
 

Drones: new EU rules to ensure safety and privacy
 
Drones are used for many things, from filming and taking photos to inspecting gas
pipelines and spraying crops. But these small unmanned aircraft could also pose a risk
to airplanes and be used to invade people’s privacy. On Thursday 10 November the
transport committee approved changes to EU aviation safety rules that would also
include basic safety measures for drones. Find out more about drones in our
infographic.
 
Drones that weigh less 150 kilos are currently regulated at the national level, however having
different safety and technical standards for each country is proving a headache for
manufacturers and complicates cross-border cooperation.
 
MEPs would like to see basic requirements for civil drones weighing less than 150 kilos
enshrined in EU legislation to ensure clarity and coherence, especially concerning safety and
privacy. This includes the mandatory registration of drones that weigh more 250 grammes.
 
Romanian EPP member Marian-Jean Marinescu, the MEP responsible for steering the new
rules through Parliament, explained after the committee vote why new legislation was needed:
“Drones are more and more visible in our daily lives. They create all kinds of new opportunities
for people and businesses. However, it also means that accidents can happen or drones can be
used to cause harm. We are therefore strongly in favour of new rules that make registration
mandatory above 250 grams and that requires operations to have the necessary skills to fly a
drone in public spaces. This will not affect the vast majority of the 'toy' drones that people use
now."
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Find out more
Press release on committee vote (10 November 2016)
Jacqueline Foster on new rules for drones: “The key here is to ensure their safe use" (29
October 2015)
European Commission page on drones
European Aviation Safety Agency page on drones
Briefing on aviation safety rules update (January 2016)
Briefing on civil drones (October 2015)
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https://www.eppgroup.eu/press-release/Safety-first-in-aviation-reform
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20161107IPR50386
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/20151029STO00462
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/20151029STO00462
http://ec.europa.eu/growth/sectors/aeronautics/rpas_en
https://www.easa.europa.eu/easa-and-you/civil-drones-rpas
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2016/573933/EPRS_BRI(2016)573933_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2015/571305/EPRS_BRI(2015)571305_EN.pdf


Check out our infographic for more information about drones
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