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COP21: Parliament's roadmap for Paris UN climate
talks
The EU and its member states must call for a 40% cut in greenhouse gas emissions by
2030 and scale up climate finance commitments at the COP21 UN climate talks in Paris,
Parliament said on Wednesday. MEPs also say a share of revenues from the EU's carbon
market allowances should be earmarked for climate finance, and the aviation and
shipping sectors should initiate measures to curb their emissions by the end of 2016.
'We are facing the fight of the century. If we do not succeed in preventing global warming from
exceeding 2 degrees C by the end of the century we will see many more droughts, floods,
melting glaciers and the disappearance of more and more farm land. Climate change will also
be a factor in increasing the migration problem,' said Gilles Pargneaux (S&D, FR), who drew up
the resolution, which was adopted by 434 votes to 96, with 52 abstentions.
'The financial issue is and will be the cornerstone of an agreement in Paris. This is why we are
calling for a clear roadmap from the member states so that we know how to finance the green
fund from 2020. Fixing a carbon price at global level would also help to ensure that the leastpolluting technologies are the most attractive to investors,' added Mr Pargneaux.
In the resolution, which constitutes the mandate for Parliament's delegation to COP 21, the UN
climate change conference in Paris in December, MEPs call on the EU to demand:

• a reduction of at least 40% of greenhouse-gas emissions compared to 1990 levels,
• a 40% energy-efficiency target
• a 30% target for renewable energy by 2030
The resolution calls for a general reinvigoration of the EU’s climate policy in line with the upper
limit of the EU’s commitment to reduce its greenhouse gas emissions to 80-95% below 1990
levels by 2050.
MEPs say the 2015 Protocol should:

• be legally binding
• seek to phase out global carbon emissions by 2050 or shortly thereafter in a bid to
keep global warming below 2 degrees C in a cost-effective way

• If necessary, work will have to start in 2016 to devise additional reduction measures
• include five-year commitment periods in order to avoid locking into low levels of
ambition
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MEPs are concerned that the early analysis of tabled contributions in terms of emission
reductions would result in the global average temperature rising by between 2.7°C and 3.5°C.
They call for the Parties to agree in Paris to revise them before 2020 in order to bring them into
line with the latest scientific assessments and a safe 2°C-compatible global carbon budget.

Climate finance
Parliament calls on the EU and its member states to agree on a roadmap to scale up finance
towards their fair share of the overall target of $100 billion a year by 2020. It proposes
earmarking some of the EU's Emissions Trading Scheme (ETS) allowances as sources of
climate finance, as well as revenues from EU and international taxes on aviation and shipping
emissions.

Transport
Parliament points out that transport is the second-largest sector generating greenhouse gas
emissions and calls on the parties to COP21 to work through the International Civil Aviation
Organization (ICAO) and the International Maritime Organization (IMO) on measures to cut
emissions before the end of 2016.
Procedure: Non-legislative resolution

$ 100 billion
a year – is the targeted climate finance to be raised by 2020

Check out how previous climate change agreements have led to COP21
COP21: the road leading to the vital climate change conference in Paris

Further information
Adopted text will be available here (click on 14.10.2015)
Video recording of debate (click on 14.10.2015)
EbS+ (14.10.2014)
EP Research study
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Limiting the rise in temperature to an average of 2 °C does not guarantee that significant adverse impacts will be avoided, say MEPs© AP
images/European Union - EP

EP calls for -40% emissions target
http://www.europarltv.europa.eu/en/player.aspx?pid=31b8ccb2-8248-4063-92c4-a51700bf8f43
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