
 

MEPs back EU-US data protection deal on
exchanges for law enforcement purposes
 
The EU-US Umbrella Agreement on the protection of personal data exchanged for law
enforcement purposes was backed by a broad majority of MEPs on Thursday. The deal
will ensure high, binding data protection standards for data exchanged by police and law
enforcement authorities across the Atlantic.
 
The Umbrella Agreement covers the transfer of all personal data, such as names, addresses or
criminal records, exchanged between the EU and US for the prevention, detection, investigation
and prosecution of criminal offences, including terrorism.
 
"The outline of transatlantic data protection is becoming clear", said Parliament's lead MEP Jan
Philipp Albrecht (Greens, DE). "In future there will finally be high, binding standards and strong
rights for citizens on both sides of the Atlantic when data are exchanged between police and law
enforcement agencies. After six years of negotiations, we are raising data protection with the
USA to a new level. Citizens' fundamental rights will be better protected than they are by mere
mutual recognition of today's low standards."
 
"The agreement is not a legal basis for data transfers, but protects those data that are already
exchanged legally. Data protection authorities can check compliance at any time", he added.
 
The deal will ensure that citizens on both sides of the Atlantic will have the right to:
 
- be informed in the event of data security breaches,
 
- have inaccurate information corrected and
 
- judicial redress at court.
 
It also sets limits on onward transfers of data and retention periods.
 
Proposals from the ALDE and GUE groups to seek an opinion from the European Court of
Justice on the Umbrella Agreement’s compatibility with the EU Treaties were voted down.
 
By 481 votes to 75, with 88 abstentions, Parliament paved the way for Council to adopt the final
decision which would conclude the international agreement.
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http://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-8523-2016-INIT/en/pdf


Background
 
 
 
Following calls from the European Parliament, in 2010 the Council authorised the European
Commission to open negotiations on an agreement between the European Union and the US on
the protection of personal data when transferred in relation to police and judicial cooperation.
 
Negotiations began in March 2011, an agreement was reached on 8 September 2015 and,
following the adoption of the Judicial Redress Act by US Congress in February 2016 giving EU
citizens the right to seek judicial redress in the US, the deal was signed by the EU Commission
and US authorities on 2 June 2016.
 
On 18 July 2016, Council decided to ask Parliament to give its consent to the deal.
 
Procedure:  consent
 
 
 
#UmbrellaAgreement #dataprotection
 
Interview with Jan Philipp Albrecht (Greens/EFA, DE)
Data protection: "Snowden case showed US needs to deliver on trustworthy rules"

Further information
Adopted text will soon be available here (click on 01.12.2016):
Video recording of debate (click on 30.11.2016)

EbS+ (30.11.2016)

Procedure file
EP Research: EU-US Umbrella Agreement on data protection (Nov. 2016)
Signing of the Umbrella Agreement - press release from the European Commission 02.06.2016
Fact sheet on the Umbrella Agreement

Audiovisual material for media

Political groups
Press release by the EPP group
News pages of the S&D group
News pages of the ECR group
News pages of the ALDE group
Press release by the GUE/NGL group
News pages of the Greens/EFA group
News pages of the EFDD group
News pages of the ENF group
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http://ec.europa.eu/justice/newsroom/data-protection/news/160602_en.htm
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/texts-adopted.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/plenary/search-by-date
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/plenary/search-by-date
http://ec.europa.eu/avservices/ebs/schedule.cfm?sitelang=en&page=3&institution=0&date=11/30/2016
http://ec.europa.eu/avservices/ebs/schedule.cfm?sitelang=en&page=3&institution=0&date=11/30/2016
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2016/0126(NLE)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2016/593551/EPRS_ATA(2016)593551_EN.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/justice/newsroom/data-protection/news/160602_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-15-5612_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-15-5612_en.htm
http://audiovisual.europarl.europa.eu/Page.aspx?id=2364
http://bit.ly/2gks2pA
http://bit.ly/1WWG6F4
http://bit.ly/1Y0YFrj
http://bit.ly/1XbSQs6
http://bit.ly/2fHzFr5
http://bit.ly/1TV9vxr
http://bit.ly/1TUnDFU
http://bit.ly/2cxzxcR
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Safer data rights in the US for EU citizens
http://www.europarltv.europa.eu/en/player.aspx?pid=43cfbb32-ae0c-4dde-9ee0-a6cd012e7c88
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