
 

MEPs ask EU Commission to monitor investigations
into car emission test fraud
 
Emissions testing fraud should be investigated thoroughly and those responsible should
face appropriate sanctions, say MEPs in a resolution voted on Tuesday. They say that
the EU emissions testing system should be strengthened to ensure that EU emission
limits are respected and that vehicles exceeding these limits are discovered quickly.
They also recommend considering whether to establish an EU-level surveillance
authority.
 
MEPs strongly condemn any fraud by automobile manufacturers and deplore the fact that
millions of consumers have been deceived, and regret the damage to human health and the
environment from excessive emissions. The resolution, wrapping up a 6 October debate, was
passed by 493 votes to 145 against, with 25 abstentions.
 
The current scandal risks undermining the whole automotive sector, a key contributor to growth,
innovation and jobs in a significant number of member states, says the text .
 
Investigate and punish fraud
 
MEPs welcome investigations into vehicle emissions test manipulation in several EU countries
and worldwide, and support the Commission’s call to national surveillance authorities to conduct
extensive checks on a wide range of vehicle makes and models. Where “defeat devices” are
found, EU member state authorities should take all necessary action to remedy the situation and
enforce the appropriate sanctions, they say.
 
The investigations should involve the Commission, which is asked to report back to Parliament
by 31 March 2016. 
 
MEPs stress that employees should not ultimately be the ones who pay the price for emission
measurement manipulation and that all costs arising from the infringement of rules should be
covered from company profits and dividends before any redundancies are considered. .
 
Strengthen testing of emissions of pollutants and CO2 
 
Parliament urges the Commission to adopt and put in place the new Real Driving Emissions
(RDE) test cycle without delay, adding that while current plans for RDE tests would be used only
for NOx emissions, these tests should be put in place for all pollutants.
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The EU type approval regime should be redesigned to guarantee that type approvals and
certificates issued by national competent authorities can be checked independently and can be
reassessed by the Commission and by EU countries’ authorities with a view to requiring recalls
and halting the placing on the market of vehicles that do not comply with emission limits, MEPs
say.  They  also  call  "for  consideration  to  be  given  to  the  establishment  of  an  EU-level
surveillance  authority".
 
A representative sample of new models taken off production lines at random should be tested
annually, using RDE tests to check their compliance with EU pollutant and CO2 limits, say
MEPs, who also want better on-road surveillance through periodic technical inspections
 
Stop cheating in in-lab testing
 
With regard to in-lab testing, MEPs call on national authorities to show no tolerance for practices
such as over-inflating tyres, removing side-mirrors, taping up gaps between body panels to
reduce aerodynamic drag, removing equipment such as stereos, and testing at the maximum
allowed temperature.
 
Further information
Adopted text will be available here (click on 27.10.2015)
Video recording of the debate (06.10.2015)

Storified debate, context and reactions (in English) (06.10.2015)

Storified debate, context and reactions in German (06.10.2015)
EP Research note: Beyond the VW case
Procedure file
Audiovisuel material

Political groups
Press release by the EPP group
Press release by the S&D group
Press release by the S&D group
News pages of the ECR group
Press release by the ALDE group
Press release by the ALDE group
Press releasy by the GUE/NGL group
Press release by the Greens/EFA group
Press release by the EFDD group
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/texts-adopted.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/plenary/video?debate=1444136667210
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/plenary/video?debate=1444136667210
http://sfy.co/p0xYT
http://sfy.co/p0xYT
http://sfy.co/h19GW
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2015/568355/EPRS_ATA(2015)568355_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2015/2865(RSP)
http://audiovisual.europarl.europa.eu/Page.aspx?id=2392
http://audiovisual.europarl.europa.eu/Page.aspx?id=2392
http://www.eppgroup.eu/press-release/Car-Emissions%3A-urgent-need-for-real-emission-tests
http://www.socialistsanddemocrats.eu/newsroom/workers-should-not-pay-fraud-volkswagens-managers
http://www.socialistsanddemocrats.eu/newsroom/sds-outraged-decision-new-pollution-limits-diesel-cars
http://ecrgroup.eu/news/
http://www.alde.eu/nc/press/press-and-release-news/press-release/article/volkswagen-scandal-liberals-and-democrats-call-for-a-parliamentary-committee-of-inquiry-revelatio/
http://www.alde.eu/nc/press/press-and-release-news/press-release/article/emissions-scandal-liberals-and-democrats-condemn-eu-governments-decision-on-new-road-tests-46212/
http://www.guengl.eu/news/article/gue-ngl-news/eu-emissions-directive-most-harmful-pollutants-must-be-reduced-by-2025
http://www.greens-efa.eu/car-pollution-scandal-14660.html
http://www.efdgroup.eu/newsroom/press-releases/item/ukip-slams-eu-s-active-participation-in-vw-emissions-scandal-cover-up?category_id=9
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https://twitter.com/EP_Transport
https://twitter.com/EP_SingleMarket
https://twitter.com/EP_Environment
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