
 

Murder of Boris Nemtsov: MEPs call for
independent international investigation
 
The murder of Russian opposition politician Boris Nemtsov calls for an independent
international investigation, say MEPs in a resolution voted on Thursday. This is the
"most significant political murder in recent Russian history", they add, warning that
Kremlin propaganda is turning Russia into a "state of repression, hate speech and fear".
 
MEPs call for an independent international investigation into the murder of Russian opposition
politician Boris Nemtsov who was gathering evidence about Russian involvement in the war in
eastern Ukraine and was killed just two days before he was to lead a demonstration against it.
 
They pay tribute to Mr Nemtsov as someone who "committed his life to a more democratic,
prosperous,  open  Russia,  and  to  strong  partner  relationships  between  Russia  and  its
neighbours".
 
MEPs also deplore the fact that some MEPs and diplomats who wished to attend Mr Nemtsov’s
funeral were refused entry to Russia.
 
“Contrary to a functioning democracy”
 
Russia is moving in a direction "contrary to a functioning democracy", say MEPs, who urge the
Kremlin to stop "all pressure, repressive acts and intimidation" against opposition leaders, civil
society and media and to release political prisoners such as Ukrainian MP Nadia Savchenko
and Estonian police officer Eston Kohver.
 
MEPs also condemn Russia’s failure to cooperate with the international investigation into the
shooting down of Malaysia Airlines flight MH 17 over Ukraine in July 2014.
 
The EU should act as one
 
MEPs express Parliament's support for democratic forces in Russia and urge the EU Council to
commit the 28 EU countries to a strong, unified message on human rights and on the need to
end the crackdown on freedom of expression, assembly there. A stronger programme and more
funding is also needed to support Russian civil society in Russia and occupied Crimea, they
add.
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Contacts 
 
 

" Russia is turning into "a state of repression, hate
speech  and  fear",  where  "nationalist  euphoria  is
built on the annexation of Crimea and an escalating
war in Ukraine" "
Resolution

Facts
• MEPs list "unresolved politically motivated murders" since 1998": Anna Politkovskaya,
Alexander Litvinenko, Stanislav Markelov, Anastasia Babourova, Natalia Estemirova, Sergei
Magnitsky, Boris Nemtsov

Useful information:
    Adopted text will be available here (click on 12.03.2015)
    Video recording of debate (click on 11.03.2015)
Murder of the Russian opposition leader Boris NEMTSOV and the state of democracy in
Russia :
- extracts from the debate
Audiovisual material : extracts from the exchange of views with Mikhail KASYANOV, former
Prime Minister of Russia and member of the democratic opposition - EP Committee on Foreign
Affairs
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/texts-adopted.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/plenary/search-by-date
http://audiovisual.europarl.europa.eu/Assetdetail.aspx?ref=I099935
http://audiovisual.europarl.europa.eu/Assetdetail.aspx?ref=I099935
http://audiovisual.europarl.europa.eu/Assetdetail.aspx?ref=I099935
http://audiovisual.europarl.europa.eu/Assetdetail.aspx?ref=I100277
http://audiovisual.europarl.europa.eu/Assetdetail.aspx?ref=I100277
http://audiovisual.europarl.europa.eu/Assetdetail.aspx?ref=I100277
https://twitter.com/EP_ForeignAff


Boris Nemtsov was killed just two days before he was to lead a demonstration against the war in Ukraine.©BELGAIMAGE/ DEMOTIX/Z.
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