
 

Inter-religious dialogue: the way to defeat
extremism
 
“We will defeat radicalism only if we stay united” said Parliament’s First Vice-President
Antonio Tajani, opening Tuesday’s high-level conference of MEPs and religious
community leaders on the rise of religious radicalism and fundamentalism. EP President
Martin Schulz, who closed the debate, said “We have to have the courage to take people
on board and encourage dialogue between religions”.
 
 
At the start of the meeting, Vice-President Tajani called for one minute’s silence for the victims
of the Airbus Germanwings crash on Tuesday.
 
 
 
“Dialogue between religions has a key role in advancing the project of peace that European
integration is” said Mr Tajani (EPP, IT) to religious community leaders in his opening remarks.
“Who shoots in the name of God, shoots against God”, he added, stressing the need to curb all
violence.
 
“The founding principle of Europe is solidarity”, and “Europe will not leave Arab countries alone
in the fight against radicalism and fundamentalism”, Mr Tajani promised in his preliminary
remarks.
 
Closing the debate, EP President Martin Schulz said: “The second half of the 20the century
brought the principle of mutual respect (…). We are now living in a time when this respect is no
longer to be taken for granted”. He therefore stressed the relevance of promoting dialogue
between people with differing views, so as to “enable us to live together with respect and
tolerance”.
 
European Commission First Vice-President Frans Timmermans, Foreign Affairs Committee
chair Elmar Brok (EPP, DE) and Civil Liberties Committee chair Claude Moraes (S&D, UK) also
took part  in the conference,  which consisted of  two panel  discussions,  one on the rise of
religious radicalism and fundamentalism, and the other on promoting tolerance and respect for
human dignity.
 
Invited speakers included the Chief Rabbi of the city of Rome, Riccardo Di Segni, the President
of the Conference of French Imams, Hassen Chalgoumi and the Vice-President of the Christian
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Community of Sant'Egidio, Hilde Kieboom.
 
Full programme here. Review the debate on Twitter using #religiousdialogue. Video extracts
available on the right.
 

Contacts 
 
 

Video extracts from the conference on inter-religious dialogue
Inter-religious dialogue: extracts from the speeches by Antonio TAJANI (EPP, IT) and Elmar
BROK (EPP,DE)
Inter-religious dialogue: extracts from the second debate and from the discussion
Inter-religious dialogue: extracts from the closing speeches by Frans TIMMERMANS and
Martin SCHULZ, EP President
Inter-religious dialogue: ambiance shots

Further information
EP think-thank: Religious fundamentalism and radicalisation: a documentary overview
EP think-thank: inter-religious dialogue 'At-A-Glance'
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/resources/library/media/20150319RES35903/20150319RES35903.pdf
https://twitter.com/hashtag/religiousdialogue?f=realtime&src=hash
http://audiovisual.europarl.europa.eu/Assetdetail.aspx?ref=I100710
http://audiovisual.europarl.europa.eu/Assetdetail.aspx?ref=I100710
http://audiovisual.europarl.europa.eu/Assetdetail.aspx?ref=I100711
http://audiovisual.europarl.europa.eu/Assetdetail.aspx?ref=I100711
http://audiovisual.europarl.europa.eu/Assetdetail.aspx?ref=I100711
http://audiovisual.europarl.europa.eu/Assetdetail.aspx?ref=I101104
http://epthinktank.eu/2015/03/18/religious-fundamentalism-and-radicalisation-a-documentary-overview/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2015/551340/EPRS_ATA(2015)551340_EN.pdf


A minute of silence to commemorate the victims on the Germanwings  flight at the opening of the Inter-religious dialogue event held in

the European Parliament.

EuroparlTV
http://www.europarltv.europa.eu/en/player.aspx?pid=aba07ca2-5be2-4e9a-be73-a46100e92698
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