
 

Claude Moraes on mass surveillance: A balance is
needed between privacy and surveillance
 
Mass surveillance has been in the spotlight ever since Edward Snowden brought it to
journalists’ attention in 2013. This week the civil liberties committee adopted a resolution
saying too little has been done to protect people's privacy, while MEPs discussed the
Safe Harbour ruling during plenary on Wednesday.  We gathered questions from EP’s
Facebook page fans and presented them to UK S&D member Claude Moraes, chair of the
civil liberties committee and the member in charge of this topic.
 
The Parliament has had the topic on the agenda several times since 2013, including on
Tuesday when the civil liberties committee voted on a resolution. In addition MEPs discussed
the European Court of Justice ruling declaring the Safe Harbour agreement on data transfers
between the EU and the United States invalid in the plenary yesterday.
 
 
 
We received several questions on how the courts can be used to protect our privacy.
How does the recent Safe Harbour ruling affect mass surveillance and data protection?
 
This European Court of Justice judgement is a severe judgement and it says that the Safe
Harbour agreement simply has to stop. It has to stop because the standards of data protection
in the European Union are so much higher than they are in the United States.
 
All of our data – anything from Facebook to Google searches and financial transactions – still
goes to the United States, but under different arrangements. Companies will have to make other
arrangements to protect our data.
 
Many Facebook users were also worried about the surveillance by their own
governments and Europol. What would you tell them?
 
 
 
While it is true that in the inquiry of mass surveillance we found that there was to be some
concern about snooping from our own governments and intelligence services, we have higher
standards of protection here in the EU and we have ambitions for higher standards of privacy
than they do in the United States.
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It is very important to have intelligence services. They perform an extremely important task to
protect us from external threats, from terrorism, from other security threats. But it is important
that we have an accountability structure so that they don’t exceed their powers and that they
don’t invade our privacy where it is unnecessary to do so.
 
To what degree are we monitored or could be monitored on social media?
 
 
 
I think people now accept that our behaviour on social media is being monitored. What they are
not aware of is how that is being done. Certainly with our mass surveillance inquiry we found out
exactly what is happening. We suspected many things. Once we saw what Edward Snowden
said we learned far more.
 
For most citizens who are more or less aware that their conversations, their emails and their
metadata can be accessed, the issue is really, is their data being accessed for good reasons? Is
it to protect us from terrorism threats and so on?
 
Evidence is accumulating that the balance between privacy and security is being shifted in the
wrong direction. The way to shift it back is to understand the technology, to ensure that we have
the checks and balances and to ensure that we have accountability structures.
 
Find out more
Claude Moraes
Safe Harbour ruling: MEPs called for clarity and effective protection
Press release on mass surveillance
Press release on Safe Harbour ruling
Briefing
EP resolution on US surveillance programme (12 March 2014)
Press release after the 2014 vote
Civil liberties committee inquiry into mass surveillance
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https://polcms.secure.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/upload/88af9815-5847-4129-baef-c9e0146ee38c/att_20140307ATT80674-7462364427419915620.pdf
https://polcms.secure.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/upload/88af9815-5847-4129-baef-c9e0146ee38c/att_20140307ATT80674-7462364427419915620.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4519.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20151015IPR97903/Safe-Harbour-ruling-MEPs-called-for-clarity-and-effective-protection
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20151012IPR97210/Mass-surveillance-EU-citizens%27-rights-still-in-danger-MEPs-say
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20151006IPR96134/Safe-Harbour-Commission-must-act-now-to-ensure-clarity-and-safety-for-citizens
http://epthinktank.eu/2014/03/12/nsa-surveillance-of-eu-citizens/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=TA&language=EN&reference=P7-TA-2014-0230
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20140307IPR38203/US-NSA-stop-mass-surveillance-now-or-face-consequences-MEPs-say
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/libe/subject-files.html?id=20130923CDT71796


Claude Moraes

https://vimeo.com/142503774
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