
 

TiSA: Parliament's recommendations
 
MEPs approved on 3 February Parliament's position on the Trade in Services
International Agreement (TiSA), which is currently being negotiated by the EU and 22
World Trade Organisation partners. Read on for more on the agreement and check out
our infographic explaining TiSA.
 
TiSA is an agreement being negotiated by 23 WTO members, including the EU, who want to
further liberalise the trade in services between each other. The negotiations were debated by
MEPs on1 February.
 
The resolution containing Parliament's recommendations was approved on 3 February by 532
votes to 131, with 36 abstentions. MEPs stressed in their recommendations that TiSA should
deliver more opportunities for European firms to supply services such as transport and telecoms
to countries outside the EU, but want to make sure that the deal would not prevent European
countries from creating laws in the public interest, for example on issues such as labour and
data protection.
 
Report author Viviane Reding, a Luxembourg member of the EPP group, said in an interview:
"We certainly do not want TiSA to undermine our public services, culture, labour laws,
environmental standards, consumer protection, data protection - in other words the way we live
in Europe." She also warned Parliament would not approve the agreement at any cost: "Our
standards cannot be changed by any trade agreement. Otherwise the Parliament will say no in
the end."
 
Parliament's role
 
Although the European Commission negotiates on behalf of the EU, guided by the member
states, the final deal must be approved by both member states and the European Parliament.
Without this approval, the agreement cannot enter into force. This is why MEPs are following
the talks very closely.
 
Parliament provides the negotiators with its recommendations on the issues raised so that it can
influence the talks before a final text has been agreed. Once the text has been finalised,
Parliament can either approve or reject it, but MEPs will not have the possibility to amend it.
 
MEPs already debated the recommendations on 1 February. Watch the video to find out what
they had to say.

Article
02-02-2016 - 15:11
Reference No: 20160201STO12242

EN Directorate General for Communication
European Parliament - Spokesperson: Jaume Duch Guillot
Contact: webmaster@europarl.eu

1 I 4

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/plenary/video?streamingLanguage=pl&debate=1454350461389
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/20160129IPR11904/TiSA-must-protect-EU-firms-abroad-and-public-services-at-home-say-MEPs
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/20160118IPR10380/TiSA-talks-Trade-MEPs-recommendations
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/20160115STO10005/Viviane-Reding-on-TiSA-negotiations-%E2%80%9CThe-right-to-regulate-has-to-be-preserved%E2%80%9D
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/plenary/video?streamingLanguage=pl&debate=1454350461389


Visit our newshub to find out what MEPs had to say about the TiSA negotiations on social
media.
 
Find out more
Video of the debate on 1 February
Press release on the plenary vote
Draft recommendation
Procedure file
Viviane Reding
Interview with Viviane Reding on TiSA negotiations
Press release after the committee vote
More on TiSA
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http://www.epnewshub.eu/#/?searchFeeds=tisa&types=facebook&types=twitter&types=flickr&types=googleplus&types=instagram&types=youtube&types=vimeo&types=rss&languages=en&_k=r9443a
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20160129IPR11904/TiSA-must-protect-EU-firms-abroad-and-public-services-at-home-say-MEPs
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20160129IPR11904/TiSA-must-protect-EU-firms-abroad-and-public-services-at-home-say-MEPs
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=REPORT&mode=XML&reference=A8-2016-0009&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2015/2233%28INI%29&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/1185.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/20160115STO10005/Viviane-Reding-on-TiSA-negotiations-%E2%80%9CThe-right-to-regulate-has-to-be-preserved%E2%80%9D
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/pl/press-room/20160118IPR10380/TiSA-talks-Trade-MEPs-recommendations
http://ec.europa.eu/trade/policy/in-focus/tisa/index_en.htm


Find out the facts in our infographic
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What is TiSA?
http://www.europarltv.europa.eu/en/player.aspx?pid=f2753197-f0e9-46b6-9503-a52c00f73683
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