
 

Parliament advocates a centralised EU asylum
system and legal ways to migrate
 
A centralised asylum system would allow the EU to better manage flows of migrants and
asylum seekers, said the European Parliament on Tuesday. It also asked for safe and
legal ways to be found for third country nationals to enter the Union without resorting to
human smugglers at the risk of their lives.
 
In a non-binding resolution, MEPs acknowledge the failure of the EU asylum system to cope
with ever-rising numbers of migrant arrivals and call for a radical overhaul of the so-called
Dublin rules. They propose establishing a central system for collecting and allocating asylum
applications. The scheme, which could include a quota for each EU member state, would work
on the basis of “hotspots” from which refugees would be distributed.
 
 
 
The resolution, drafted by Roberta Metsola (EPP, MT) and Kashetu Kyenge (S&D, IT), was
approved by 459 votes to 206, with 52 abstentions.
 
 
 
The European Commission is currently considering a revision of the Dublin III Regulation (which
determines which member state is responsible for processing which asylum application) and
has pledged to present a legislative proposal before the summer.
 
“There is no quick fix for migration, no magic silver bullet. We do not need more emergency
solutions, we need a sustainable approach for the future”, said Ms Metsola during the plenary
debate.
 
"Migration should not be combatted, it should be managed”, added Ms Kyenge, insisting that
the European approach should be based on solidarity and responsibility sharing.
 
Parliament underlines that the current asylum system does not take proper account of the
particular migratory pressures faced by member states with EU external borders. MEPs demand
changes  to  ensure  fairness  and  shared  responsibility,  solidarity  and  swift  processing  of
applications.
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/118859/ROBERTA_METSOLA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124801/KASHETU_KYENGE_home.html


Relocation and resettlement
 
The text  calls  on member states to fulfil  their  obligations with regard to urgent  relocation
measures, stressing that so far, only a minimal part of the 106,000 asylum seekers awaiting
reassignment from Italy and Greece to other EU countries had actually been relocated. On
resettlement, MEPs insist that the EU needs a “binding and mandatory legislative approach”.
 
Returns
 
MEPs demand new EU-wide “readmission” (return) agreements which they say should take
precedence over bilateral ones between member states and third countries. They insist that
migrants should be returned only if the country to which they are being returned to is safe for
them.
 
 
 
Procedure: non-legislative resolution
 
 
Further information
Adopted text will be published here (12.04.2016)
Video recording of debate (12.04.2016)

Migration: MEPs debate new approach to manage flows of migrants and refugees (Facebook
chat with co-rapporteurs, 11.04.2016)
Commission presents options for reforming the Common European Asylum System and
developing safe and legal pathways to Europe European Commission - Press release
(06.04.2016)
Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs
Dynamic page containing latest videos and photos:

Procedure file
Roberta Metsola (EPP, MT)
Kashetu Kyenge (S&D, IT)
EP Research service: At a glance: Recent migration flows to the EU

Political groups
Press release by the EPP group
Press release by the S&D group
Press release by the ECR group
News pages of the ALDE group
Press release by the GUE/NGL group
News pages of the Greens/EFA group
News pages of the EFDD group
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/20160411STO22318/Migration-MEPs-debate-new-approach-to-manage-flows-of-migrants-and-refugees
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-16-1246_en.htm
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http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-16-1246_en.htm
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http://www.eppgroup.eu/press-release/Asylum%3A-European-Parliament-shows-the-way-forward
http://www.socialistsanddemocrats.eu/newsroom/refugee-crisis-shows-eu-migration-policy-not-fit-purpose-complete-overhaul-needed
http://ecrgroup.eu/news/priorities-not-wish-lists-needed-for-a-truly-holistic-approach-to-the-migrant-crisis/
http://www.alde.eu/press/press-and-release-news/
http://www.guengl.eu/news/article/gue-ngl-news/gue-ngl-abstention-largely-due-to-lack-of-criticism-of-recent-eu-turkey-dea
http://www.greens-efa.eu/press/70-press-releases.html
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https://twitter.com/EP_Justice


Parliament calls on member states to honour their pledges and speed up the relocation of asylum seekers from Greece and Italy©

UNHCR/Achilleas Zavallis

Schengen under threat
http://www.europarltv.europa.eu/en/player.aspx?pid=65338391-a7ae-4515-88ab-a5a600912216
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