. We know what our respon-
sibility is and we wish to exercise it to the full.
We know that Europe's responsibility is not only
to develop the right economic apparatus for a
market of 250 million people. We also under-
stand that our human and social responsibility to
our peoples is fundamental. We know that in
relation to the world at large, when it comes to
peace and justice, is immense. This is why this
Continent, with its own, aspirations, can stand
as something great which is, I repeat, not only
an economic entity but something which goes
much further.

Ladies and Gentlemen, I have no doubt that this
drive is common to us. No one achieves anything
with programmes alone, although they must be
respected. One achieves things because one
believes in them because one is driven forward
by a current that overwhelms you. All the
Commission feels the same. At the same time,
the political will of the States came out very
clearly at the Summit. Lastly, there are your-
selves. We know, Ladies and Gentlemen, what



this Parliament is and who its members are and
why they want to build Europe. We shall try
to build it together.
(Sustained applause)


