
 

MEPs back operation to liberate Mosul
 
The Iraqi operation to liberate Mosul from jihadi group ISIS/Daesh was backed by MEPs
on Thursday.  They called on Iraqi authorities to make every effort to protect civilians,
hospitals and schools, as they progress towards Mosul.  Daesh atrocities and genocide
against Christians, Yazidis and other minorities should be referred to International
Criminal Court, added MEPs.
 
MEPs support the operation started by Iraq and backed by the anti-Daesh coalition and Kurdish
Peshmerga forces to liberate Mosul from Daesh, which has subjected the city to a draconian
regime since 2014.
 
MEPs are deeply concerned “at the continual reports on ISIS/Daesh’s use of children, the
elderly, women and vulnerable persons as shields” against the ongoing operation and condemn
the extreme violence it spread around Iraq.  The resolution reiterates that Daesh is committing
genocide against Christinians, Yazidis and other minorities, and calls on EU member states to
refer this case to International Criminal Court.
 
Protect civilians
 
MEPs stress that 1.5 million people are at imminent risk of displacement in Mosul  and call on
Iraqi authorities to protect civilians and prevent civilian casualties and human rights violations
during the ongoing operation.  They urge all parties to the conflict to open humanitarian aid
corridors and guarantee assistance, and also suggest setting up a UN third-party monitoring
mechanism.
 
Support stabilisation
 
The EU has provided €134 million to date in humanitarian aid in Iraq, including €50 million for
Mosul , says the text, which calls on EU member states “to step up efforts for stabilisation of the
liberated areas”.
 
As Northern Iraq has a history of ethno-religious diversity, MEPs also call on the international
community to support an inclusive post-conflict settlement with more autonomy for the Nineveh
Plain, Sinjar and Tal Afar regions.  
 
The resolution on Northern Iraq was passed by 488 votes to 11, with 128 abstentions.
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Contacts 
 
 

Further information
Adopted texts (2016/2956) will soon be available here (click on 27.10.2016)
Video recording of debate (click on 26.10.2016)
Procedure file
EP Research Service note on minorities in Iraq (February 2015)

Political groups
Press release by the EPP group
Press release by the S&D group
News pages of the ECR group
News pages of the ALDE group
News pages of the GUE/NGL group
News pages of the Greens/EFA group
News pages of the EFDD group
News pages of the ENF group
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/texts-adopted.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/plenary/search-by-date
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2016/2956(RSP)
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2016/580905/EPRS_IDA(2016)580905_EN.pdf
http://bit.ly/2eLHSHH
http://bit.ly/2eGgBpa
http://bit.ly/1Y0YFrj
http://bit.ly/1XbSQs6
http://bit.ly/1UrAlM9
http://bit.ly/1TV9vxr
http://bit.ly/1TUnDFU
http://bit.ly/2cxzxcR
https://twitter.com/EP_ForeignAff

