
 

Coming soon: use your online film subscription
while abroad
 
It's a common problem on holiday: you are unable to watch your favourite TV show
because the online subscription service you have at home won't work abroad due to
copyright restrictions. This could soon change. On 29 November Parliament's legal
affairs committee backed a proposal to give consumers the right to use their online
subscriptions to films and other digital content when they temporarily stay in another EU
country. Watch the video to find out more.
 
Many people use paid online services such as Netflix and Viasat’s Viaplay to access copyright-
protected content: films, sports broadcasts, music, games, e-books.
 
Parliament believes they have every right to expect to be able to use their subscriptions and
access their legally acquired content not only at home but also when they are outside their
home country, for example when they are on holiday or on a business trip.
 
However, this is often not possible, because the content is usually licensed for use in a specific
territory only.  
 
 
On 29 November the legal affairs committee voted in favour of a draft regulation allowing people
to use their home online subscriptions to films and other digital content when staying temporarily
in another EU country.
 
French ALDE member Jean-Marie Cavada, the MEP responsible for steering the plans through
Parliament, said: “It‘s a sort of exception allowing for cross-border portability during a short
period of time provided it's for a temporary trip and that we can verify that you have indeed paid
for the subscription in your country of residence."
 
MEPs will now start negotiations on the final text of the regulation with national governments.
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Find out more
Press release on the committee vote (29 November 2016)
Parliament's work on the digital single market
Briefing (February 2016)
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20161128IPR53511
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/top-stories/20150625TST70823
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2016/577970/EPRS_BRI(2016)577970_EN.pdf


http://www.europarltv.europa.eu/en/player.aspx?pid=d816476a-bdfc-40a9-8718-a6cd012c9dd3
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