
 

Sakharov Prize award ceremony: "Raif Badawi was
brave enough to say no to their barbarity"
 
"Raif Badawi was brave enough to raise his voice and say no to their barbarity. That is
why they flogged him," said Ensaf Haidar, the wife of jailed Saudi human rights activist
Raif Badawi, accepting the 2015 Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought on his behalf in
Strasbourg on 16 December. Badawi was honoured by the European Parliament for his
fight for freedom of speech and thought in Saudi Arabia.
 
"Raif Badawi is not a criminal. He is a writer and a free thinker"
 
"Free-thinking Arabs are used to concealing their ideas to get them through," Ensaf Haidar said,
quoting her husband during the ceremony in Strasbourg. "Free and enlightened ideas are
considered blasphemous in the ideology adopted by Arab societies, in which every free thought
is decadence and a diversion from the true path."
 
"Raif is not a criminal," she said. "He is a writer and a free thinker: that is all. Raif Badawi’s
crime is being a free voice in a country which does not accept anything other than a single
opinion and a single thought." She now lives in exile in Canada with their children.
 
She continued: "He is just a thinker who refused to be part of the herd following clerics living
outside of time and governing by injust and tyrannical laws." Haidar thanked the European
Parliament for the award: "Awarding the Sakharov Prize to Raif Badawi is historic. It is, Mr
President, an act of bravery by you and by all those who voted for Raif."
 
"A symbol and an inspiration"
 
"Badawi has become a symbol and an inspiration for all those fighting for fundamental rights in
the region and beyond," said EP President Martin Schulz during the ceremony. "Despite great
risk, as a blogger he has bravely endeavoured to foster free thought and exercised his right to
freedom of expression filling a vacuum left by the lack of a free press in his country."
 
Schulz called on King Salman of Saudi Arabia to pardon the blogger immediately and release
him unconditionally. He urged Saudi authorities "to put an end to the systematic crackdown on
peaceful expression", referring to people such as Waleed Abu al-Khair, Abdulkarim Al-Khodr,
Ashraf Fayadh and Ali Mohammed al-Nimr. He was warmly applauded when he called for the
release of Mohammed al-Nimr who was sentenced to death. The EP President reminded that
the country had been elected to the UN Human Rights Council.
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"We are prepared for dialogue on human rights" but "no terror, no inhumane penal system will
prevent us from fighting for human rights," Schulz told Haidar. "No security argument, no
weapons deal or oil money may deter us."
 
Schulz also welcomed representatives from the 2015 Sakharov Prize finalist present in the
public: Maria-Alejandra Aristeguieta-Alvarez representing the Democratic Opposition of
Venezuela and Olga Shorina, the Executive Director of the Boris Nemtsov Foundation for
Freedom in Germany .
 
Badawi: censored, jailed, flogged. But not silenced.
 
Badawi is a blogger and an advocate of freedom of thought and expression who was sentenced
to ten years in prison, 1,000 lashes and a hefty fine for hosting online posts that were
considered blasphemous by Saudi authorities on his website promoting a social, political and
religious debate.
 
His first series of public lashes in January 2015 provoked international outcry and also sparked
concerns about his health, which so far have prevented further floggings, but Badawi still
remains in prison and has recently been placed in isolation.
 
Unfortunately Badawi is not the first Sakharov laureate unable to receive the prize in person the
same year. Among many others, Aung San Suu Kyi was only able to receive the prize in person
23 years later after being awarded the Sakharov Prize.
 
Representatives from the 2015 Sakharov Prize finalists were also present in the public: Maria-
Alejandra Aristeguieta-Alvarez representing the Democratic Opposition of Venezuela and Olga
Shorina, the executive director of the Boris Nemtsov Foundation for Freedom in Germany .
 
Watch the recording of the ceremony on our website or follow the debate on social media using
the hashtags #SakharovPrize and #FreeRaif. And learn more in our top story.
 
Find out more
Video of the ceremony
Sakharov Prize
Raif Badawi biography
Sakharov Prize website
An empty chair for Raif Badawi: follow the Sakharov Prize ceremony live
Audiovisual products linked to Sakharov Prize
Multimedia products linked to Sakharov Prize
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/top-stories/20151020TST98536/Sakharov-Prize-2015
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/plenary/video?date=16-12-2015
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/top-stories/20151020TST98536/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sakharovprize/en/laureates.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sakharovprize/en/home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/20151210STO06886/An-empty-chair-for-Raif-Badawi-follow-the-Sakharov-Prize-ceremony-live
http://audiovisual.europarl.europa.eu/Page.aspx?id=2410
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/downloadcentre/en


Ensaf Haidar holding a photo of her husband Raif Badawi during the ceremony

Raif Badawi
http://www.europarltv.europa.eu/en/player?pid=e3d454d5-9b19-4255-b440-a56f0133bb59
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Interview with Ensaf Haidar
http://www.europarltv.europa.eu/en/player.aspx?pid=7893bab6-b785-4e3f-9e9e-a56f010f7f58
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