
 

More funds needed for young people and jobs in
2017 to honour EU’s pledges, say MEPs
 
Parliament demanded more funds, to help young people into jobs, boost economic
growth and assist third countries with a view to mitigating the migration crisis, in a
plenary vote on Wednesday. MEPs reversed all the Council’s proposed cuts in the draft
EU budget for 2017. They expect some of the additional funds needed to come from new
appropriations to be obtained through the mid-term revision of the EU’s long-run budget,
the Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF).
 
MEPs have set overall appropriations for 2017 at €160.7 billion (+€4.1bn compared to the draft
budget) for commitments and €136.7 billion (+€2.5bn) for payments.
 
“The EU is facing an unprecedented number of different challenges. If we are serious about
getting to grips with these, then we need a well-funded EU budget. When we first negotiated the
MFF for 2014-2020 in 2013, there were far fewer refugees arriving in Europe each year. Now
the number is well over a million. We have to recognise that circumstances have changed. We
need a comprehensive revision of the MFF and a more ambitious EU budget. The current MFF
is outdated”, said lead rapporteur (Commission section) Jens Geier (S&D, DE).
 
“This is what we will be pushing for in the upcoming negotiations with the Council on the budget
for 2017. Youth unemployment is still far too high in Europe. We are calling for an extra €1.5
billion to be made available to fund the Youth Employment Initiative (YEI), which should be
made possible by revising the MFF“, he added.
 
“The Parliament has decided to hold 20% of the allowances of former Commissioners in reserve
until the Commission enforces a stricter Code of conduct to prevent conflict of interests and the
revolving doors. I am absolutely confident that putting this money to reserve encourages the
Commission to act, in the light of recent revelations and in order to regain the confidence of
Union citizens”, said the rapporteur for the other sections Indrek Tarand (Greens/EFA, EE).
 
The resolution on Parliament’s position on the EU's budget for 2017 was approved by 446 votes
to 184, with 60 abstentions.
 
Youth, growth and jobs
 
MEPs added €1.5 billion in commitment appropriations for the Youth Employment Initiative, to
help youngsters desperately seeking a job.
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They also decided to reinstate in full the original budgets of the Connecting Europe Facility
(CEF), which funds infrastructure projects, and the Horizon 2020 programme, which backs
research projects. Both programmes underwent cuts to help fund the EU contribution to the
European Fund for Strategic Investments (EFSI). The corresponding additional commitments
amount to €1.24 billion above the proposed draft budget.
 
These additional funds should be obtained through the ongoing mid-term revision of the EU’s
long-term budget, the Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF), they said.
 
Refugee and migration crisis
 
Funding for the EU refugee deal with Turkey and other ad-hoc funds or instruments should not
come at the expense of the Union’s existing external action, including its development policy,
MEPs say.  They “strongly  question”  whether  the funds for  projects  in  third  countries  are
sufficient,  especially  in  view of  the  current  refugee and migration  crisis.
 
MEPs therefore reversed all the Council’s cuts in this area (Heading 4, “Global Europe”), and
also reinstated the 2016 levels for the ENI Mediterranean lines and for humanitarian aid.
 
 
 
Agriculture
 
MEPs increased appropriations for the agricultural  sector by €600 million above the draft
budget, to tackle the effects of the dairy sector crisis and the effects of the Russian embargo on
the milk sector.
 
 
 
Culture
 
Parliament reinforced spending on culture, communication and citizenship by increasing funding
for example to the MEDIA sub-programme by €10,882,000 and to Multimedia actions by €13
million.
 
 
 
Next steps
 
The  plenary  vote  kicks  off  three  weeks  of  “conciliation”  talks  with  the  Council  (up  to  17
November this year), with the aim of reaching a deal between the two institutions in time for next
year's budget to be voted by Parliament and signed by its President in December.
 
If Parliament and the Council fail to agree on the 2017 budget by the end of the conciliation
procedure, then the European Commission is required to table a new draft budget.
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1.5 billion
Euros more to help young people find jobs

Interview with the lead rapporteur Jens Geier:
EU budget: "We have to deal with the problem caused by Brexit"

Further information
Adopted text (2016/2047(BUD)) will soon be available here (26.10.2016)

Video recording of debate (click on 25.10.2016)

Video of the press conference (26.10.2016)

EbS+ (25.10.2016)
Audiovisual material for media
EP Think Tank briefing: Parliament's reading of the 2017 EU budget
Comparative table for the Budget 2017 (Commission - Council - EP)

Budget 2017: Procedure documents

Political groups
Press release by the EPP group
Press release by the S&D group
News pages of the ECR group
News pages of the ALDE group
Press release by the GUE/NGL group
News pages of the Greens/EFA group
News pages of the EFDD group
News pages of the ENF group
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/texts-adopted.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/texts-adopted.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/plenary/search-by-date
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/plenary/search-by-date
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/other-events/schedule
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/other-events/schedule
http://ec.europa.eu/avservices/ebs/schedule.cfm?sitelang=en&page=3&institution=0&date=10/25/2016
http://audiovisual.europarl.europa.eu/default.aspx
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_ATA%282016%29589846
https://polcms.secure.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/upload/53e914d5-468d-4f90-874d-52ac25506ccb/2016%2010%2012%20Figures%20and%20Margins.pdf
https://polcms.secure.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/upload/53e914d5-468d-4f90-874d-52ac25506ccb/2016%2010%2012%20Figures%20and%20Margins.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/budg/2017-procedure.html?tab=Procedure%20documents
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/budg/2017-procedure.html?tab=Procedure%20documents
http://bit.ly/2erpwx0
http://bit.ly/2dIbojG
http://bit.ly/1Y0YFrj
http://bit.ly/1XbSQs6
http://bit.ly/2fetWIJ
http://bit.ly/1TV9vxr
http://bit.ly/1TUnDFU
http://bit.ly/2cxzxcR
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MEPs adopt their position on the 2017 EU Budget ahead of talks with the Council and insist that next year's budget and the revision of the

multiannual financial framework must be negotiated as a package© AP Images/ European Union-EP

Press release

EN Press Service, Directorate General for Communication
European Parliament - Spokesperson: Jaume DUCH GUILLOT
Press switchboard number (32-2) 28 33000

5 I 5


