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The 1 December 2009 the Lisbon Treaty enters into force.  It is a good day for Europe.  The 
Treaty makes the EU more democratic and efficient. 
 
The Treaty gives a huge boost to the powers of the European Parliament.  The rise in legislative 
powers for the European Parliament represents almost a doubling in power.  One key area of 
increased power is the Common Agricultural Policy.  MEPs for the first time will decide on agricultural 
expenditure hitherto almost exclusively controlled by national agricultural ministries.  Agricultural 
spending counts for almost 40% of the EU budget. MEPs will also have an equal say with ministers on 
the way the EU's structural funds are shaped and spent.   
 
Our European Parliament committees are responsible for nearly 100 percent of EU legislation, having 
great power in their hands. 
 
The Lisbon Treaty enables Europe to take its responsibilities in the world more seriously.  The new 
European External Action Service will allow Europe to speak more clearly with one voice.  Relations 
with our most immediate neighbours are having an increasingly direct impact on us in the European 
Union.  Even today, permanent delegations of the EP to more than 60 foreign countries represent a 
kind of common EU foreign policy.  
 
Last January witnessed the eruption of a Russian-Ukrainian gas dispute that deprived a number of 
European countries of gas supplies for two weeks in the middle of winter.  We saw what the lack of a 
proper Union policy can do.  Europeans may not understand all the intricacies of geopolitics; they do 
understand that the heating is turned off in their homes, their hospitals, their schools.  The Lisbon 
Treaty provides a basis to stop this happening.  Our European Parliament committees and permanent 
delegations will take responsibility for a Common EU Energy Policy both internally and externally 
based on sustainability and solidarity. 
 
Twenty years after the democratic changes in Central and Eastern Europe and after the fall of the 
Berlin Wall, and as the first President of the European Parliament from Central and Eastern Europe 
grounded in the Solidarity movement, I am proud to say that we now have a set of democratic and 
efficient rules capable for providing answers for almost 500 million people, in 27 Member States.  
 


