
 

MEPs object to three GM soybean authorisations
 
The EU Commission should not authorize the use of glyphosate-tolerant GM soybeans in
food and feed, said Parliament on Wednesday. MEPs note that glyphosate, a herbicide, is
classified as “probably carcinogenic” by the World Health Organisation (WHO), and that
GMOs are being authorized in the EU without the support of member states.
 
 
The three genetically modified soybeans to be authorized by the European Commission for use
in food and feed are FG72, MON 87708 x MON 89788 and MON 87705 x MON 89788. MEPs
approved three separate objections, all tabled by MEPs Bart Staes (Greens/EFA, BE), Sirpa
Pietikäinen (EPP, FI), Guillaume Balas (S&D, FR), Lynn Boylan (GUE/NGL, IE) and Eleonora
Evi (EFDD, IT).
 
Concerns over glyphosate
 
MEPs point out that the herbicide glyphosate, which the three GM soybeans tolerate (along with
other  herbicides  in  the  case of  FG72 and MON 87708 x  MON 89788),  was classified  as
“probably carcinogenic” to humans on 20 March 2015 by the World Health Organization’s
cancer agency.
 
Flawed process
 
MEPs also point out that the European Commission itself deplored that since the current GM
authorisation process came into force, every GM authorisation decision has been taken by the
Commission without the support of a qualified majority of member states. In effect, this turns
what should be the exception into the norm.
 
 
Background
 
A separate EU law that would enable any EU member state to restrict or prohibit the sale and
use of EU-approved GMO food or feed on its territory was opposed by Parliament in October.
MEPs  are  concerned  that  this  law  might  prove  unworkable  or  that  it  could  lead  to  the
reintroduction of border checks between pro- and anti-GMO countries. They called on the
Commission to table a new proposal.
 
Procedure: non legislative resolution
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Contacts 
 
 

Further information
Adopted texts will be available here (click on 03.02.2016)
At a glance: Member States’ possibility to ‘opt out’ from GM food and feed import
authorisations

Political groups
News page of the EPP group
Press release by the S&D group
News page of the ACR group
News page of the ALDE group
News page of the GUE/NGL group
News page of the Greend/EFA group
News page of the EFDD group
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/texts-adopted.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2015/569029/EPRS_ATA(2015)569029_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2015/569029/EPRS_ATA(2015)569029_EN.pdf
http://www.eppgroup.eu/press-releases
http://www.socialistsanddemocrats.eu/newsroom/sd-euro-mps-say-no-genetically-modified-soybean-which-could-encourage-use-potentially
http://ecrgroup.eu/news/
http://www.alde.eu/press/press-and-release-news/
http://www.guengl.eu/news/archives/category/gue-ngl-news
http://www.greens-efa.eu/press/70-press-releases.html
http://www.efdgroup.eu/newsroom/press-releases
https://twitter.com/EP_Environment

