
 

European Parliament awards Sakharov Prize to
Raif Badawi
 
Raif Badawi is the laureate of this year's Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought,
following an October 29 decision by EP President Martin Schulz and the political group
leaders.  Badawi is a blogger from Saudi Arabia currently serving a 10-year prison
sentence for insulting Islam on his website promoting social, political and religious
debate. The Sakharov award ceremony will be held in Strasbourg on 16 December.
 
"An extremely good man"
 
“The conference of Presidents decided that the Sakharov Prize will go to Saudi blogger Raif
Badawi,” said Schulz announcing the 2015 laureate in plenary. “Mr Badawi, an exceptionally
courageous and exemplary man, had imposed on him one of his country's most gruesome
punishments, which can only be described as brutal torture." The EP President added: "I
therefore call on the King [of Saudi Arabia] to discontinue the execution of the punishment, to
release Mr Badawi, to let him return to his wife and to enable him to collect the award here
during December's plenary session."
 
Badawi: a prisoner of conscience
 
Badawi is a Saudi Arabian blogger, human rights activist and author of the website Free Saudi
Liberals. He was arrested in 2012 and later sentenced to 10 years in prison, 1,000 lashes and a
hefty fine for insulting Islamic values on his website.
 
He was administered the first set of 50 lashes in public in January 2015. The remainder were
postponed following international protests. Earlier this week the wife of Raif Badawi, Ensaf
Haidar, who is currently living in Canada with their three children, announced that the Saudi
authorities have given the green light for the flogging to resume.
 
In February this year MEPs adopted a resolution strongly condemning the flogging of Badawi as
"a cruel and shocking act” and calling on the Saudi Arabian authorities "to release him
immediately and unconditionally as he is considered a prisoner of conscience, detained and
sentenced solely for exercising his right to freedom of expression”.
 
The finalists
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Raif Badawi was one of this year's three finalists. Find out more about the democratic
opposition in Venezuela embodied by the Mesa de la Unidad Democrática and political
prisioners and the Russian opposition leader Boris Nemtsov here.
 
The Sakharov Prize
 
The Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought is awarded each year by the Parliament. It was set
up in 1988 to honour individuals and organisations defending human rights and fundamental
freedoms. Last year the prize was awarded to Denis Mukwege.
 
Nominations for the Sakharov Prize can be made by political groups or by at least 40 MEPs.
Based on the nominations, the foreign affairs and development committees vote on a shortlist of
three finalists. After that the Conference of Presidents, made up of the EP President and the
leaders of the political groups, select the winner.
 
Click here for more news from the European Parliament.
 
Find out more
Top story on 2015 Sakharov Prize
Sakharov Prize website
EP resolution on Raif Badawi (12 February 2015)
Raif Badawi on Twitter
Audiovisual materials for 2015 Sakharov Prize
Announcement of the winner in plenary
Press point with EP President Martin Schulz
Statement by EP President Martin Schulz
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/content/20151015STO97807/html/Sakharov-Prize-finalists-Badawi-Democratic-opposition-of-Venezuela-Nemtsov
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sakharovprize/en/laureates.html#laureate10
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/portal/en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/top-stories/20151020TST98536/Sakharov-Prize-2015
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sakharovprize/en/home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fTEXT%2bTA%2bP8-TA-2015-0037%2b0%2bDOC%2bXML%2bV0%2f%2fEN&language=EN
https://twitter.com/raif_badawi
http://audiovisual.europarl.europa.eu/Page.aspx?id=2410
http://audiovisual.europarl.europa.eu/Assetdetail.aspx?ref=I110894
http://audiovisual.europarl.europa.eu/Assetdetail.aspx?ref=I111288
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/the-president/en/press/press_release_speeches/press_release/press_release-2015/press_release-2015-october/html/raif-badawi---winner-of-the-2015-sakharov-prize-for-freedom-of-thought


Raif Badawi  © Courtesy of Amnesty International
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Raif Badawi hailed as 2015 Sakharov Prize laureate
http://www.europarltv.europa.eu/en/player.aspx?pid=cb8635d2-3e10-4584-be18-a53a00c1375f
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