
 

EP vote and debate on TTIP recommendations
postponed: what’s next?
 
The debate and vote on Parliament's recommendations on the ongoing Transatlantic
Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP) negotiations were postponed because of the
high number of amendments tabled. What does this mean and what happens next?
 
EP President Martin Schulz decided late on Tuesday to send the 116 amendments tabled in
plenary to the Parliament report on TTIP to the international trade committee for further
deliberation. The following morning the debate scheduled on the same issue was also
postponed for a later date by the plenary.
 
The decision to return the report to the committee was based on rule 175 of the rules of
procedures, the Parliament's internal rulebook.
 
This rule makes it possible to refer a report back to the committee when there are more than 50
amendments and requests tabled for split or separate votes. In this case more than 100
amendments had been tabled.
 
German S&D member Bernd Lange, chair of the international trade committee and responsible
for drafting the Parliament's recommendations on the TTIP agreement, said after Tuesday's
decision: "We will use the additional time we gained to work towards reaching a stable majority
for the TTIP-resolution. The EP can only come forward with a strong message for the TTIP
negotiators if our resolution is supported by a broad majority."
 
Plenary debate another time
 
Early on Wednesday morning, MEPs voted  in favour of  postponing the plenary debate on TTIP
(183 yes, 181 no, 37 abstentions).
 
During a heated debate before the vote, MEPs from different groups spoke out in favour and
against this move.
 
Sending back a report to the committee - it is not a first
 
The postponement of  the TTIP vote is not the first time rule 175 has been used. On previous
occasions, for example in the case of the reform of the common agriculture policy, it was
invoked to decide whether to go ahead and vote on all the amendments or not.
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+RULES-EP+20150428+RULE-175+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN&navigationBar=YES
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+RULES-EP+20150428+RULE-176+DOC+XML+V0//EN&navigationBar=YES
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+RULES-EP+20150428+RULE-174+DOC+XML+V0//EN&navigationBar=YES
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/1909/BERND_LANGE_home.html


Parliament's role in TTIP
 
The European Commission represents the member states in all international trade talks,
including the ongoing negotiations on TTIP with the US. The Parliament does not take part in
these negotiations, but there can be no final agreement without its approval. Parliament has to
either approve or reject the final text, although it is not legally able to modify its provisions.
However, by drawing up recommendations on agreements such as TTIP,  Parliament sends a
message on what it wants to see in the final agreement.
 
Next steps
 
TTIP is now back on the agenda of the International Trade committee, which has to decide if
amendments and split vote requests should be put to a plenary vote. The next committee
meeting is on 15-16 June.
 
Find out more
Steps of the procedure
Bernd Lange
TTIP top story
EP Newshub: MEPs on TTIP
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2014/2228(INI)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/1909.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/top-stories/20150202TST18313/TTIP-risks-and-opportunities
http://www.epnewshub.eu/#/template=newslist&topic=%23ttip&mp=1-0-0


Result of the vote on the TTIP debate on Wednesday morning

EU-US trade deal: vote postponed
http://www.europarltv.europa.eu/en/player.aspx?pid=dd5686ef-a05b-47da-b7e4-a4ae00b7ab8d
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